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221 acres of Hiram College’s
James H. Barrow Field Station
permanently preserved
One of Ohio’s most spectacular outdoor classrooms has been
permanently preserved by Hiram College and Western Reserve
Land Conservancy, with funding from the Ohio Environmental
Protection Agency Division of Environmental and Financial
Assistance (DEFA).
Hiram College and the Land Conservancy worked for over two
and half years to permanently preserve 221 acres of the College’s
James H. Barrow Field Station, located in Hiram Township in
Portage County, with a conservation easement. Conservation
easements limit or prohibit future commercial and residential
development of land.
“By working together with our conservation partners, we’ve
preserved a gem in the Hiram community for future generations
of college students and local residents” explained Chris Szell,
director of conservation project management for the Land
Conservancy.

The property boasts unique habitats including superiorquality wetlands; the second largest uncut maplebeech forest in Ohio; over 4,600 linear feet of highquality primary headwater streams; and nearly 2,000
linear feet of Silver Creek, a designated State Resource
Water and one of only four cold water streams within
the Mahoning River watershed.
See Field Station on page 4

Reforest Our City program celebrates Arbor Day planting
more than 200 robust trees
More than 200 community and student volunteers gathered at
East Technical High School in Cleveland’s Central neighborhood
on Arbor Day, April 29, to participate in a tree-planting “Unity
Day” event hosted by DoMore4:Good and Western Reserve Land
Conservancy in partnership with the City of Cleveland.
The event began with brief remarks from City of Cleveland
Mayor Frank G. Jackson, City of Cleveland Councilwoman
Phyllis Cleveland, Cleveland Metropolitan School District Chief
Academic Officer Dr. Michelle Pierre-Farid, DoMore4Good
Executive Director Dr. Leslie Faerstein, and Western Reserve Land
Conservancy President and CEO Rich Cochran and was followed
by a ceremonial tree planting on the East Technical High School
campus.

See Arbor Day on page 5

David and Ellen Mayo recently donated a conservation easement on their 91-acre property in Sheffield Township (left). Their neighbors, John and
Kristina Carpenter, worked with the Land Conservancy and Cleveland Museum of Natural History to preserve 43 acres of their property as well (right).

Conservation corridor grows along Ashtabula River
“I’m passionate about the preservation of land, wildlife
habitat, stream corridors, farms,” shared landowner David
Mayo. “It gives me goosebumps just talking about it. But
we have to do more than just talk; we have to act now
before these beautiful places are gone.”
David and his wife, Ellen, donated a conservation easement
to Western Reserve Land Conservancy on their 91-acre
property in Sheffield Township late last year. Rolling,
tillable farmland, which rotates between corn, beans,
wheat and hay production, makes up approximately
50 acres of the Mayo’s property. The remainder of the
property boasts mature hardwood forest, hemlock
ravines and tributary streams which flow directly into
the Ashtabula River. In total, the easement permanently
conserves two-thirds of a mile of stream frontage and
seven acres of wetlands.
Just down the road, a 43-acre tract of land along the
Ashtabula River was permanently preserved by forwardthinking landowners, John and Kristina Carpenter, with the
help of the Land Conservancy and Cleveland Museum of
Natural History.

“Our property is like an old friend
we’ve become attached to,
spending time along the river and
watching the woods grow up...”
- John Carpenter
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A Clean Ohio Conservation Fund grant, secured by the
Museum and the Land Conservancy, was used to purchase
a conservation easement on 43 acres of the Carpenter’s
property, also located in Sheffield Township. The Land
Conservancy holds the conservation easement, which
limits future commercial and residential development of
the land. Museum staff members will help monitor the

