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MAPLE SUGARING HERITAGE

by Pete McDonald

Western Reserve Land Conservancy proudly gives bottles of the McDonald Family Farm’s syrup - their “liquid
gold” - as tokens of appreciation at special events and to each landowner who conserves their property.

CONSERVATION EASEMENT STEWARDSHIP VISITS
Our Land Stewardship Team has started annual visits to conserved properties. These visits help us build a record of
responsible stewardship, documenting changes to your properties over time related to the terms of the conservation
easement. Here are some things to keep in mind about our stewardship program:

• We will visit your property once a year to ensure that your conservation easement is being upheld in perpetuity.
Annual visits are a requirement for maintaining our status as an accredited land trust, and these visits are a standard
practice for all land trusts throughout the country.
• Expect that we will call you about a week ahead of time to schedule a visit. While you do not need to meet us for the
visit, we always enjoy catching up in person; hiking the property with you is even better. Please let your land steward
know if you want to meet for the visit this year.
• Let us know before our visit if you need a copy of your conservation easement or baseline documentation report. We
can bring these to our visit, mail them, or email them to you.

Some of my first memories of maple sugaring include riding on
a horse-drawn sap gathering sled down steep slopes along the
edges of streams in my great uncle’s woods north of Chardon in
Geauga County. I don’t remember how old I was, I was barely tall
enough to hang onto the round gathering tank in the middle of
the sled. Cold and foamy sap would slosh out through the filter in
the top of the tank onto our hands as we held on for dear life. It
felt like we were flying on the trails through the valleys, gliding on
the sled behind the draft horses with my crazy great uncle at the
reins and us wondering if the sled would fall over the bank into
the flowing stream. Patches of the forest floor, green and brown,
peeked through the white snow as we whizzed by at breakneck
speed. Sugar maple trees towered over us. The sled would stop
abruptly and we would jump off, grabbing buckets full of sweet
maple sap to dump into the gathering tank. We were always told
“not to spill a drop” of sap, and while this may seem extreme, I
was pretty sure it wasn’t a joke in my family. If it was a good run,
you would hear the drip…drip…drip of the sap coming out of the
spile when hanging the bucket back on the tree making sure to
get the lid on tight so no rain or snow would mix with the sap.
Back at the sugarhouse, steam hung in the rafters and the boiling
pans hissed. The fire popped and roared when the doors on the
arch were opened to add more wood to the fire. The sugarhouse
in the early spring was a strange comforting mix of cold and hot
spaces depending on where you’re standing, working, playing,
eating, or in my case as a kid, sometimes sleeping in the old
comfortable chair that was brought out from the living room. It
was also a mix of light and dark spaces. As the low winter light
faded, Coleman lanterns were hung up above the pans casting
a gradient of light splintering from the area above the steaming
pans to the dark spaces along the walls or by the woodpile in the
back.

These memories are vivid in my mind partly because my parents
started their own maple syrup operation about 35 years ago,
carrying on a family tradition that goes back at least five
generations in Geauga County. In fact, my dad has been sugaring
all his life in one location or another. As I walk through our woods
and many of the properties the Land Conservancy has protected,
I see remnants of old sugaring operations including fallen down
sugarhouses, pans, and rusty buckets. Sometimes all that is left is
an old mound that seems out of place in the middle of the woods
where the horses and sap sled used to park so they could empty
the sap using gravity into the storage tanks at the sugarhouse.
Sugaring is a lot of work, but for farms, sugaring is another season
for producing farm products to sell throughout the year, adding
to the farm income. The Land Conservancy has helped families
protect over 10 active sugaring operations in Northeast Ohio, and
while protecting these operations and this heritage is important
and heartwarming to me, I also see it as another essential product
of the work we do at the Land Conservancy. Conserving and
stewarding farms, natural areas, public parks, and urban green
spaces helps maintain the soil, water, and air quality of our
region for the benefit and health of all living things. Our work
also sets aside spaces for people to honor our heritage and face
our history while simultaneously preserving those spaces where
people now and in the future can create memories. People feel
comfort knowing that the land will help keep those memories and
experiences alive for generations to come.
I am so thankful to my parents and proud of their stewardship
of the land on this tiny spot on Earth. Over the last decade our
family worked with the Land Conservancy and other partners to
protect the farm and the sugaring operation. It was a life goal of
mine, and the fact that it happened is nothing short of a miracle to
me. It would not have happened without the Land Conservancy.

