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A tale of two ponds

I

glorified retention basin” wedged in between colonial
homes.
If you are keeping score, it’s suburban sprawl 1,
childhood memories 0.
But it is a different story at Aunt Blanche’s pond,
which had belonged to members of my mother’s
family. In 1998, the 7-acre pond – formally named
Hitchcock Lake – was acquired by Lorain County
Metro Parks and later became part of the 409-acre
Columbia Reservation in Columbia Township. It is a
terrific preserve along the banks of the West Branch
of Rocky River, featuring restored wetlands, walking
trails and picnic areas.
I am so grateful that this property has been
permanently preserved, and that the entire area
is accessible to the public. It is similar to many of
the projects we have worked on here at the Land
Conservancy, those done to protect our region’s
exceptional natural resources.
I am determined to visit Aunt Blanche’s once
again. Sarah Sharp of Lorain County Metro Parks
tells me that you can still fish in the lake, although there is
only one good place to wet a line. She says the park system
is now looking at ways of making the area more accessible.
I recently asked my son Brandon if he would like to join me
on a trip to the lake.
He’s in. And one day he and his children will be able to
make the same journey – and make their own memories.
Wood is the communications and marketing manager
for the Land Conservancy.

editor’s note

f I close my eyes, I can still see the sun slowly
dropping in the western skyline, almost as if it were
hesitating just to grant me a few more casts with my
Zebco rod and reel. For my brother Jack
and me, fishing at Aunt Blanche’s pond
was the perfect end to a summer day.
Success, to be sure, has something to
do with my memories.
“There were huge largemouths (bass)
on the east side and 10-inch bluegills
right near the shore on the west side – an
unbelievable fishing spot,” recalls Jack,
who is still an avid angler. We would mow and build
fences around the lake in exchange for fishing privileges.
Our other favorite fishing hole was just a few doors
down – or, to be more route-precise, a few back yards
down –from our semi-rural childhood home. It, too, was
a farm pond, albeit a smaller one. If we weren’t in school,
doing chores or playing baseball, you could find us at the
pond – fishing, camping, cooking out and, in the winter,
playing hockey.
As a kid, you take for granted that wonderful things
will always be there for you.
But they aren’t. And you don’t usually have a say in
the matter.
Today, I do not need to look very far for proof. My
beloved neighborhood farm pond, where one of our
friends once lost a piece of his tongue in a lick-the-icy-pole
challenge, is now in the middle of a suburban subdivision.
I barely recognize it. My brother calls it “little more than a
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My beloved
neighborhood farm
pond, where one of
our friends once lost
a piece of his tongue
in a lick-the-icy-pole
challenge, is now
in the middle of a
suburban subdivision.
I barely recognize it.

3

Giving is never lost in translation

reflections

I

4

n the late 1700s, several European scholars
discovered that ancient Latin, Greek and
Sanskrit all descended from a common
language of which we have no written record.
The common root came to be known as the
Proto-Indo-European language (PIE), and it is
believed to be the parent language
of an astounding number of modern
languages ranging across all of
Europe, the Middle East, India,
parts of China and now, due to
global colonization, the entire
world. Because there is no written
record of the PIE, it is a hypothetical
language. After more than 200 years
of study, however, it is universally accepted that the
PIE existed and that it did give rise to the ancient
root languages of Latin, Greek and Sanskrit, among
others.
The study of the PIE gives rise to many insights
about ancient history: how these people lived and
what they valued. As I studied the various roots and
the words and customs that have sprung from them,
I was amazed to learn that the root of “give” and
“take” is the same, implying a society founded on the
practice of reciprocity and exchange.
In my career I have been asked to constantly
engage in the process of asking for money to
advance my organization’s charitable mission.
This is commonly, almost universally, viewed as an
act of “taking” by me and an act of “giving” by the
donor. One cannot give unless another takes and
one cannot take unless another gives. Giving and
taking are actually equivalent, and an analysis of
the PIE shows this in a dramatic way. The PIE root
do- becomes donare in Latin (to give) but in Hittite,
another language from this ancient source, the
same root means to take. The root nem- means to
distribute in Greek but in German it means to take.
So, springing from the same ancient root words, we
see the words for give and take as interchangeable,
as synonyms.
And in my experience this has been shown to be
a law that is proven over and over again. All of the
largest gifts in the history of the Land Conservancy
have been given without our asking for the gift.
Let me say that again: All of the largest gifts in the
history of the Land Conservancy have been given
without our asking.
I believe this is due to the fact that the giver is
also a recipient of the gift, both a giver and taker
at once, and the receiver is also a giver in this

