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Preserving
Standing Rock
Land Conservancy’s first Jefferson
County project protects creek where
hellbenders were reintroduced
A stretch of Yellow Creek containing a massive granite
boulder called Standing Rock as well as one of the few
remaining populations of Eastern Hellbenders in Ohio has
been permanently preserved.
Beverley Christen, who owns a 134-acre farm in Jefferson
County, has granted the nonprofit Western Reserve Land
Conservancy a conservation easement permanently
protecting the property. Christen’s small cattle operation is in
the Yellow Creek valley, 20 miles northwest of Steubenville.
It is the Land Conservancy’s first protected property in
Jefferson County.
Brett Rodstrom, vice president of eastern field operations
for the Land Conservancy, said the Christen farm is locally
known as the location of Standing Rock, the huge boulder
in the Yellow Creek channel. The boulder fell thousands
of years ago from the towering cliff almost 300 feet above
where it sits today. Standing Rock has a long history dating
back to precolonial Native Americans; several Midwest tribes
used it as a meeting place, and it remains part of Jefferson

Mike Sisson formally with Jefferson SWCD, right, provides perspective to the size of
Standing Rock.

County’s cultural heritage.
“We are so grateful to Bev for permanently preserving this
special place,” Rodstrom said. “Bev comes from a long line
of farmers in that valley who are very passionate about their
part of the world.”
Christen said she wanted to make sure the land was
permanently protected.
“Every farm along this creek is one owner away from being
strip mined – a big, filthy hole in the ground,” she said. “This
(conservation easement) keeps the place from ever being
stripped, thank God.”
The property contains two-thirds of a mile of Yellow Creek,
an Ohio River tributary that is designated an Exceptional
see Preserving page 5

Walking advocate to speak at conference

Mark Fenton speaks about the
benefits of walkable and bikeable
communities.

Mark Fenton, a nationally recognized advocate for active transportation and former host of
“America’s Walking” on PBS television, will deliver the keynote address at the fifth annual Ohio Land
Bank Conference, which is Sept. 21-23 at the downtown Wyndham Cleveland at Playhouse Square.
Fenton, a public health, planning and transportation consultant and adjunct associate professor
at Tufts University, will speak during the conference’s luncheon on Sept. 22. Fenton is known for
practicing what he preaches: He chooses walking and cycling for as many routine trips as possible.
The conference is hosted by the Land Conservancy’s Thriving Communities Institute and is
expected to draw more than 250 people from around the state, including representatives of county
land banks, governments, nonprofit organizations and companies.
“Mark Fenton is a dynamic speaker who will enliven our audience,” said Jim Rokakis, director
of Thriving Communities Institute. “I have heard him on numerous occasions, and he never
see Advocate page 4

Rec district now owns former Girl Scout camp
The Land Conservancy, which purchased
the 339-acre former Camp Crowell Hilaka in
Richfield to keep it from being developed or
timbered, has transferred ownership of the
property to the Richfield Joint Recreation
District.
In a July ceremony at Richfield Village
Hall, the Land Conservancy turned over to
the RJRD all of the 85 keys to the property,
which is located between Broadview and
Oviatt roads, north of state Route 303.
The keys are for the property’s gates and
buildings, including Gund Hall, historic
homes once owned by the Oviatt and Neal
families and inventor James Kirby and a
millhouse with the first-ever ball-bearing
mill wheel.
The Land Conservancy struck a deal to
purchase the property from the Girl Scouts
of North East Ohio, which had closed the
camp in 2011. They worked with the Village
of Richfield, Richfield Township and a host
of community groups to find a long-term
owner. In November 2014, voters in the
village and township approved the purchase
of Crowell Hilaka by the newly formed RJRD.
Earlier this year, the Land Conservancy
applied for an approximately $1.1 million
Clean Ohio grant on behalf of RJRD, and the
funding was approved by the Ohio Public
Works Commission. The Land Conservancy
will hold a conservation easement on the
Crowell Hilaka property; a conservation
easement is a legal document that