• Let us know in advance about any questions you would like addressed during the visit. Call the land steward for your
region if you have questions.

CHANGES ON YOUR
PROPERTY?
Are you selling your property? In accordance with your
conservation easement, please notify us prior to the sale of
your property. This allows us to arrange a meeting with the
new landowner and begin our stewardship partnership. Also,
most conservation easements include a Land Conservancy
Stewardship Fee at the time of sale. These fees are critical to
funding our program and protecting your land in perpetuity.
Are you planning big changes to your property? Are you
planning on building a home, harvesting timber, adding a barn,
digging a pond, or any other major activity permitted by your
conservation easement? If so, please notify us as many major
activities require written notice and approval by Western
Reserve Land Conservancy.
Prior notification helps to assure that both the landowner and
the Land Conservancy agree that the activity complies with the
terms of the easement. This helps prevent misunderstandings
and ensures the continued protection of your property. When
in doubt, give us a call. We’re always happy to hear from you.

CONTACT US
Pete McDonald
Director of Land Stewardship
440.528.4171 or pmcdonald@wrlandconservancy.org
Sarah Kitson
Land Steward - Southern & Western Regions
330.419.9439 or skitson@wrlandconservancy.org
George Warnock
Land Steward - Eastern Region
440.533.4333 or gwarnock@wrlandconservancy.org
Shane Wohlken
Land Steward - Central Region
440.528.4177 or swohlken@wrlandconservancy.org
Kate Pilacky
Associate Field Director, Firelands Region
440.774.4226 or kpilacky@wrlandconservancy.org
Dale Dunford
Property Manager
440.813.4896 or ddunford@wrlandconservancy.org

LANDOWNER SPOTLIGHT by Jared Saylor
I was able to visit your property last week, it was gorgeous.
Did you see all the nature signs and the trail markers? Those
were designed by an intern at the old Chagrin River Land
Conservancy. I paid him to design those trail makers and help
me create a trail system interlaced throughout the property.
We installed the small trail markers and then created some
nature signs at various points that talk about the wildlife
and wetlands and all the wonders that nature has to offer. I
have seven grandchildren and when I was marking the trails I
thought, “If they hike that trail they’ll stop and read the signs,
and learn about nature.” Though of course, they never stop
and read the signs, they’re too busy having fun! So I always
encourage any adults passing through to enjoy those signs as
much as I do.

Jim Spira’s long and well-traveled conservation journey began
before the creation of the Interstate Highways System. “When
I was a teenager, two friends and I took camping trips over
the summer across Canada and the U.S.,” the former Land
Conservancy board chair said. “This was before the Interstate
Highways System, so we had a great chance to explore these
areas, really experience nature and all its benefits. From that
moment on I was a conservationist.”
Decades later, Spira’s commitment to conservation has
deepened. Like many landowners who are part of Western
Reserve Land Conservancy, he has established a conservation
easement on a 120-acre property in Geauga County, home to
the headwaters of Silver Creek, which empties into the Chagrin
River.
Spira continues a successful business career that began at
Ernst & Young and later included building a digital strategy firm
during the birth of the internet. He has served on the boards of
several public companies including American Greetings, which
in 2003 asked him to step in as interim president during a major
company restructure. Spira was a board member of the Chagrin
River Land Conservancy and played a critical role in leading
the merger of eight local land trusts in 2006 – still the largest
merger of land trusts in the nation – that became Western
Reserve Land Conservancy. He served as the first board
chair of the Land Conservancy and continues serving on the
Executive, Governance, Campaign Cabinet, and the Transaction
Review Committees.
Spira’s pledge to conservation has made him such a special
ally. His leadership and commitment to Conserve, Connect, &
Sustain – our multi-million dollar fundraising campaign – has
inspired many landowners like him to give to the campaign and
ensure the long-term future of land conservation in Northeast
Ohio.
Landline sat down with Spira to get his thoughts on conserving,
connecting, and sustaining land in Northeast Ohio.