exchange. The gift-giver is obviously not a taker in the
modern, selfish sense of the word; rather the donor is a
recipient in a noble sense of the word. The donor feels
that he or she is advancing essential values and work in
the community, and, as a member of the community, is
both a receiver and a provider of the benefits of this work
and values. Donors also feel that they have “taken” over
the years as their wealth accumulates, and there is a drive,
sometimes described in retrospect as an unconscious
force, to engage in the reciprocity of the world by giving
back once enough has been taken. This reminds one of the
inclination of nature to always seek balance.
The receiver of the gift, too, often experiences the full
range of the spectrum of exchange. The so-called taker
is in fact a giver to the community, constantly providing
some benefit or value or service to others.
The simplistic notion that there are pure “givers”
and “takers” is often exploded when the giver expresses
his or her feelings about the gift. Without exception, the
donors speak of feeling as if they have received, not given.
As a fundraiser, it is humbling and even a bit surreal to
be sincerely and profoundly thanked by a person who
has just provided your mission with a transformational
amount of funding. This reminds me of the old saying, oft
spoken by grandmothers and other sages, you can’t give
away a smile because you always get one back. Wise
grandmothers also know that one cannot give away anger,
because one always gets anger back!
This law of reciprocity and exchange is also vividly
manifest in nature in what is known as the law of color. If
an object is red, for example, it is red because it absorbs
all of the colors except for red; the red object actually gives
red back to the world, it reflects red and takes in all the
other colors of the rainbow. To give red is to become red
in the world of nature. The giver receives that which it
contributes.
I was amazed when I discovered that our ancient
linguistic history accounts for this counter-intuitive truth.
We came from people who lived thousands of years ago
who left us a linguistic road map to wisdom and truth. But
our seemingly advanced civilization has corrupted this
law of nature such that our language, at least superficially,
portrays giving and taking as opposites or antonyms.
The Land Conservancy seeks to provide our
communities with a healthy habitat, a habitat that
supports a great diversity of life. And by giving to the
best of our ability we have learned that others will in
turn provide for us. To all of you, we wish to express our
gratitude. We will continue to thrive together.
Cochran is president and CEO of the Land
Conservancy.

Now, more than ever

A
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What troubles me is that over
the past few years, timed
with the economic recession
and the polarization in
Washington, I have detected
an increase in cynicism over
the need to be concerned with
the environment.

relate to the stated benefits of recycling plastic bottles
than to understand the complexities of ecosystems.
But it is hugely important we do understand how we
are a part of, not apart from, virtually every one of the
earth’s ecosystems.
I often use the “canary in the coal mine” analogy
from the early mining days when discussing the
realities of the rapid increase in extinctions of species
and the need for the Endangered Species Act. When
canaries died in a mineshaft, did they stop mining
because they didn’t want to see any more canaries
die? No, of course not. They recognized that the
death of the canaries indicated that something was
seriously wrong with the mineshaft “system,” of
which miners were an integral part. For the good of
humans as well as canaries the condition needed to
be addressed. I point out we should see endangered
species the same way. In my judgment, the
Endangered Species Act is not so much about saving
the last California condor or Nashville crayfish, but
rather recognizing their decline probably indicates
something is terribly wrong in the mineshaft.
It is up to us in organizations like Western Reserve
Land Conservancy to continue to press the message.
Making wise decisions now are critical if we are to provide
a healthier, sustainable world for our grandchildren and
their grandchildren. We must continue to lead the way
in helping communities and individuals make wise landuse decisions, ensuring critical open space is protected,
educating people that caring for the environment does
matter – now, more than ever!
Over the years, through the many meetings I
have participated in, mission statements, slogans and
communication strategies are often the topic of discussion.
I have always preferred the simple, direct statement that
one of our founders continually hammered home: “It’s
about the land, stupid!” Let’s not forget it.
Stanley is the retired Chief of Natural Resources for
Cleveland Metroparks and an original founder of the
Russell Land Conservancy.

naturally speaking

s many of you know, my second career has been
working on small cruise ships, lecturing and
helping passengers enjoy their journeys up and
down the East Coast of the United States and along the
inside passage of Alaska.
All right, the choice of the word “working” may seem
a bit over the top, but I bring this up
only to define the context of the point I
want to make in this article. The people I
meet on these trips are above average in
intelligence and, of course, in economic
resources. They have been very successful
in their careers; top professionals in their
fields, CEOs, business owners, military
leaders and so on. They represent the
top tier of our society. What troubles me is that over
the past few years, timed with the economic recession
and the polarization in Washington, I have detected an
increase in cynicism over the need to be concerned with
the environment. Why do we need the EPA? It only
stifles economic growth. What a waste of taxpayers’
money to try and restore the Everglades! Who cares if the
northern spotted owl or some obscure lizard in California
disappears?
I am not implying that everyone I meet holds these
opinions, but they are certainly being voiced more often
then anytime in the recent past. I find this both troubling
and, more to the point, downright scary. Some may argue
that recycling programs, organic farming and locally
grown produce are all on the rise, and this points to a
greater awareness of our environment. Others will say
what I am experiencing is only a short-term manifestation
of the economic downturn. I hope they are right, but I see
a significant difference between the ideas of reducing our
waste stream to landfills or buying locally grown beans
and the attitude that eight billion humans are not in any
way significantly affecting global climate change or what’s
the big deal if the Great Lakes become giant “carp ponds.”
The first deals with a tangible, easily understood
idea, the second with a broader, but significantly more
important concept. Clearly it is easier for most people to
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UNWAVERING FOCUS
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direction

The Land Conservancy harmonizes with a changing world
without changing its vision.