which has accomplished so much in such a
short amount of time,” said RJRD Board Chair
Floyd Ostrowski. “Our mission to preserve,
conserve and recreate will not just be for this
generation but for future generations.”
Richfield Mayor Bobbie Beshara said,
“Today is a celebration of hard work,
perseverance and the love of a historic piece
of property that our residents and visitors
will enjoy for many, many years to come. The
purchase of the Crowell Hilaka property is
a testament to our community’s values and
willingness to sustain those values. Thank
permanently restricts development on a
you to all who contributed to this incredible
parcel.
goal including Richfield Village Council,
The RJRD is now exploring possible future the Richfield Township Board of Trustees,
uses of the property and has opened it to the the Friends of Crowell Hilaka, the Richfield
public on weekends.
Joint Recreation District Board of Trustees,
RJRD and Land Conservancy
Western Reserve Land Conservancy and
representatives thanked a number of groups most importantly the people of Richfield.”
for supporting the project, including voters in
“Our goal was always to conserve
the village and township, Richfield Township
this beautiful property, and the people
Trustees, Richfield Village Council, the Friends of Richfield should be congratulated for
of Crowell Hilaka, the Coalition for Greater
making it happen,” said Joe Leslie, director
Richfield and the Richfield Historical Society.
of acquisitions for the Land Conservancy.
Other key supporters of the project
“Future generations will benefit from the
included Melissa Haslinger, Bill and Laura
steps this community has taken to acquire
Hlavin, State Sen. Frank LaRose, Sharon and
this land.”
Mike Hargrove, former board members
Richfield Township Trustee Janet Jankura
Donna Skoda and Bob Lucas, the Ohio Public said, “We are encouraged by the strategy
Works Commission and Natural Resources
of preserving the park to be an active
Advisory Council District 8.
recreation destination for residents and
“I am so proud to be part of this
visitors for years to come.”
community and a member of this board,

Bedford Heights adds 23-acre nature preserve
Bedford Heights now has a new 23-acre passive park as a result of
a partnership between the city and the Land Conservancy.
The Solon Road Preserve, which abuts the southern boundary
of the city’s Lucille Reed Park and is near the Cleveland Metroparks
Bedford Reservation, was created through the acquisition of two
parcels and a city land bank lot. The project was funded through a
Clean Ohio Conservation Fund grant from the Ohio Public Works
Commission and Natural Resource Advisory Council District 1.
The 22-acre Reed Park has a large pavilion as well as basketball
courts, a tennis court and playground facilities for tots and youths.
The park is also home to the city’s outdoor pool. The Solon Road
Preserve enhances the recreational opportunities in Bedford Heights
by adding a passive recreational component to an established active
recreation area while doubling it in size.
“It is rare to find areas of undeveloped land this size in the
built-out sections of Cuyahoga County that contain conservable
natural areas,” said Sarah Ryzner, director of projects for the Land
Conservancy’s Thriving Communities Institute. “That the project could
add to an existing recreation area and is adjacent to neighborhoods is
even better. We are excited about the outcome here.”
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Ryzner added, “The city of Bedford
Heights has been a terrific partner on this
project, and we look forward to exploring
additional opportunities to connect its
neighborhoods with these great natural
assets.”
Bedford Heights Mayor Fletcher
Berger said, “Bedford Heights is fortunate
to have this jewel in our city. Thanks to our
partners, this jewel will be preserved for
the benefit of current and future generations.”
The preserve has two ravines running from north to south. The
eastern ravine contains 885 linear feet of a direct tributary to Tinker’s
Creek, which is the largest tributary of the Cuyahoga River.
The Land Conservancy has partnered with Tinker’s Creek
Watershed Partners on a restoration plan for the project. In May,
volunteers from the Land Conservancy, TCWP, Cleveland Metroparks
and the city spent a day planting 900 trees and shrubs along the
stream bank, as well as in the flood plain and former home site on the
property.