What many people might not know is that although Western
Reserve Land Conservancy was created in 2006, it really began
with the establishment of the Chagrin River Land Conservancy in
1987. You were involved in that organization and played a key role
in the merger that created the Land Conservancy.
I have enormous pride in the role I played in the merger
process. I was working with Rich Cochran and others from the
Chagrin River Land Conservancy and we did some strategic
thinking about conservation, about what more could be done
to protect parts of Northeast Ohio and keep them natural
and preserved forever. There were many small land trusts, the
Chagrin River Land Conservancy was the biggest and most
experienced in terms of land conservation. It was a two-year
process to finalize the merger, and I’m proud to say it continues
to be the largest merger of land trusts in the country. When
the merger was complete, I was invited to chair the Board of
Trustees of Western Reserve Land Conservancy, it was a great
honor.
What was the genesis of the merger? Was there a lot of
coordination between all the land trusts in the region at that time?
Not at all, it was quite the opposite, almost a competition
between land trusts. But when the idea came and we began
reaching out to the leadership of all these other land trusts,
people put their egos aside and came together; it was really
quite amazing. It also really transformed what land conservation
meant to us. Conserved lands in the Chagrin River Valley are
very different from conserved lands in the Firelands region.
We welcomed agricultural land into our footprint, working with
local farmers to preserve working lands that had been in their
families for generations. I think it also inspired creative thinking
about urban land conservation, which eventually became the
focus of the Thriving Communities program a few years after
the merger.
Gordon Oney, (2021 Grimm Family Medal Recipient) from the
Firelands Land Conservancy, was a very quiet but important
and influential person involved in the merger. Whenever we got
to a sticky point in the process, he would raise his hand and say,
“It’s about the land, stupid,” and that would bring us all back on
track to put our differences aside and get this done.
Time is the enemy. Development is unrelenting. This region is at
zero population growth, but development continues. If we don’t
pursue conservation we’re likely to aggravate the problem.

We have to act quickly before
that land is consumed. Thriving
Communities is remediating
the results of unfettered
development in Cleveland, but
that same model needs to be
applied to our entire region.
We’re fulfilling a critical mission
to nourish the community in
spite of urban decay and overdevelopment.
When we merged, the total number of acres conserved among
us was about 11,000. Now we’re approaching 70,000 acres
of conserved land in 28 counties of northern Ohio. That is
a tremendous accomplishment. It proves that all our work
to make the merger happen was worth the effort. It was an
absolutely remarkable feat of gracious communal commitment
to this mission, recognizing that ego and selfish interests would
be the enemy of conservation.
What inspired you to
conserve your property?
From a young age, I
knew how important
it was to protect and
preserve nature. What
nature provides for us,
a nourishment of our
souls, a connection to
our environment and
each other, is something
very special. We are
all stewards of our
environment; Cochran
(president and CEO of
Western Reserve Land
Conservancy) likes to say that our environment shapes us and
I couldn’t agree more. When that environment is healthy, the
people and communities in that environment are healthy too.
Shortly after I purchased my property I began looking for ways
to preserve it, to keep it in its natural state. I had no idea what a
land trust does or what service they can provide to landowners.
My wife and I received an invite to attend a speech being
given by a very young man who was the sole employee of the
Chagrin River Land Conservancy and what he described was
so compelling and engaging that I immediately approached him
after his presentation and told him I wanted to get involved.
Now over 25 years later, that young man, Rich Cochran, has
led this organization to new heights. It’s always been such a
pleasure to work with Rich and call him my friend.
Why is the Conserve, Connect, & Sustain fundraising campaign so
important to a landowner’s legacy of conservation?
Building an endowment, providing the Land Conservancy with
the resources to continue to fulfill its mission is critical. That’s
the long and the short of it. We need to invest in the science
and technology required to be a world-class land trust. We
live in an urbanized region, and knowing how to save what
we’ve got left is important. We’re far from fulfilling our mission.
Our goal is to do for our region what Cleveland Metroparks
did for Cuyahoga County. The Metroparks was concerned