The Land Conservancy is playing a role in the revitalization of our urban neighborhoods.

“It is always wise to look ahead, but difficult to look farther than you can see.”
Winston Churchill

I

n times like this, when change seems everywhere,
we like to pause and reflect on the path we are
traveling to realize our vision. We recall that less
than a decade ago we were a collection of small land
trusts, each doing fairly straightforward and homogenous
transactions. Typically, we worked with landowners
willing to donate conservation easements to protect their
properties, mainly exurban natural areas. We measured
our success based on the number of acres we protected,
about 8,000 acres collectively by 2006. That same year, a
merger that created Western Reserve Land Conservancy
also crystallized our collective vision for northern Ohio
as a region that embraces its abundant natural resources,
storied history and rich diversity.
Our vision statement, shown at right, became our
guiding light.
It showed us the way as we worked to integrate eight
unique operations and cultures into a newly merged
organization, while maintaining the local connections that
make our work relevant and real. It challenged us to begin
doing what we call working lands easements – to preserve
farms, orchards, forests and other productive rural land.

6

Farmland preservation might seem like a no-brainer
today, but at the time it was a shift from the norm both
strategically and operationally. The shift was possible
because we realized it is essential to protect our region’s
working lands if we are to truly realize our vision.
Throughout this time of change, our vision statement
remained intact. And while our vision did not change,
we began to change.
Several years later, in the wake of a foreclosure
crisis that rocked our region’s cities, our vision inspired
us to help our urban centers. But how could we apply
our land-protection expertise in an urban setting? We
wondered how our organization, to this point focused on
protecting natural and working lands, could effectively
work in urban areas. With so many organizations and
civic leaders lending their hands to this important
work, we searched for an area in which we could add
distinctive value. We reflected on what our strengths
really are ... and examined, once again, our vision
statement. We studied the situation to learn more
about the causes and effects of urban abandonment – to
understand how we could contribute to this challenge

Our Vision
There is nothing more beautiful than a crisp
fall day in northern Ohio: the sun shimmering
on our great Lake Erie; the red and yellow
leaves of a beech maple forest; the long views
of crop and pasture land framed by towering
forests; and the gentle murmuring rivers that
run through our glacial landscape. We love
the Western Reserve. It is where we rear our
children and where our hearts reside.
Our vision is that today, a decade from now, and
beyond the time that we can imagine, the Western
Reserve will be a stunningly beautiful and healthy
place. An authentic place filled with breathtaking
scenic views, abundant clean rivers and lakes, miles
and miles of connected trails for hiking, biking,
skiing, and horseback riding; and an accessible,
clean and safe great lake for world class fishing,
swimming, and boating.

Pete McDonald, our director of stewardship, at Big Swamp
Preserve, a natural area that is representative of our traditional
land-protection work.

pursuant to our vision and in relation to the external
context.
By adding a new leader, Jim Rokakis, to our existing
strengths, we created a team uniquely qualified to develop
an effective program focused on revitalizing our urban
neighborhoods. Thriving Communities Institute has
already established a remarkable response to our region’s
greatest challenge; by developing new tools and financial
resources at all levels of government, philanthropy and the
private sector, we are suddenly playing a key role in making
our cities safer and stronger. With the goal of supporting
and accelerating the good work of others, we seek a path
of harmony within the symphony of action that constantly
plays all around us.
Now we look at the Land Conservancy’s vision
statement and realize how enduring and enabling it really
is. It provides us with the agility we need to accommodate a
constantly changing world, while simultaneously providing
a clear view of our future that focuses our efforts and
inspires our work. The world that we observe through the
lens of our vision is always changing, and while the view is
often a bit cloudy, our vision has never been clearer.

Development will be concentrated in historic urban
areas such as Cleveland and Akron, in historic
Western Reserve villages such as Chagrin Falls,
Brecksville, Medina and Bay Village and, as needed,
in new areas that promote lasting, communityoriented development. Working farms will flourish,
supported by local markets that provide healthy and
fresh produce that connects citizens to the land in
a tangible, enduring way. Parks and preserves will
provide people with a special connection to the land,
a safe place where children can play, and a quality
of life that attracts and retains as residents a great
diversity of people.
Western Reserve Land Conservancy inspires
citizens throughout our region in the effort to protect
land and water resources to positively impact our
collective quality of life; to create a habitat that
serves people. We envision a healthy and scenic
landscape, a patchwork quilt of large natural areas
connected by wildlife and river corridors, a beautiful
region interspersed with well-planned agricultural,
residential, and commercial development that
supports the people of our region now and forever.
7
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thriving communities

Barbara Anderson at her home in Cleveland’s Slavic Village.