Former landfill becomes part
of Big Creek’s green corridor
Cleveland, Dayton
surveys winding down
The Land Conservancy is expected to
complete citywide property surveys in
Cleveland and Dayton this fall, giving those
communities an updated snapshot of the
condition of more than 225,000 parcels and
the buildings associated with them. Cleveland
has 150,000 parcels, Dayton 75,000.
Both surveys are being conducted by the
Land Conservancy’s Thriving Communities
Institute. Paul Boehnlein, associate director
of applied GIS for the Land Conservancy,
said crews work in teams of two and gather
information while on sidewalks and public
rights-of-way. Information about each parcel
– including whether it is vacant, the condition
of any structures on it and a photo – is
recorded on a tablet computer. Cities can
then use the information to make planning
decisions.
The Cleveland survey is being done in
cooperation with the city’s Department
of Building and Housing, Cleveland City
Council and local community development
corporations. Survey crews, which are made
up of mostly Cleveland residents, are hired
and managed by the Land Conservancy.
In Dayton, the city is funding the survey.
The Land Conservancy is contracting with
Wright State University’s Multicultural Affairs
& Community Engagement Office of Service
Learning for the “on the ground” part of
the survey; WSU hired the students and is
providing day-to-day management.
“These surveys are a valuable tool and
will give the cities a more accurate picture of
their housing and building stock, “ said Jim
Rokakis, a Land Conservancy vice president
and director of Thriving Communities
Institute. “This information will help to guide
decision makers as they determine how to
allocate their demolition resources.”
Thriving Communities Institute has
completed community-wide surveys in Akron,
East Cleveland, Lorain, Sandusky and Oberlin.
Other Ohio cities have also expressed
interest, Boehnlein said.

The nonprofit Western Reserve Land Conservancy has acquired a 28-acre former
landfill in Cleveland’s Old Brooklyn neighborhood and plans to make it part of a
growing green corridor that includes the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo, Brookside
Reservation and the Ohio & Erie Canal Towpath Trail.
The Land Conservancy has secured a Clean Ohio Conservation Fund grant to
acquire the former Henninger Landfill and adjacent properties along Big Creek, just
east of the zoo and West 25th Street. The parcel could eventually become a key link
between the zoo property and the Towpath Trail.
Plans call for public use of the property, and project partners are working
together to make the vision a reality.
The project protects 1,015 linear feet of Lower Big Creek, and improving its
water quality will support the improvement and ultimate delisting of the Cuyahoga
River as an Area of Concern (AOC).
“For over 40 years – since the closing of this old landfill – community leaders
in Old Brooklyn have struggled with how to repurpose this land,” said Jim Rokakis,
director of the Land Conservancy’s Thriving Communities Institute. “Western
Reserve Land Conservancy has taken the critical first steps by finding the grant
money to buy this and identifying the dollars to do the minor clean up that is
required. Now we can begin the planning process in earnest.”
The Land Conservancy has placed a conservation easement – a legal document
that permanently restricts any development – on the property. Land Conservancy
representatives said preserving the property will also protect water quality in Big
Creek, a tributary of the Cuyahoga River.
Acquisition of this property could also lead to possible future restoration work
along Lower Big Creek, including erosion and water quality improvements, native
plantings, invasive plant removal, native tree reforestation and reestablishment of
native grasses and native woodland wildflowers.
The project is located within the Cuyahoga River Watershed, which drains a
total of 812 square miles and flows through all or part of six counties. Much of the
lower Cuyahoga River watershed is an internationally designated Great Lakes Area of
Concern, a designation for the worst polluted tributaries to the Great Lakes. To delist
the Cuyahoga River as an AOC, identifying and protecting natural areas to address
the loss of fish and wildlife habitat within its watershed is an essential step; in a
developed urban area, this project does just that.
3