property annually and remove non-native plants such as
canary grass.
The Carpenter’s preserved property encompasses an
approximately 18-acre hay field used primarily as nesting
bird habitat, 18 acres of early- to mid-successional
hardwood and pine forest, as well as a two-acre pond.
The property also boasts nearly 1,200 linear feet of the
Ashtabula River and more than four acres of hemlock and
hardwood-forested ravines.
Dr. James Bissell, director of natural areas and curator
of botany for the Cleveland Museum of Natural History
explained, “The floodplain meadows within the
Carpenter easement are dominated by a rich diversity
of native plants. The shoreline of the river supports a
healthy population of Bombardier beetle. The presence
of Bombardier beetles along any stream indicates
exceptionally high water quality. Bombardier beetles
quickly disappear from polluted rivers or streams.”
In addition to the Bombardier beetle, two state species
of concern have been found on the property: the
Queensnake, a decidedly aquatic snake species, and the
Bobolink, a grassland nesting bird species.
The Museum owns land across the river from the
Carpenter’s property and will soon purchase property a
short distance downstream from the Carpenter and Mayo
easements where the Bombardier beetle is also present.
“We are always eager to work with partners like the
Cleveland Museum of Natural History and conservationminded landowners, like the Carpenters and the Mayos, to
preserve land,” emphasized Brett Rodstrom, vice president
of eastern operations for the Land Conservancy. “Because
of this collaborative conservation effort, we have together
preserved more than 340 acres of land along the Ashtabula
River and its tributaries to date.”

20 acres permanently
preserved in Homer Township
The edges of Claude and Mary Cuchna’s fields, like many across
the region, are lined with mature Osage Orange trees. Sometimes
called hedge apples, these trees are commonly used as fence
rows in rural areas and seen across Northern Ohio. What’s not
as common about these trees: the land on which they grow has
been permanently preserved.
The Cuchnas recently granted a conservation easement to
Western Reserve Land Conservancy on their 20-acre property
in southwest Medina County. This is the first easement the Land
Conservancy has recorded in Homer Township.
Prime agricultural land makes up approximately 11 acres of the
property where hay has been actively produced for the past
several years. The property also contains approximately 7 acres
of a former orchard that is now managed as wildlife habitat by
the landowners. A small wetland also located on the property
helps feed the headwater streams of the Black River’s East
Branch.
“There’s nothing quite like walking under the old apple and pear
trees when they’re flowering in the springtime,” shared Mary
Cuchna. “There’s a constant buzz of bees, though it’s not quite as
loud as it used to be. It’s important to preserve special places like
this on our earth before they’re gone … that’s why we decided to
put a conservation easement on our property.”
A conservation easement preserves land by limiting or prohibiting
future commercial and residential development of the land.
While it is voluntarily granted by the landowner, the easement
is permanent and runs with the land. The Land Conservancy will
monitor the property and enforce the easement in perpetuity.
“By granting a conservation easement on their land, the Cuchnas
have ensured this prime farmland, woodland and wetland will
forever be preserved,” shared Andy McDowell, vice president for
western field operations for Western Reserve Land Conservancy.

Elyria Property
Survey kicks off
After completing citywide property surveys
in Akron, Cleveland, East Cleveland,
Lorain, Oberlin and Sandusky, the Land
Conservancy has launched a survey of all
of Elyria’s nearly 23,000 parcels – and the
buildings associated with them – to provide
officials with an updated snapshot of the
condition of these properties.
The citywide survey, which started in
early May and will run through June, is
funded by the Nord Family Foundation,
the Bettcher Foundation, United Way
of Greater Lorain County, the Nordson
Corporation and PNC Bank.
Paul Boehnlein, director of GIS for the
Land Conservancy, said surveyors – staffed
through a partnership with United Way
of Lorain County and Oberlin Community
Services – will work in teams of two and
gather information while on sidewalks
and public rights-of-way. Information
about each parcel – including whether it
is vacant, the condition of any structures
on it and a photo – is recorded on a tablet
computer.
Jim Rokakis, vice president for the Land
Conservancy and director of its Thriving
Communities program shared, “This survey
is a valuable tool and will give the city
of Elyria a more accurate picture of its
housing and building stock which can be
used to prioritize what structures should
be rehabilitated or demolished with
available funds.”

Mary and Claude Cuchna near the historic barn on their Medina County property.
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Second conservation easement
donated in Carroll County
The Land Conservancy recently preserved its second property in
Carroll County. The donated conservation easement permanently
preserves 203 acres of working farmland and upland hardwood
forest in Orange Township.
The property boasts steep forested valleys, littered with massive
sandstone outcroppings that shelter 1.6 miles of unnamed tributaries
to McGuire Creek, one of two primary tributaries of Leesville Lake.
The property is adjacent to the 4,000-acre Leesville Lake Wildlife
Area owned by the Muskingum Watershed District and managed by Sarah Kitson, land steward for the Land Conservancy’s
the Ohio Department of Natural Resources’ Division of Wildlife.
southern & western regions, on the Carrol County property.