B
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A new era for our neighborhoods

arbara Anderson thinks the process of reinvigorating a neighborhood is not unlike the one
she uses when she is trying to revitalize a tired,
outdated room in her own house.
“The first thing I do,” she said, “is get rid of the garbage.
Once you get that accomplished, you have a clear idea of
what you want to do. You can consider your options.”
She said the neighborhood equivalent of a household
cleanup is safely holding properties in land banks and then
demolishing abandoned homes. Anderson, who has lived in
Cleveland’s Slavic Village neighborhood for 30 years, sees it
as the path to rejuvenation.
“Yes, it is a challenge, but it is also an opportunity
to upgrade, to update Cleveland,” she said. “It might not
have been the way we envisioned, but it is happening. Our
neighborhoods are broken. They no longer work. We need
to look at things that will work.”
Anderson is one of the thousands of urban residents
across the state who are now looking to land banks as a

way to improve neighborhoods that have been devastated
by the foreclosure crisis. The opportunity to help these
neighborhoods prompted the Land Conservancy in 2011
to form Thriving Communities Institute and name Jim
Rokakis – creator of the Cuyahoga County Land Bank, the
first of its type in Ohio – as its executive director.
“I see the land bank as a blessing, a very positive thing
for our community,” Anderson said. “I know Jim Rokakis
is passionate about this, and he is an honorable man.”
For the past year, Rokakis has been helping counties
around the state set up land banks and worked closely
with Ohio Attorney General Mike DeWine to set aside
$75 million from a major foreclosure settlement to
demolish vacant and abandoned homes. Rokakis has also
supported legislation co-sponsored by U.S. Reps. Steve
LaTourette and Marcia Fudge that would authorize states
and land banks to issue $4 billion in demolition bonds to
raze vacant, foreclosed and abandoned homes across the
country and prevent “a tsunami of blight.”

Union Community Garden has sprouted on these vacant
lots at East 74th Street and Union Avenue.

“One of Thriving Communities’ top priorities has
been to facilitate the creation of more county land banks
across the region,” Rokakis said. “The Cuyahoga County
Land Bank has demonstrated its value as the most
effective and comprehensive program in the country to
deal with vacant properties. How we re-use these parcels
is an important key to our region’s health.”
The Andersons – the first African-American family
to move into Slavic Village – were also one of the first
victims of predatory lending. After three arson fires
were set on their property – the garage had to be rebuilt
twice – the Andersons’ insurance company dropped its
coverage, forcing the family to borrow money in order to
make repairs to the house.
Today, Anderson, the executive director of Another
Chance of Ohio, a faith-based nonprofit serving
Greater Cleveland, is optimistic about the future of her
neighborhood.
“There is so much good happening here,” she said.
“It is a friendly neighborhood, and I think we’re all
passionate about making it better. You grow strong
neighborhoods when you grow strong neighbors.”

“It is also an opportunity to upgrade, to
update Cleveland. It might not have been the
way we envisioned, but it is happening. Our
neighborhoods are broken. They no longer
work. We need to look at things that will work.”
Barbara Anderson

One year ago, the Land Conservancy launched
Thriving Communities Institute to help revitalize
urban centers where vacant and abandoned homes
have devastated neighborhoods.
Thriving Communities Institute Director Jim Rokakis,
who had been instrumental in forming the first
county land bank in Ohio in Cuyahoga County, started
working with officials around the state to establish
places to safely hold abandoned and tax-foreclosed
properties. County land banks retain these properties
until they can be returned to productive use.
Today, there are seven county land banks in Ohio – in
Cuyahoga, Lucas, Trumbull, Mahoning, Montgomery,
Franklin and Hamilton counties – and another 11 are
in the planning stages. In the course of addressing the
problem, Rokakis and Thriving Communities have
gained national attention: A “60 Minutes” segment
titled “There goes the neighborhood” focused on the
need to demolish abandoned homes, as did Jim’s guest
column in The Washington Post. Rokakis received
inquiries from officials across the country.
In addition to the land bank successes, Thriving
Communities has worked closely with public officials to
set aside the funding needed to raze vacant, foreclosed
and abandoned homes.
The first major development on that front was a joint
federal-state settlement with five of the nation’s largest
mortgage servicers, one that set aside $75 million for
the demolition of vacant and abandoned homes in
Ohio. The second was the introduction of a bill by U.S.
Reps. Steve LaTourette and Marcia Fudge that would
provide $4 billion for states and land banks to issue
demolition bonds to raze vacant and abandoned homes
across the country.
“Thriving Communities’ progress this first year has
far exceeded all expectations,” Rokakis said. “We are
actively working with land banks all over Ohio. In
addition to the demolition funding, we are currently
seeking funding for a Clean and Green Revitalization
Program, and for pilot revitalization projects in four
counties. Our second year of operations should be even
more exciting.”