Land Conservancy
preserves 63 acres in Oberlin
The Land
Conservancy has
acquired a 63-acre
portion of what is
known as Oberlin
Great South Woods
with the intent of
creating a nature
preserve on the
property.
The Land
Conservancy
used a Clean Ohio
Conservation Fund
grant to acquire
the property
from West Park
Ltd. The parcel,
which has forests,
wetlands and a
sedge meadow,
will be used for passive outdoor
recreation, including walking, jogging,
birdwatching, picnicking and nature
study.
The undeveloped parcel is on the
south side of Hamilton Road, west of
the Oberlin Ball Fields and Splash Zone.
Several rare species of birds,
reptiles and amphibians have been
sighted on this property. Oberlin Great
South Woods has been targeted for
conservation for more than a decade
and was listed by the former Firelands
Land Conservancy as one of its top
three priorities in 2006, when it joined
seven other land trusts in a merger
that created Western Reserve Land
Conservancy.
The property is in the Black River
watershed and contains educational
opportunities, including the study of
unique habitats like vernal pools, high
quality mid-successional maple-hickoryoak forest and successional fields.
These habitats provide shelter, food,
and nesting areas for birds, amphibians,
small and large mammals and other
wildlife. The vegetated and forested
4

buffers along the drainages help control
runoff, prevent erosion and mitigate
flooding to downstream properties.
“Preserving this part of the Oberlin
Great South Woods is significant for
many reasons,” said Andy McDowell,
vice president of western field
operations for the Land Conservancy.
“First, it will help protect many rare
plant and animal species and contains
great habitat. Additionally, it will help
control stormwater runoff, which has
been an issue in that area for some
time. Last, but not least, the land
between Hamilton Road and state
Route 20 will eventually see increased
development pressure, and this helps
to set aside critical habitat and open
space before too much development
takes place.”
Earlier this year, Oberlin City
Council approved a resolution of
support for this project and the Clean
Ohio application. In addition, funding
from the Oberlin College Green
EDGE (Ecological Design and General
Efficiency) Fund, a student board,
helped make the project possible.

Advocate continued
disappoints. Every time I see him
I want to go out and speed-walk a
marathon that very same day!”
Fenton has consulted with
the University of North Carolina’s
National Center for Safe Routes
to School and Pedestrian &
Bicycle Information Center and
has led training and planning
processes for pedestrian-, bicycleand transit-friendly designs in
communities across the United
States. He studied engineering and
biomechanics at the Massachusetts
Institute Technology and the
U.S. Olympic Training Center,
was manager of the Human
Performance Laboratory at Reebok
and has published numerous
articles and books related to
exercise science, physical activity
promotion and community
interventions.
The conference is returning
to Cleveland after a two-year run
in Columbus. It has become a
must-attend event for those in the
public and private sectors who are
interested in addressing the issue
of blight in their communities. The
conference will feature 21 sessions
covering issues such as repurposing
vacant and abandoned properties,
building community support,
as well as methods of acquiring
properties and getting them into
the hands of responsible owners,
according to Robin Darden Thomas,
land bank program director for
Thriving Communities Institute.
A first-day session will focus on
the basics of land banking. There
will also be mobile workshops to
view actual projects rejuvenating
blighted properties.
For additional information on
the conference, contact Thomas
at rthomas@wrlandconservancy.
org or Kate Hydock at khydock@
wrlandconservancy.org. or phone
(216) 515-8300.

Conservancies, landowners
preserve 92 acres in Gates Mills
A joint effort by two conservation
groups and two landowners has
permanently preserved another 92
acres in the village of Gates Mills.
The Sherman Road Preserve, located
at the southwest corner of Sherman
and County Line roads, is the product of
a partnership between two nonprofits,
Gates Mills Land Conservancy and
Western Reserve Land Conservancy,
plus donations from landowners Evelyn
Newell and Hickory Nut Farm, LLC.
A Clean Ohio Fund grant was used to
purchase the northern 38 acres along
Sherman Road. This property, along
with three acres donated by Hickory
Nut Farm, will be owned by Gates Mills
Land Conservancy. Western Reserve
Land Conservancy holds a conservation
easement on this 41-acre tract. A
conservation easement permanently
barring development of the remaining
51 acres – an easement co-held by the
land conservancies – was donated by
Newell, who retains ownership.
The land conservancies have been
working on this project since 2008.
“This is a great example of what can
be accomplished when conservation
organizations work in concert with
conservation-minded landowners for
the benefit of the larger community,”