Field Station continued...

river otters was recently captured on film by way of a
sensor-driven trail camera.
“This is an extremely rare sighting for this type of
animal. We are also very proud that they are using the
field station as their possible home range territory,” says
Jim Metzinger, director of the field station.
Funding for the project was generously provided by the
Ohio EPA DEFA through the Water Resource Restoration
Sponsorship Program (WRRSP). The goal of the WRRSP
is to counter the loss of ecological function and
biological diversity that jeopardize the health of Ohio’s
water resources. Szell said the WRRSP “is an extremely
valuable funding source” to protect natural resourcerich properties like this one.

“As we discover more about plant
and animal diversity on field
station property, the importance of
conservation efforts becomes even
more apparent.”
- Jane O’Brien

James H. Barrow Field Station
Butterfly Hill Garden Manager

The property is part of the original 250-acre field station
established by Hiram College in 1967. Over the years, the
station has grown to an approximately 545-acre active research,
education and outreach facility. The James H. Barrow Field
Station is home to a diverse and healthy forest that provides
habitat for at least thirty long-distance migrant species
including the Cerulean Warbler (federal and Ohio Species of
Concern status), the Brown Creeper and Magnolia Warbler
(Ohio Species of Special Interest status), and the locally rare
American Woodcock. Additionally, a family of North American
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Szell also explained that the city of Akron, which
sponsored the Hiram College project, “was critical for
completing the project and we thank them for their
sponsorship.” Municipalities, like the city of Akron, can
pursue low-interest rate-loans from the Ohio EPA Water
Pollution Control Loan Fund (WPCLF) for planning,
design or construction of wastewater, sewer and stormwater infrastructure projects. These municipalities have
the opportunity to further improve water quality by
sponsoring a WRRSP project that addresses nonpoint
source pollution through the protection or restoration
of streams and wetlands.
Hiram College’s James H. Barrow Field Station – one of
Ohio’s most spectacular classrooms – fuels hands-on
research and provides real life experience for students.
Located just three miles from campus, the station is an
active research and educational facility that enhances
not just the sciences and environmental studies
programs, but provides enrichment and inspiration for
students in all majors. Visit http://www.hiram.edu/fieldstation for more information.

Arbor Day continued...

From left to right: Students plant trees with community volunteers; City of Cleveland Mayor Frank G. Jackson addresses the crowd; and
students from the East Technical High School’s Future Farmers of America program properly mulch newly planted trees.

During the opening ceremony, Cochran shared, “Rene Dubos, a great scientist and philosopher once said, ‘Man shapes
himself through decisions that shape his environment.’ From bacteria to humans, we are shaped by our environments.
Today, you’re making your environment a better place and that’s what creates thriving communities.”
After the ceremony, Collinwood and East Technical student volunteers – alongside local government officials, school staff,
and corporate volunteers – planted 100 trees on the East Tech High School and 75 trees on the East Professional Center
campuses. Students learned about the important benefits of trees in urban environments, as well as proper planting and
maintenance techniques.
The event was generously supported by the Cleveland Foundation, Eaton and WKYC Channel 3, as well as eleven
additional companies that participated in the WKYC Channel 3 Arbor Day Challenge including: Bernstein Private
Management, Cleveland Indians, Cleveland Metroparks, Dominion, Forest City, Lubrizol, Oswald Companies, PwC,
Sherwin-Williams, Squire Patton Boggs and Westfield Insurance. Volunteer and equipment support from the City of
Cleveland Office of Sustainability, Cleveland Neighborhood Progress, Congresswoman Marcia Fudge’s office, Davey Tree,
JakPrints, Mitchell’s Ice Cream and Rockwell Automation were critical to the successful tree planting.
In addition to the 175 trees planted on Arbor Day, the Land Conservancy planted trees with Laurel Middle School students
in the Buckeye neighborhood and with St. Ignatius High School students and families in the Ohio City neighborhood. In
partnership with Mitchell’s Ice Cream, the Land Conservancy also handed out 1,000 seedlings to customers in an effort to
bring back the Forest City. Thanks to all for the tree-mendous effort!