KEN WOOD
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A productive first year
for Thriving Communities

Ohio Attorney General
Mike DeWine, left, and
Thriving Communities
Institute Director Jim
Rokakis speak at a news
conference in Cleveland.
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land protection

A MILESTONE
IN LAND PRESERVATION

One of the waterfalls at Hell Hollow Wilderness Area in Lake County

2011 protected acreage total is highest in Land Conservancy’s history

I

n 2011, our land-protection work took place in 28
municipalities, 12 counties and two states. It involved
3,800 acres of farmland, nearly 1,200 acres of forest
and 264 acres of wetland. And it soared to new heights: We
preserved nearly 5,500 acres, the highest annual total in our
six-year history.
While the value of conservation cannot be measured
solely in numbers, the amount of permanently protected
land is clearly a meaningful statistic. By the year’s end,
the Land Conservancy, which was formed in 2006 by
the merger of eight local land trusts, had preserved 421
properties and 28,723 acres – an area nearly the size of the
combined public and private acreage within the borders of
the Cuyahoga Valley National Park.
In 2011 alone, 50 parcels and 5,473 acres were
preserved.
The 2011 results included the largest-ever single
conservation easement project in Ohio: the permanent
preservation of nearly 3,100 acres by Richard and
Rhonda Thompson in Ashtabula, Trumbull and Mercer
(Pa.) counties. In addition, larger farms in Lorain, Erie,
Ashtabula, Geauga and Trumbull counties were protected
by conservation easements.
10

“These are real milestones, and we are so grateful to
the hundreds of property owners throughout our region
who, by voluntarily donating conservation easements
on their land, are making northern Ohio a healthier,
more vibrant place and preserving the rich farmland
that produces our food,” said Rich Cochran, the Land
Conservancy’s president and CEO.
A conservation easement is a legal instrument in
which a landowner agrees to permanently restrict future
development of his or her property. The easement remains
in effect when ownership changes.
Here is a look at some of the properties preserved
in 2011:
Thompsons make major commitment
to conservation
Farmland makes up more than two-thirds of the
3,095 acres preserved by the Thompsons through donated
conservation easements. In addition, the protected
properties include 11.4 miles, or about 60,000 linear
feet, of tributaries to the Shenango River. Most of the
tributaries flow into Pymatuning Creek, a major branch of
the Shenango River.
continued on page 12

Sky is the limit for these volunteers

T

he Land Conservancy has
reached new heights in
its ability to monitor preserved
properties: 1,500 feet, to be
precise.
Veteran pilots John Lawton,
89, and Curt Keal, 56, conducted
the Land Conservancy’s firstever aerial stewardship visit
when they checked Richard
and Rhonda Thompson’s
conservation easements – 3,100
acres worth – from the cockpit
of Lawton’s Cessna 172 single-propeller airplane.
With Lawton at the controls and Keal visually
checking each of the 23 parcels in three counties
– Ashtabula, Trumbull and Mercer (Pa.) – it took
less than two hours for the volunteers to complete a
monitoring visit that might have taken up to a month
to do on foot, the traditional way. Lawton circled each
preserved parcel or group of parcels while Keal took
field notes and photos.
“I figured we’re not going anywhere, so the slower
the better,” Lawton said.
When property is preserved through the Land
Conservancy, the organization joins in a partnership
with the landowner to uphold the conservation
easement. That includes making annual visits to all
preserved properties.
Pete McDonald, the Land Conservancy’s director
of stewardship, said the Thompson project posed a
particular challenge because of the number of parcels,
the amount of acreage and the fact that the properties
are spread out over such a wide area. The easements,
finalized in 2011, constitute Ohio’s largest-ever
farmland preservation project.
“Having so much land to visit each year is a
good problem to have in the land conservation
field,” McDonald said. “The Thompson project
represents around 1,000 acres of forest and
2,000 acres of crop land. We had to find a
creative way to make these visits efficient.”
Enter Lawton, of Westfield Township, and
Keal, of Medina, who both make charity flights
for nonprofits and fly out of the same airfield,
Skypark in Wadsworth. Lawton has flown for
several medical transporters, including Patient
AirLift Services and Angel Flight, and both pilots
have helped LightHawk, a volunteer-based
environmental aviation organization serving
conservation groups.