with preserving land long before we
looked to expanding it to the region.
So we want to take that approach and
create that Emerald Necklace across
Northeast Ohio. That’s what the
campaign will help us do.
Landowners who contribute to the
campaign are reinvesting in what they’ve
already done for conservation. The first
step was establishing the conservation
easement on their land; the next step is
ensuring that easement is stewarded and enforced forever.
Exactly. Supporting the Conserve, Connect, & Sustain campaign
means landowners are taking the next step in conservation.
In the early days of this and the other land trusts, we asked
landowners to contribute a stewardship gift when they finalized
their easement but we were not as strategic about it. In those
times, we were extremely focused on protecting as much land
as quickly as possible and less focused on the importance of
having adequate stewardship funds for stewarding the land and
providing long-term defense of the conservation easements.
In many respects, the campaign allows landowners to catch
up and make sure their easements are enforced and that their
easements preserve the very thing they wanted to conserve,
which is the pristine nature of their land. For all of us, people
who have conserved their land, we already understand the
importance of the mission and vision of Western Reserve Land
Conservancy. Now it’s time for us to at least ensure this great
organization has all the resources necessary to continue and
eventually fulfill its mission by supporting the campaign to
Conserve, Connect, & Sustain.

CONSERVE, CONNECT, & SUSTAIN:
A CAMPAIGN TO SUPPORT WESTERN
RESERVE LAND CONSERVANCY

In 2018, to support our important work and
accelerate the pace of conservation, we embarked
on an ambitious five-year fundraising campaign we
call Conserve, Connect, & Sustain. So far, we have
raised more than $35 million from individual donors,
corporations, and foundations. We are close to
reaching our goal but we need the support of our
landowners to secure another $10 million and ensure
our work will continue for many years to come.
Conserving land and water is critical to addressing
some of our most pressing societal challenges:
global climate change, human health, childhood
obesity, and so much more. Western Reserve Land
Conservancy’s campaign to Conserve, Connect,
& Sustain builds on our past successes and gives
us a platform to increase the pace, quality, and
permanence of conservation. We are creating a
healthy and secure future for the people who live in
our region. But to do that, we need your support.
Please contact Stella Dilik, Chief Development
Officer, at sdilik@wrlandconservancy.org to learn
more about ways you can support our organization
and your investment in conservation.

LONG-BALL STRIKERS BECOME LONG-WALK HIKERS
AT RE-IMAGINED PUBLIC GOLF COURSES by Karen Koch
What do a Metropark, nature preserve, reservation,
and marsh with diverse recreational opportunities and wildlife
have in common?
They started out as golf courses.
“Transforming closed or abandoned golf courses into
vibrant natural areas that visitors can explore and enjoy is
challenging but always worth the effort,” said Andy McDowell,
Vice President of Western Field Operations at Western
Reserve Land Conservancy. “The water hazards, fairways,
and sloping greens can become unique parks and preserves.
It’s a great way to repurpose land that might otherwise lay
abandoned and uncared for.”
Transforming a golf course into a park often takes
years to complete. Before taking on any land acquisition and
subsequent transactions, the Land Conservancy determines if
properties meet at least one or more of the following criteria:

course openings. The Golf Course Superintendents Association
of America estimates that golf courses average about 150 acres
in size, with about 67 percent maintained as turfgrass. When
golf courses close, large swaths of manicured fairways can
quickly become overgrown.
Since 2010, Western Reserve Land Conservancy
has successfully converted four former golf courses into
permanently preserved natural areas. The Land Conservancy
continues to look for opportunities to purchase, protect, and
transform closed or abandoned golf courses for beneficial
public use.

providing unique views of Lake Erie. “We were drawn to
protecting it because of the way it’s positioned by the lake,
the wide variety of habitats on site, and the tremendous
opportunity to promote public recreation,” said Wohlken.
Rare flora and fauna observed here include the Pale Sedge,
Bobolink, Canada Warbler, Dark-eyed Junco, Brown Creeper,
Henslow’s Sparrow, and Great Lakes crayfish.