Expansion of Lampson
Lake Metropark

The Land Conservancy partnered with Ashtabula County
Metroparks to acquire and conserve an additional 70-acre natural
area, adjacent to the 93-acre Lampson Lake Metropark in the
village of Jefferson.
The additional passive parkland creates a contiguous natural area
of nearly 163 acres within the Upper Grand River Watershed.
The Land Conservancy applied for and was awarded funding
through Small North American Wetlands Conservation Act
(NAWCA) and Clean Ohio Conservation Fund grants on behalf of
Ashtabula County Metroparks. The Land Conservancy acquired
the property on State Route 307 and subsequently transferred it
to the park district for long-term ownership, habitat protection
and passive public park operation.
Kendrick Chittock, project manager for the Land Conservancy,
explained that the property provides important open water
and nesting area habitat for priority NAWCA species such as the
American Black Duck, Wood Duck, American Wigeon and Ringnecked Duck. Additionally, several priority species were identified
at the park, including the state-listed endangered Bullhead-lily
and the few-flowered St. John’s-wort.
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The annual Adam’s and
Haley’s Run Clean Up took
place on a sunny April morning
in Akron. Twenty-five volunteers
and community members helped
pick up trash, rake trails, and
beautify parks near the two
urban streams. Volunteers pulled
more than 30 bags of trash and
12 bags of recyclables from the
sites, in addition to numerous
tires!

Members and partners of the Land Conservancy’s Grand River
Chapter attended the Annual Grand Chapter Gathering
in March at Kosicek Vineyards in Harpersfield. Vineyard
proprietor and founder, Tony Kosicek (pictured below) shared
his space and his story with attendees. At the event, chapter
members presented the Grand River Chapter Partner of the
Year to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Grand River Chapter
Landowner of the Year to William Miller, and Grand River
Chapter Volunteer of the Year to Reinhold Roedig.
Cleveland Yoga Instructor Liz Schreiber taught a yoga class
at our Conservation Center in March. Project Manager
Kendrick Chittock (pictured above) shared our mission and
vision with the supportive yogis prior to their class.

Be sure to join
our Viewfinders

Photography Club

for an upcoming photo
fieldtrip. In April,
the club traveled to
Ashcroft Woods for a
wildflower shoot.

Spring beauty: your investment in our region
On a recent Saturday morning this spring, bald eagles
circled above one of Western Reserve Land Conservancy’s
preserved properties on Lake Erie, delighting onlookers.
The same day, nearly 100 community members visited
our Medina Marsh Conservation Center to hike to a
heron rookery. In Huron County, a farmer tilled soil on a
permanently protected farm. And in Cleveland, members
of the Land Conservancy’s Board of Trustees immersed
themselves in our urban work , planting robust trees on the
Saint Luke’s Foundation campus.

The Land Conservancy provides the people of our
region with essential natural assets – amazing wildlife
habitats, mature forests, working farmlands, robust trees,
public parks and fresh water resources – through land
conservation and restoration.
But we cannot do this critical work without your support.
We count on conservation-minded folks like you to help
us continue breathtaking record of conservation and
restoration work.

Conservation Calendar
World of Wildlife Bicycle Tour

Saturday, June 11 at Kent State University’s
Trumbull Campus in Warren
Take a ride on the Western Reserve Greenway
in support of Trumbull County MetroPark’s 12th
Annual WOW Bicycle Tour
Photo credit:
Stacey Rauch

In early May, the Land Conservancy hosted our annual Birding on
the Bluffs hike at Lake Erie Bluffs with members of BINOCs (pictured
above). Our Medina Summit Chapter hosted Hike to the Herons
at the Medina Marsh Conservation Center where the public had the
opportunity to see a heron rookery (pictured below, left) and visit
with representatives from Davey Tree, Ohio Bluebird Society and
Medina Raptor Center (pictued below, right).