“I look for something that
would be of use to someone,”
Lawton said.
The retired engineer
started flying in 1956 while
working for the Cornell
Aeronautical Laboratory in
Buffalo, N.Y. Then, he said,
you could rent a plane for $4
an hour. Fuel was 25 cents
a gallon. For Lawton, flying
would become a lifelong
passion.
Keal’s entire family – he, wife Patti and all their
children – fly. Keal, the credit manager for Ohio CAT in
Broadview Heights, started charity flights by helping the
Medina Raptor Center deliver “program” birds – those
that cannot be released back into the wild – to places
throughout the East, including West Palm Beach, Fla.
(an osprey and a red-tailed hawk) and Williamsburg,
Va. (a peregrine falcon). Bill Jordan, who operates the
rehabilitation center with wife Laura and is also the Land
Conservancy’s Medina associate field director, asked
Keal to join the group’s Medina Summit Chapter. It was
through the chapter that Keal learned about Lawton and
their mutual desire to help the Land Conservancy.
‘I’m glad I was given the talent to fly and navigate, and
that I can do something useful with the gift,” Keal said.
He has done just that. McDonald said the initial aerial
stewardship visit was so successful that he anticipates
asking the pair to do additional high-altitude monitoring
in the coming year.
“John and Curt could not have offered their services
at a better time,” McDonald said. “We are very grateful to
them for volunteering their time and talent.”
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This was the
first out-of-state
conservation
easement recorded
by the Land
Conservancy, which
sometimes does
special projects
outside its 14-county
northern Ohio service
region.
Scott Hill, the Land
Conservancy’s eastern
field director, said the
project is important
not only because of the
vast amount of preserved acreage but also because of
the protection afforded to river corridors and farmland.
He called Richard Thompson “one of the most forwardthinking and insightful people I have ever known.”
The Thompsons had previously preserved 581 acres in
Ashtabula County through conservation easements held
by the Land Conservancy and Ashtabula County Soil and
Water Conservation District.
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Couple preserves Huron Co. farmland
Gordon and Kathy Oney once again showed why they
are conservation leaders by permanently preserving 208
acres of Huron County farmland in conjunction with the
Land Conservancy.
The Oneys have now granted three conservation
easements to the Land Conservancy, the first one coming
in 2008. The farms are located in Ripley Township and
produce grain for a large dairy operation owned by another
family member.
“This was something we’ve talked about for a long
time,” Gordon Oney said. “Kathy and I were born and
raised here in the county and a lot has changed with regard
to land use, with much of it not being for the better. We’ve
seen too many whole farms carved up in to smaller units
and poorly developed. We did not want our farms at risk of
similar fate in the distant future. So we’ve chosen the Land
Conservancy to preserve them in their present state, and
are very happy having done so.”
Andy McDowell, western field director for the Land
Conservancy, said Gordon Oney has been a leader in
both the farm and conservation communities. He was
a member of the Western Reserve Land Conservancy
Board of Trustees after the organization was formed by a
2006 merger and is currently on the Land Conservancy’s
Firelands Chapter board.
The Oneys are well known in the Huron County
farming community and have helped spread the word
about conservation, according to McDowell.

“Gordon has been
very instrumental in
furthering farmland
preservation in Huron
County by talking to
others in the farming
community and by
his own actions”
McDowell said.
“He recently told
me that if he had a
bucket list of things
to accomplish in his
life, preserving these
farms would have
been right at the top
of the to-do list.”
Hiram College adds land for field station
Hiram College partnered with the Land Conservancy
to acquire 152 acres of protected woodlands and wetlands
property and add it to the James T. Barrow Field Station,
east of the college’s main campus.
The land, formerly owned by Isaac Yomtovian and
adjacent to the field station, was acquired as part of the
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency’s Water Resource
Restoration Sponsorship Program. The transfer expands
the Field Station property to nearly 550 acres.
The college and the Land Conservancy worked for
almost two years to secure the property, which will allow
for the protection of approximately 1,625 linear feet of
Silver Creek, one of four designated cold water streams
of the Mahoning River Watershed; 3,444 linear feet of
Eagle Creek into which Silver Creek flows; and other
wetland habitats. As part of the OEPA program, the
Land Conservancy and the college will provide for the
restoration of nearly 1,630 linear feet of Eagle Creek,
which should create hydrological benefits for the village of
Garrettsville, which sits downstream from the protected
property.
Work on the restoration of Eagle Creek will be
managed by the Davey Resource Co., and the Land
Conservancy will continue to monitor progress and
usage of the land as part of its annual stewardship
responsibilities. Hiram students and faculty will be able to
access the property as part of their environmental studies,
biology and other courses. The field station already mounts
numerous water quality, wetlands and wildlife study
projects.
Geauga Co. dairy farm is permanently preserved
When a 285-acre working dairy farm with one of the
most scenic views in Geauga County was permanently
protected by an agricultural easement barring future
development, owner Mildred Weedon called it the “dream
continued on page 14

‘I like to see farmland stay farmland’

K

eith Waris’s farm is
steeped in history.
One of the three
majestic white oak
trees at the edge
of his Ashtabula
County property has
a circumference of 19
feet, making it about
360 years old, according
to an age-estimating
formula from the
International Society
of Arboriculture. The
original farm house
– from which Waris
watches bald eagles
perched in the oak trees,
ready to swoop down for fish in Pymatuning Creek – was
built in the early 1800s, around the time Ohio became a
state.
And lifelong farmer Waris himself is a throwback to
an earlier time.
“(Farming) is the only thing I’ve ever done, and I
love it,” he said.
The soft-spoken Waris started farming the property
well before he graduated from Andover High School in
1965. Once a dairy farm, Waris sold his cows in 2001 –
“It is a tough life, and it is hard on your knees,” he said
– and now grows hay, corn and beans, raises rodeo stock
for the Professional Bull Riders tour and has his own
excavating business.
Today, the original 103-acre farm acquired by
Waris’s grandfather during the Great Depression has
grown to 525 acres. Waris has made a huge commitment
to the future of farming on his property by permanently
preserving about 351 acres with conservation easements
held by the Land Conservancy. The most recent
easement was put in place in 2011.
Waris’s motive was simple.