Preserving continued
Warmwater Habitat. It is an important
stream because it contains one of the
last few populations of the Eastern
Hellbender – a large salamander – in
southeastern Ohio.
In 2014, the Christen farm was the
site of a pioneering Eastern Hellbender
reintroduction program lead by Greg
Lipps of Ohio State University. In this
groundbreaking program, fertilized
hellbender eggs are harvested from
known spawning sites in several Ohio
streams and hatched at the Toledo and
Columbus zoos; after two years, the
juvenile hellbenders are released back

said Joe Leslie, director of acquisitions
for Western Reserve Land Conservancy.
“We are grateful for the generosity of
Evelyn Newell and Hickory Nut Farm
and for the partnership of Gates Mills
Land Conservancy.
Chris Szell, director of conservation
project management for Western
Reserve Land Conservancy, said the
assistance of the Ohio Public Works
Commission, which oversees Clean Ohio
funding, was critical in the completion
of the Sherman Road project. The
project is in the district of State Sen.
Tom Patton, a long-standing supporter
of Clean Ohio funding.
“Through the Clean Ohio Fund, we
continue our commitment to protecting
the beauty and sanctity of natural areas
and the unique species that inhabit
them,” Patton said. “I applaud Gates
Mills Land Conservancy and Western
Reserve Land Conservancy for their
collaboration to make the Sherman
Road Preserve possible.”
The project adds to the significant
land-preservation efforts in Gates
Mills, where GMLC has permanently
preserved 550 acres, or approximately
11.4 percent of all the land in the
village. Western Reserve Land
Conservancy preserves natural areas

and farmland throughout northern and
eastern Ohio; to date, Western Reserve
Land Conservancy has protected more
than 560 properties and more than
42,000 acres.
Szell said the property has
grasslands, about 44 acres of hardwood
forest and a primary headwater stream
that flows directly into the State Scenic
Chagrin River. The tributary begins at
the eastern portion of the property at
an elevation of approximately 1,050
feet and drops nearly 300 feet before it
empties into the Chagrin River.

into the wild in selected high-quality
streams. Yellow Creek is one of those
streams, and the specific pool behind
Standing Rock on the Christen farm is
the exact location for the release of
these young hellbenders.
Rodstrom thanked Lipps, who
made the Land Conservancy aware of
the property, Yellow Creek Watershed
Coordinator Mike Sisson and corporate
supporter Access Midstream/Williams
for making the project possible.
Rodstrom said the Land
Conservancy has been doing more
land-protection work in eastern
Ohio and expects the interest in

conservation will continue to increase.
Property owners interested in protecting
their land can contact Rodstrom at
brodstrom@wrlandconservancy.org or
(440) 867-6659.

Primary headwater streams flow into the Chagrin River.
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Looking back, looking ahead
Can you believe it’s fall? Where did this year go? At
the Land Conservancy, we were very busy this year with
a marketing/branding initiative, along with helping to
provide our region with essential natural assets that
nourish healthy, vibrant communities through land
conservation and restoration.
It is important every once in a while to stop – step
back – and really look at what is going on around you.
Is our Mission Statement still valid? Is
our Vision Statement up to date? Are
we effectively messaging to all of our
constituencies (as of the date of this
writing – I count 16!).
With that in mind, in November
2014 we embarked on a journey with
Ideas in Focus, a local market and
research firm in the Cleveland area that
has helped us reveal the potential locked away in our
“brand.” We have grown so much since 2006, with 13
merged entities and a new urban division – there was
a need to stop and reevaluate who we are and how we
are serving our communities.
The Marketing/Branding Initiative is still underway,
but I can say that we are very close to having a new
Mission Statement, Vision Statement, and a Positioning
Statement – an internal document that clearly
states how we should communicate with all of our
constituencies. We understand that we are a complex
organization, and we want to explain ourselves in a
simple, concise way so that everyone understands
who we are, what we do, why we do it, and how we
connect with people in our communities. This should be
complete and will be shared with you in the next issue
of Landline, due out in early 2016.
A bittersweet item to share: Ken Wood, our longtime
editor and friend, is moving on to the Boys & Girls Clubs
of Cleveland. We wish Ken the very best because, as he
stated, he is moving on to his “life” resume. Ken is very
committed to children, and this is a passion for him to
be able to make a difference at the Boys & Girls Clubs.
However, Ken still cares for conservation, and we are
delighted that he will continue to be a volunteer on
the Land Conservancy’s Development and Marketing
Committee.
As always, thanks so much for your support, for your
kindness and friendship. Wishing you a beautiful fall.