By 2014, 97 acres of a former golf course adjacent
to Indian Hollow Reservation were transferred to Lorain
County Metro Parks, connecting two sections of the existing
reservation to create a contiguous 726-acre preserve offering
greater ecological benefits.
Property features include the East Branch of the Black
River and five diverse habitat areas: floodplain, upland woods,
open meadows/savannah, vernal pools and wetlands, and
railroad right-of-way, supporting a variety of flora and fauna.
During a site survey in May 2014, more than 200 plant species
were identified (including 168 native species, one being the
Long Beech Fern), nearly 60 bird species including juvenile Bald
Eagle and Great Horned Owl, and bobcat.
A hiking trail has been added, fairways have been
converted to prairie with native grasses and native plants, and
more than 100 chestnut trees have been introduced. “It gets
a lot of use - there are always a lot of people here,” said Sarah
Kitson, Western Reserve Land Conservancy Land Steward Western and Southern Regions.

• Promotes recreation or education;
• Offers habitat protection;
• Provides public benefit through protection of open
space;
• Has historic value meriting preservation.
These acquisitions are expensive, often requiring
federal and state funds designated for land preservation
and improvement. The Land Conservancy also relies on
privately donated funds to purchase a golf course and begin
transforming it into a public park. Removing invasive species,
filling in sand traps, grading the land, and creating hiking trails
requires time and money.
Once the Land Conservancy acquires a golf course
property it can transfer those properties to local partners
including park districts and municipalities to manage and
maintain for the future. The Land Conservancy will continue
working with its partners on property restoration and longterm conservation easement stewardship ensuring that
properties stay protected in perpetuity.
Often the Land Conservancy’s organizational structure
is conducive to acquiring these closed courses. It can move
quickly, sometimes taking on significant risk, to acquire
properties.
“Our mission is to provide people with natural assets
through land conservation and restoration,” said Shane
Wohlken, the Land Conservancy’s Central Region Land
Steward. “Unlike park districts, which are public agencies
serving in the public interest, we can move quickly to acquire
a property so it doesn’t get developed. We work with park
districts to create strategies to transform golf courses into
public parks and preserves. Each partner in these projects can
bring their strengths to benefit people and communities where
new parks will be located.”
Golf experienced a downward trend due to fewer
players and an oversaturated market with too many golf
courses. As courses closed, the Land Conservancy bought
properties that might otherwise have gone abandoned or been
developed. According to the National Golf Foundation, every
year since 2006, when the real estate bubble began to deflate
and a subprime mortgage crisis followed, the number of annual
golf course closures in the U.S. significantly outpaced new golf

This collaboration with the Geauga Park District
protected 234 acres of land from development and preserved
high-quality cold water tributaries. The natural resources and
accessible trail system have made it one of the park district’s
most visited parks.
According to the Patterson Fruit Farm website, owners
Sam and Iona Patterson and their family in Chesterland opened
and operated a neighboring golf course from 1962 until it
closed in 2007. The family preferred to protect the land after
the golf course closed, and worked closely with the Land
Conservancy and Geauga Parks, giving both organizations time
to secure funding to purchase the property and preserve it for
public recreation.
Projects completed included restoring a stream, three
acres of wetlands, 50 acres of forest, and 22 acres of meadow,
all of which improve water quality and overall health of
surrounding habitats.
“All the fairways were seeded with native grasses and
flowers to promote some prairie areas and pollinator habitat,
while sand traps and artificial ponds were removed. Small
streams that are tributaries to Cave Creek were restored, and
a large native tree planting was completed in the northern
portion of the old golf course,” said Wohlken. “It was amazing
to see the transformation of a golf course into a beautiful
natural landscape.”
Orchard Hills is also located on an escarpment