“I like to see
farmland stay
farmland,” he said. “I
think this is a unique
area, and it ought to
stay that way.”
Waris and
neighbor Richard
Thompson, who
has preserved
nearly 3,700 acres
in partnership
with the Land
Conservancy, have
become conservation
ambassadors in the
Pymatuning Creek
corridor, according to
Scott Hill, the Land Conservancy’s eastern field director.
“Every neighborhood has someone who acts as
the glue that holds things together,” Hill said. “On
Underwood Road, that person is Keith Waris. Keith
is the guy that helps out others, from digging a trench
for a friend to pulling the township truck out of a ditch
because he has the only local tractor big enough to get it
done. We once called people like Keith the pillars of the
community. And on Underwood Road, they still do.”
Hill said that while the vast majority of Waris’s
property is tilled, a 15-acre wet meadow habitat there
is home to sandhill cranes, the endangered clubshell
mussel, river otters, black bears and Trumpeter Swans.
Waris loves his front-row seat for this nature show.
“I like being outside, and I like watching wildlife,”
he said.
Waris said he has gained a sense of fulfillment
from the preservation of his own farmland and the
collaborative efforts of his neighbors to protect
Pymatuning Creek. “I feel good about it. I hate to see
anything destroyed. I feel we have done the right thing,”
he said.

“I think this is a unique area,
and it ought to stay that way.”

DAVID LIAM KYLE

Keith Waris
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thousand feet of headwater tributaries to
Paine Creek, which is a coldwater tributary of
the Grand River. These tributary streams are
found in a mature hemlock ravine highlighted
by several waterfalls, two of which are over 30
feet.
The remainder of the natural property
is mature hardwood forest consisting of red
oak, sugar maple, beech, hemlock, cherry and
hickory trees. The property is adjacent on two
sides to Hell Hollow, an 836-acre park that
has been designed by Audubon Ohio as an
Important Bird Area.
Hell Hollow has a high cliff top with a
loop trail and 262 timber steps that provide
a dramatic descent to the creek valley. The
more than 100-foot-deep ravine was carved
thousands of years ago by Paine Creek after
glaciers retreated from Ohio.

continued from page 12

of my senior years … now I can rest in peace.”
The Weedon Reservation Farm, located at the corner
of Route 528 and Hosmer Road in Parkman Township,
is now permanently preserved for agricultural use under
an easement held by the Geauga County Commissioners
and the Land Conservancy. This working dairy farm
was preserved under the state’s Agricultural Easement
Purchase Program, a statewide, farmland-protection
initiative administered by the Ohio Department of
Agriculture.
Brett Rodstrom, northeastern field director for the
Land Conservancy, said his organization worked with the
Weedon family, ODA and the Geauga County Planning
Commission to preserve the farm, which was first owned
by Henry Parkman, for whom the township was named.
“The family felt strongly that this farm must be
protected in perpetuity to preserve not only the history of
Parkman Township, but also the agricultural heritage and
scenic beauty of Geauga County,” Rodstrom said
Transaction paves way for park expansion
Lake Metroparks’ Hell Hollow Wilderness Area grew
a bit when the Land Conservancy sold the park system
a 9-acre tract adjacent to the Leroy Township park. The
parcel was part of a 12.5-acre property that had been
acquired by the Land Conservancy.
The land sold to the park system contains several
14
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Easement will protect Ashtabula watershed
The Land Conservancy’s first conservation easement
in the Ashtabula River watershed was recorded when Jeff
and Cindy Suszynski permanently preserved 80 acres in
Plymouth Township. The donated easement in Ashtabula
County protects several thousand feet of tributaries to the
Ashtabula River.
The protected property, which is located near the
northwest corner of Morgan and Brown roads, is almost
entirely forested and will be used as a hunting area for
the family. The Suszynskis, who live in Geauga County,
retained the right to build a cabin and lake on the land.
“It has always been my dream to own and manage a
piece of property for wildlife,” said Jeff Suszynski, who is
an avid outdoorsman. “I wanted to preserve this land so it
can never be developed, and hopefully my kids will be able
to enjoy it in its natural state. The (conservation easement)
process was pretty easy, and the Land Conservancy was
very responsive.”
Family preserves farm in Macedonia
In recent years, the city of Macedonia in Summit
County has seen plenty of development. Residents Sally
and Philip Meyfarth made sure their farm will never
disappear.
Working with the Land Conservancy, the Meyfarths
donated a conservation easement on their 18-acre family
farm on Shepard Road. The parcel is what remains from
a 160-acre farm owned by the Meyfarth family since the
1940s. It includes a beautifully maintained 1850s Greek
revival farmhouse, and language in the agreement provides
a level of protection for this important structure.
The Meyfarths are advocates of locally grown food
and connecting consumers with their food sources. They
envision their property being used in the future for urban
continued on page 16