Nancy McCann

McCann is the Chief Development Officer for the Land Conservancy.
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Why giving away life insurance
If you’re like most people, you probably think of life
insurance as a way to ensure that your loved ones will be taken
care of when you are gone. And you’re not wrong. But life
insurance can also be a convenient and flexible way to make
charitable gifts, and reward yourself while you’re at it.
Americans are generous people. Every year we give billions
to charities. Giving with a life insurance policy can give you
the ability to contribute more to your favorite cause, and can
potentially offer some tax breaks to boot.
Charity makes your money go further
If you take out a policy on your life with the Western
Reserve Land Conservancy as the sole beneficiary, the Land
Conservancy will receive the entire amount of the policy upon
your passing -- usually much more than you would ordinarily
be able to give. Gifting the life insurance policy itself to the
Land Conservancy can also reduce your taxable estate, and it
could earn you a tax deduction during your lifetime, based on
the policy’s value. Also, paying monthly or quarterly premiums

events

Bioblitz!
Volunteers joined experts
in Akron on July 11 for
the Haley’s Run Bioblitz
and Birthday Bash. The
goal was to record all the
species present in this
urban greenway.

conservation calendar
5th Annual Ohio Land Bank Conference
September 21 – September 23
Wyndham Cleveland at Playhouse Square
1260 Euclid Ave, Cleveland
The conference is a must-attend event
for all those helping to repurpose vacant
and abandoned properties and revitalize
cities across the state.

David Liam Kyle and
Peter Balunek Art Show
Through September 30
Land Conservancy’s
Conservation Center,
Moreland Hills
Photography from around
the world on display.

m
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makes more sense than you think
on a policy owned by the Land Conservancy may be a little
easier than making a lump sum donation. You could make
annual gifts to the Land Conservancy to help us cover the cost
of the premium, and your gifts would be tax deductible to you.
It’s also possible to add the Land Conservancy as a
beneficiary to an existing life insurance policy. This is simpler
than purchasing a policy on behalf of the Land Conservancy,
but it doesn’t give you the same income tax deduction. It does,
however, reduce your estate tax by the amount of the death
benefit paid out.
Lastly, if you own a paid-up policy, you can transfer
ownership to the Land Conservancy, and we can either hold
the policy until your passing, or we can cash it out. You can
deduct the cash value of the policy at the time of the gift.
Policy ownership
You can transfer ownership of a life insurance policy to
the Land Conservancy, so that we are responsible for its
administration, or you can keep it yourself. Keeping ownership

and naming the Land Conservancy as the beneficiary
gives you complete control, meaning you can change the
death benefits, the monthly premium payments and your
beneficiary designations.
Allowing the Land Conservancy to own the policy
means you lose that control, but it could increase your
income tax deduction. And if you buy the policy and then
transfer it to the Land Conservancy at a later date, you
could also qualify for a charitable income tax deduction.
A flexible giving tool
These are just some of the options that make life
insurance a powerful financial tool for charitable giving.
Talk to your advisor to explore how life insurance may help
you find more ways to benefit the Land Conservancy, or
feel free to call Nancy McCann at (440) 528-4153.

Medina Marsh open house
More than 350 people attended the
Medina-Summit Chapter’s open house
at the new Medina Marsh Preserve in
Medina Township. Attendees were treated
to a flurry of activity in the heron rookery
and the sight of a nesting bald eagle.
Grand River cleanup
The Land Conservancy organized
the 16th annual Grand River Cleanup, in
which volunteers picked up trash and
debris from this Wild and Scenic river.