Firelands Gold Panning *
Sunday, July 10 at the Lorain County Metro Parks
Vermillion River Reservation in the Vermillion River
Come try your hand at gold panning, learn a
bit about the river and have fun on a protected
property
Horse Country Motor Classic
Sunday, July 17 at the Cleveland Metroparks Polo
Fields in Moreland Hills
You’re invited to a day of fun, with a car show,
gourmet luncheon and VIP ringside seating at the
Cleveland Grand Prix Horse Show - tickets on sale now
Kids in the Creek *
Details to be announced soon
Catch creek critters and learn about water quality
in our backyard

In February, sixth
graders from Laurel
School visited the Land
Conservancy to learn
about conservation
efforts and to take a
hike through the snowcovered Forest Ridge
Preserve.

From Kelleys Island to the Pennsylvania state line, we’ve now
permanently protected more than 620 properties and 46,000
acres of vibrant natural areas and working farms. Our Thriving
Communities team works with communities to clean and green
urban centers throughout Ohio. We’ve enabled communities across
the state to demolish nearly 40,000 vacant, abandoned and unsafe
homes, and in Cleveland, we’ve planted more than 2,000 trees
through our Reforest Our City program.
Please consider supporting us with a generous gift before June 30.
Your investment in our mission is a way to invest in the prosperity
of our region now and forever.

EverGreen EverBlue
Friday, August 19 at the Land Conservancy
Conservation Center in Moreland Hills
Join us as we welcome home friends, supporters
and partners to celebrate the tenth anniversary of
our merger - tickets on sale soon
Tan Gillespie Art Show *
Wednesday, June 29 through Friday, Sept. 30 at the
Land Conservancy Conservation Center Gallery in
Moreland Hills
Birding In Northern Ohio Club Series (BINOCs)
Stay tuned for updates on tour dates and locations
Supporters are invited to join us for 4 exceptional
birding outing throughout the region
Vibrant Places Tour
Stay tuned for updates on tour dates and locations
Supporters are invited to join us as we explore
natural areas and farms throughout the region
Viewfinders Photography Club
Third Wednesday of most months, 6:30 to 8 p.m.
at the Land Conservancy’s Conservation Center,
Moreland Hills
Instructional meeting for supporters of all ages, skill
levels and camera types
*These events are free and open to the public
For more information on all of our upcoming events,
visit www.wrlandconservancy.org/events
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Moreland Hills, OH 44022
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Welcome Home

Contact Us
Geauga, Lake, Ashtabula, Trumbull, Mahoning,
Portage, Columbiana, Jefferson and Carroll counties
Brett Rodstrom, vice president of eastern operations
brodstrom@wrlandconservancy.org
(440) 867-6659
Alex Czayka, eastern field director
aczayka@wrlandconservancy.org
(440) 813-4664
Lorain, Erie, Huron, Medina, Wayne,
Stark and Summit counties
Andy McDowell, vice president of western operations
amcdowell@wrlandconservancy.org
(440) 774-4226
Kate Pilacky, Firelands associate field director
kpilacky@wrlandconservancy.org
(440) 774-4226
Cuyahoga County and urban work across Ohio
Jim Rokakis, vice president and director
Thriving Communities
jrokakis@wrlandconservancy.org
(216) 515-8300

Offices

EverGreen EverBlue

Western Reserve
Land Conservancy

August 19, 2016
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Save the date and be sure to join us for our annual gala! We welcome
home friends, supporters and partners to celebrate the tenth anniversary
of our merger. Tickets on sale soon: www.wrlandconservancy.org
Conservation Center Photograph above by Frank Gwritz
Funding for this edition of Landline was generously provided by the Sandra L. and Dennis B. Haslinger Family Foundation

Conservation Center (Central Office)
3850 Chagrin River Rd, Moreland Hills, OH 44022
(440) 528-4150
Akron
34 Merz Blvd, Suite G, Akron, OH 44333
(330) 836-2271
Chardon
102 East Park St, Chardon, OH 44024
Firelands
P.O. Box 174, Oberlin, OH 44074
(440) 774-4226
Medina Marsh Conservation Center
4266 Fenn Rd, Medina, OH 44256
Thriving Communities
2012 W. 25th St, Suite 504, Cleveland, OH 44113
(216) 515-8300
Wayne County
140 E. Market St, Suite 150, Orrville, OH 44667
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