This public marsh area replaced a driving range
once located on the property. It is part of a large corridor of
protected land, close to other parks owned by the City of
Medina and the Medina County Park District in the floodplain
of the West Branch of the Rocky River. It features a small
white pine forest, 55 acres of mixed hardwood forest, a pond,
and wetlands.
It is an excellent spot for birdwatching, with notable
identified bird species including the Red-headed Woodpecker,
Northern Flicker, Chimney Swift, Ruby-throated Hummingbird,
Eastern Wood-Pewee, Willow Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe,
Red-eyed Vireo, Eastern Bluebird, Indigo Bunting, Scarlet
Tanager, Baltimore Oriole, and Eastern Meadowlark. It is also
home to the Skullcap Skeletonizer Moth; the second record of
this species in the state of Ohio.

Formerly home to the Ashtabula Harbor Country
Club and Golf Course, this property was transferred to the
Ashtabula County Metroparks in 2018. It includes oak, maple,
and ash trees native to Ohio and 1.5 miles of Red Brook, which
flows directly into Lake Erie. The stream provides a unique
fishing experience for anglers wanting to catch steelhead trout.
Fairways have been converted to valuable habitat
supporting migrating pollinators and birds that stop, rest, and
recharge here before and after crossing Lake Erie. Finches,
warblers, Red-headed Woodpecker, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker,
and three county record butterfly species have been observed
here.
“This is now a walk-in park enjoyed by a lot of people
coming from five different nearby neighborhoods to birdwatch,
fish, hike, bike, run, cross-country ski, and more,” said Brett
Rodstrom, Vice President of Eastern Field Operations at the
Land Conservancy. “Finishing the transformation of one of
these golf courses from a single-recreational use site to a multirecreational site is really an amazing accomplishment.”

County
Ashland

Conserved
Properties

Acres
Conserved

5

402

108

10866

6

568

Columbiana

19

801

Coshocton

2

2762

107

2210

20

1682

143

9230

Guernsey

1

56

Holmes

4

684

Huron

69

7205

3

259

Lake

35

1620

Lorain

33

4139

Lucas

1

229

Mahoning

9

1023

Medina

40

1482

Mercer

5

842

Morrow

1

194

Ottawa

5

124

Portage

59

3513

Richland

6

1402

Sandusky

8

1422

Seneca

4

372

Stark

9

830

Summit

41

1542

Trumbull

95

11404

Wayne

12

871

TOTAL

850

67737

Ashtabula
Carroll

Cuyahoga
Erie
Geauga

Jefferson

294 farms
permanently
preserved

KNOW YOUR CONSERVATION EASEMENT:
SUBDIVIDING AND TRANSFERRING
PORTIONS OF CONSERVED LAND
by Sarah Kitson

194 parks and
preserves created
15,000 trees planted
and given away
in the greater
Cleveland area
Land conserved
in 25 major
watersheds
Habitat conserved
for dozens of
endangered species

Each year, the Stewardship Team at Western Reserve
Land Conservancy partners with conservation easement
landowners to answer any questions you may have about the
rights or restrictions on your conserved land. One question
we often receive is whether or not you can subdivide and sell
a portion of your conserved land. Though every conservation
easement is different, unless the right to subdivide and
separately transfer a portion of the conserved land is explicitly
reserved, most conservation easements prohibit subdivision.
Conservation easements are placed in perpetuity
– that is, they are meant to last forever. If a property is
subdivided the conservation easement does not simply
disappear on any of the resulting parcels. This means
whenever a single conservation easement property is split,
it results in multiple conservation easement properties.
Subdivision is prohibited because it increases our conservation
easement stewardship obligations and can negatively affect
the conservation values of the land.
The Stewardship Team visits every conserved
property every year. On average, for every hour we spend in
the field, we spend two in the office. There is a lot of behindthe-scenes work to do reporting for each visit, answering
landowners’ questions about conservation easements, issuing
approvals, working with landowners to resolve violations,
and assisting landowners in property transfers. We currently
steward over 800 properties and typically add 30 or so to