Trees in Brooklyn Centre
Eaton Corporation employees joined Land
Conservancy staffers to plant 20 apple trees
in the Brooklyn Centre Community Orchard.

Grand River Chapter
Fall Open House
6 – 8 p.m., Saturday, October 3
Eastern Field Office
102 East Park Street, Chardon
Join our Grand River Chapter
for a family-friendly fall open
house at the newly renovated
Eastern Field Office.

Preludes to Nature Art Show
Viewfinders Photography Club
Tree Steward Trainings
October 1 – December 31
6:30 – 8 p.m. every third
Check our website for the
Opening Reception: 6 – 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday of the month
latest Reforest our City Tree
on Friday, October 9
Land Conservancy’s Conservation
Steward Trainings.
Land Conservancy’s Conservation
Center, Moreland Hills
Center, Moreland Hills
Instructional meeting for all ages,
Studio landscapes and plein air
skill levels and camera types.
watercolors by regional artist
Melissa Harris.
For more information, contact Lizzie Votruba at evotruba@wrlandconservancy.org.
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Land Conservancy website
gets a brand new look

Emily Bacha

The revamped Western Reserve Land Conservancy website, which
went
live
David
Liam
Kyle
in July, combines the former Land Conservancy, Thriving Communities
Institute
Elizabeth Mather
and EverGreen EverBlue sites into one easy-to-navigate location. The web address
remains www.wrlandconservancy.org.
Features include:
]

]

]

]

]
]
]
]

An interactive map that enables
The McCanns
users to find each of our more
Joanie O’Brien
than 560 protected properties;
Kate Pilacky
A glossary feature in which the
Sheila Randel
meaning of certain terms and
the descriptions of programs
and partners pop up when you
hover over them; Brett Rodstrom
Live Twitter and YouTube
Kenfeeds
Wood
on the home page and
most
Shane
Wohlken
other pages;
Stories about those who have
conserved their land with the
Land Conservancy;
News stories that also feature
related content;
Pages that are optimized for
smartphones and tablets;
User-friendly drop-down
menus; and
The Land Conservancy saved money by using
Expanded information about
staff and volunteers to revamp the website.
our staff and trustees.
Please check it out!

Contact Us
Geauga, Lake, Ashtabula, Trumbull,
Mahoning, Portage, Columbiana, Jefferson and
Carroll counties
Brett Rodstrom, vice president of eastern operations
brodstrom@wrlandconservancy.org
(440) 867-6659
Alex Czayka, eastern associate field director
aczayka@wrlandconservancy.org
(440) 813-4664
Lorain, Erie, Huron, Medina, Wayne, Stark and
Summit counties
Andy McDowell, vice president of western operations
amcdowell@wrlandconservancy.org
(440) 774-4226
Kate Pilacky, Firelands associate field director
kpilacky@wrlandconservancy.org
(440) 774-4226
Cuyahoga County and urban work across Ohio
Jim Rokakis, vice president and director
Thriving Communities Institute
jrokakis@wrlandconservancy.org
(216) 515-8300
Sarah Ryzner, director of projects
Thriving Communities Institute
sryzner@wrlandconservancy.org
(216) 515-8300

Offices
Central Office
3850 Chagrin River Road, Moreland Hills, Ohio 44022
(440) 528-4150
info@wrlandconservancy.org
Field Offices
Akron
34 Merz Blvd., Suite G, Akron, Ohio 44333
(330) 836-2271
Chardon
102 East Park Street, Chardon, Ohio 44024
Medina Marsh Conservation Center
4266 Fenn Road, Medina, Ohio 44256.
Firelands
P.O. Box 174, Oberlin, Ohio 44074
(440) 774-4226
Wayne County
140 East Market Street, Suite 150, Orrville, Ohio 44667
Thriving Communities Institute
2012 W. 25th Street, Suite 504, Cleveland, Ohio 44113
(216) 515-8300
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