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THIS SURVEY WAS COMPLETED BY WESTERN RESERVE LAND
CONSERVANCY WITH LOVELAND TECHNOLOGIES.
Western Reserve Land Conservancy was created to provide the people of our region with
essential natural assets through land conservation and restoration.
Loveland Technologies is a Detroit-based company creating a public database of every
property in America, along with tools for understanding and improving land use.
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About this Project
The citywide survey, which began in June 2015, was conducted by
Western Reserve Land Conservancy in cooperation with the City's
Department of Building and Housing, Cleveland City Council and local
community development corporations. A 16-member staff, consisting of
mostly Cleveland residents, worked to survey all of the more than 158,000
commercial, industrial, residential, and tax-exempt parcels in Cleveland and the buildings associated with them - to provide a snapshot of the
current property condition. Information about each parcel - including its
vacancy status, the condition of any structures on it and a photo - was
recorded on a tablet computer.
On-the-ground data collection for the survey of Cleveland ended on Oct.
6. The Land Conservancy then began the second phase of the project compiling the data and performing quality assurance checks. Land
Conservancy staff reviewed over 5,200 project records and photographs
during this phase of the project.
The Land Conservancy is now entering the third phase of the project analyzing the data and sharing with community stakeholders. While the
Land Conservancy has released the raw property survey data, additional
data, including health and crime statistics, will be analyzed alongside the
property survey results over the next several months.
While the Land Conservancy does not demolish houses, it does advocate
for the removal of vacant and abandoned homes in order to revitalize
and create safer, healthier neighborhoods. It is our hope that the survey
will provide the city with information that can be used to prioritize what
structures should be demolished with available funds and to determine
any need for additional demolition and rehabilitation funding.
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Project Details

Why Conduct the Survey?
Cities need data concerning vacant properties and building conditions to
make informed decisions regarding the use of limited demolition and
rehabilitation resources.
The Land Conservancy's property survey program helps municipalities
identify the number of vacant and abandoned structures in partner
communities, develop strategies to address demolition and
rehabilitation opportunities, and assists partners in quantifying the need
for and accessing demolition funding.
How did the City of Cleveland Property Survey Come to Be?
Interest in a citywide survey grew last year when the Land Conservancy
partnered with the Saint Luke's Foundation to complete a study of the
Buckeye and Mount Pleasant neighborhoods in Cleveland. The survey
started in March 2014 and by August 2014, staff engaged City of
Cleveland Department of Building & Housing and the Code Enforcement
Partnership SE Collaborative regarding project results. Discussion of a
citywide survey began in December 2014.
How was the Survey Conducted?
Surveyors were hired to walk the City of Cleveland in teams of two,
examining every property in the city from the street or sidewalk. Utilizing
mobile devices, surveyors noted whether a property was a vacant or
occupied stricter, a vacant lot, a parking lot or a park; graded the
condition of any structure(s) on an A - F scale; and photographed the
property.

Structures were graded on an A - F scale:
• A = Excellent
o No visible signs of deterioration
o Well maintained and cared for
o New construction/renovation
• B = Good
o Needs basic improvements
o Minor painting
o Removal of weeds
o Cleaning
• C = Fair
o Some cracking of brick or wood
o Major painting required
o Deteriorated cornice
o Crumbling concrete
o Cracked windows or stairs
• D = Deteriorated
o Major cracking or brick, wood rotting
o Broken or missing windows
o Missing brick and siding
o Open holes
• F = Unsafe/Hazard
o House is open and a shell
o Can see through completely
o In danger of collapse
o Immediate safety hazard to neighborhood
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