our list each year. If every conservation easement allowed
for subdivisions, it would significantly increase our team’s
stewardship responsibilities.
Additionally, land fragmentation is one of the biggest
threats to farmland and natural areas in our region. We are
all aware that housing developments and commercial centers
are being built on prime agricultural soils and in areas where
forests or wetlands once stood. On a smaller scale, splitting up
a conserved property means that there are now multiple people
owning and managing the land. This can easily add to the issue
of fragmentation and differences in land management practices,
especially if the resulting partition is small. For example,
selling an acre from a conservation easement property to the
farmer next door with no conservation easement may seem
insignificant. However, if the neighboring farm eventually
turns into a housing development, then we have a 1-acre
conservation easement owned by a landowner with no interest
in farming who would like to take that land out of production.
If you have any questions along the way, please feel
free to reach out to the land steward assigned to your property.
We will work together with you to look at your conservation
easement to see what rights and restrictions you have
reserved. Together, Western Reserve Land Conservancy and
the landowners who have made an important commitment to
protect their land now and for future generations make a great
conservation team.

REMEMBERING OUR
LANDOWNERS AND
THEIR LEGACIES

NATURE NOTES: THE BIG WEEK by Heather Beukeman

Are you a birder looking for somewhere new to
located in the Atlantic Migratory Flyway. Here you can stroll
explore? From professional to novice birders,
through one of the remaining natural areas on the Lake
Western Reserve Land Conservancy has
Erie Islands. The Land Conservancy helped Put-in-Bay
helped to protect some of the best
Township Park District acquire the preserve in 2010.
places to see spring migratory birds.
Three great places to check out along the
These locations are also great during
mainland shores of Lake Erie are Vermilion’s Main
fall migration and throughout the
Street Beach, Sims Park in Euclid, and Lake Erie
year. We could not have done it
Bluffs in Perry. These three lakeshore parks are
without our partners and supporters
also on the Lake Erie Birding Trail. Vermilion’s
like you.
Main Street Beach is on the Huron and Lorain
The Spring migration for
Loop of the birding trail. It is a great place to
waterfowl actually starts in the late
birdwatch and people watch as well. The Land
winter, but many birders look forward to
Black Throated Blue Warbler
Conservancy was instrumental in helping the City
the beginning of May, when the warblers
of Vermilion expand its Main Street Beach. About
stop along the southern shore of Lake Erie
25 minutes away in the City of Oberlin is one of our
to refuel for the trip across the lake on their
Signature Parks and Preserves, Oberlin Preserve. Here you
way to boreal forests in Canada. Although most warblers
will be able to find some other spring migratory songbirds
prefer forested habitat, they are observed in many types of
like the Bobolink, Dickcissel, and several different species of
habitat, including scrub habitat preferred by the Common
sparrows.
Yellowthroat, and rivers and streams preferred by the
Sims Park and Lake Erie Bluffs are part of the
Louisiana Waterthursh for their aquatic diet. Warblers that
Cleveland Loop of the Lake Erie Birding Trail. The Land
prefer forested areas can be found high in the trees, which
Conservancy helped the City of Euclid add Lake Erie
cause many birders to get “warbler neck,” but warblers
frontage to their Sims Park in 2020. The addition helped
such as the Hooded Warbler and American Redstart can be
connect the park to Euclid’s waterfront
found in the understory and shrubby openings, providing
trail while preserving the tree-lined
much easier viewing. Some warblers like the Worm-eating
shoreline. Traveling east to Lake
Chestnut Sided Warbler
Warbler can even be found on the forest floor, looking
County, you will find Lake Erie
through the leaf litter for tasty insects and caterpillars
Bluffs in Perry Township. The
(aka worms).
Bluffs contain over a mile of
Where are the best places to see warblers
natural shoreline and almost 600
and other birds during the Biggest Birding Week,
acres of diverse habitat owned by
May 5th–May 16th? People from around the world
Lake Metroparks. Birding at Lake
gather at Magee Marsh to see the spectacular display
Erie Bluffs is good year-round. So
of birds preparing for their push across the lake, but
far, 235 different species of birds
with the help of the Land Conservancy’s interactive
have been reported to eBird. The
story map on our website at www.wrlandconservancy.
Land Conservancy facilitated helping
org/parksandpreserves you can avoid the crowds and find
the Metroparks add approximately 340
a local park or preserve we helped to establish to have
acres of land to the park in 2013.
a more intimate viewing experience. Most of the parks
If you do not live near the lake, you can always
and preserves have eBird hotspots, which allows eBirders
check out these two parks: South Russell Village Park in
to enter their data at the same location because it is a
South Russell and Forest Ridge Preserve in Moreland Hills.
public birding spot. There are many
South Russell Village Park offers great habitat for Bobolinks
locations, but here are a few in
within the old fields, but there is also a mature forest within
northern Ohio that the Land
the park. Forest Ridge Preserve is located in Moreland Hills
Conservancy has helped
next to Western Reserve Land Conservancy’s headquarters.
protect.
The preserve has mature upland forest with deep ravines
If you are interested
that provide excellent habitats for many songbirds. The
in taking a boat to South
preserve is managed by the Village of Moreland Hills.
Bass Island, Scheeff East
We plan to host birding tours on our properties
Point Nature Preserve is
throughout the migration season. Follow us on Facebook,
a great place to visit. It is
Instagram, and Twitter or check out our website at
a stop along the Lake Erie
www.wrlandconservancy.org for the latest updates.
Yellow Warbler
Birding Trail on the Lake
Erie Islands Loop and it is also

At Western Reserve Land Conservancy, it is our privilege to work with
landowners across the region to permanently conserve and steward cherished
local landscapes. We foster strong and lasting partnerships and friendships
with generations of landowners. We feel a true sense of loss when landowners
pass away. Through the work that we do to conserve land in perpetuity, it is
our commitment to remember, honor, and celebrate the tremendous legacy
of those landowners who are no longer with us. We recently said goodbye to
these remarkable landowners:

Ann Brugger
Charles Swingle, Jr.
Charles Swingle, Sr.
Edson Brown
Gerald Cowie
Harold Rohlik
Howard Smith
Joanne Hutchinson

Josephine Inkley
Ray Dellefield
Ray Schulte
Russell Davis
James Piero
Jean Piero
Donald Gerber
Joyce Browand

We apologize for any errors or ommissions.
If a name has been ommited or listed incorrectly please contact the Land Conservancy at 440.528.4150.

SOME SUPPORTERS
LEAVE LAND TO THE
LAND CONSERVANCY
You have made the most lasting gift of all by donating a conservation
easement. But some landowners wonder how else they can help. As
part of your estate planning, you may choose to leave your property to
Western Reserve Land Conservancy and become members of the Land
Conservancy’s White Oak Legacy Society.
The White Oak Legacy Society is a special group of Western Reserve
Land Conservancy supporters who have made a lasting commitment
to land protection and urban revitalization through a variety of estateplanning tools, including bequest in a will or trust, life estate, charitable
gift annuities, charitable remainder trusts, IRA designations and gifts of
life insurance.
You can do the same.
For more information contact Stella Dilik, Chief Development Officer,
at 440-528-4150 or sdilik@wrlandconservancy.org.
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Western Reserve Land Conservancy is Ohio’s largest land trust and
noted to be one of the top in the country. Our talented staff is dedicated
to preserving natural areas, farmland and coastal lands in northern and
eastern Ohio and working statewide to help cities devastated by the
foreclosure crisis.
Our Mission: Provide the people of northern and eastern Ohio with
essential natural assets through land conservation and restoration.
Our Vision: Thriving, prosperous communities nourished by vibrant
natural areas, healthy cities, and working farms.
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