Family preserves Erie County farms

F

or the past 55
years, Marge
Wallrabenstein has lived
in a tranquil setting – a
150-acre farm in Erie
County. Yet she has had
a recurring nightmare in
which her way of life is
threatened.
“I would wake up,
and apartments had
appeared overnight,”
she said.
There are no
multifamily dwellings,
of course. And there
never will be. The
Wallrabenstein family
– Marge, her son John and his wife Shirley – have
permanently preserved nearly 600 acres of farmland
with conservation easements granted to the Land
Conservancy.
John and Shirley’s 415-acre farm in Oxford
Township was preserved along with Marge’s tract in
Milan Township. The fifth-generation farms have been
in the family since the 1840s.
John Wallrabenstein said the family was not pleased
when a longtime farm just down the road was carved up
for residential lots after the owner died. He said even
though his own children are not likely to be farmers
– son John Ross is pursuing a doctorate in computer
science while daughter Katie is a law student at Ohio
State University – he did not want his family’s farmland
to become just another housing tract.
“We’re not interested in selling lots. I don’t want to
see happen what happened elsewhere,” he said.
Shirley Wallrabenstein said preserving the farmland
“is definitely a good thing. We don’t want to have houses
cropping up everywhere.”
John said the idea of putting conservation easements

on the family
property arose from
conversations with
Andy McDowell, the
Land Conservancy’s
western field
director, at Erie
County Farm Bureau
meetings. John has
held several officerlevel positions with
the Farm Bureau.
The conservation
easements on the
family’s farmland were
finalized in late 2011.
“These are both
among the best
maintained and managed grain farms I have had the
privilege to walk. I commend the Wallrabenstein
family for their commitment to land management,
conservation and leadership in preserving this rich
farmland,” McDowell said.
The farms, which are south of Sandusky and easily
visible from the Ohio Turnpike, have produced a wide
variety of crops over the years. Marge Wallrabenstein
said timber from her farm was once used by the Kelley
family (for which Kelleys Island was named) for building
ships. Later, corn, peas, lima beans and pumpkins were
grown for the nearby Stokely-Van Camp Inc. plant. For
a time, tomatoes and sugar beets were produced.
Today, John Wallrabenstein said, the farms produce
corn, wheat, soybeans “and lots of popcorn.” In fact, if
you munch on Orville Redenbacher’s or Act II popcorn
while watching your favorite television show, there is
a good chance you’ve tasted a Wallrabenstein-grown
product. The family sells popcorn to snack food giant
ConAgra Foods Inc.
And thanks to the Wallrabensteins, the land will
continue to produce food for future generations.
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“We’re not
interested in selling
lots. I don’t want
to see happen
what happened
elsewhere.”
John Wallrabenstein
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About 3,800 acres of farmland was preserved by the
Land Conservancy in 2011. Dan and Carol Fishwick, right,
protected land on Rock Creek, a tributary of the Grand River.

continued from page 14

agriculture and educational programs, and their easement
supports these types of activities.
Bill Jordan, associate field director for the Land
Conservancy, said in the context of a largely built-out
community like Macedonia, the 18 acres preserved is not
insignificant. “In addition to the agricultural areas on the
property, the easement also protects natural areas that
provide critical bird and wildlife habitat,” Jordan said.
More farmland is preserved Lorain Co.
In 2006, Tom and Jane Younglas first inquired about
conservation easements at a Land Conservancy information
meeting in Wellington. Last year, Tom, who in 2009 ended
a 36-year career as a Penfield Township trustee, and his wife
permanently preserved 326 acres of farmland in southeast
Lorain County in conjunction with the Land Conservancy.
The Younglases donated three conservation easements
for land in Penfield and LaGrange townships. The Younglas
family purchased the farm in 1930.
The Land Conservancy’s McDowell said, “I applaud
and respect what the Younglases are doing – they are
great people. When we discussed with them whether they
might seek a purchased agricultural easement instead of
a donated one, Tom indicated they would not. He added,
‘Compensation is not necessary to do the right thing.’”
Tom Younglas stated, “My folks bought this farm and
spent their whole lives building it up. They raised five
children here. My wife and I kept adding to it and we put
in a lot of work. Former farms nearby are now housing
developments. I want to preserve this farm to know that this
won’t happen to our farm.” Jane Younglas added, “We love
this farm. We don’t know of anyone who doesn’t like to eat.
If this land were to have houses on it this farm wouldn’t be
available to produce food for people again”.
The protected property includes more than one mile
of frontage along the East Branch of the Black River, with
some areas on both sides.
16

Land Conservancy
records first Mahoning
Co. easements
The Land Conservancy
recorded its first two
conservation easements in
Mahoning County when
Humility of Mary Health
Partners, which owns and
manages a hospital network
in the Mahoning Valley,
preserved two parcels
totaling 22 acres. One of
the easements is on a 17.2acre tract that is one parcel
removed from the Mill Creek
Golf Course, the Boardman
Township property owned by
Mill Creek MetroParks.
During the construction
of HMHP’s St. Elizabeth
Health Center on state Route
7 in Boardman, the Ohio
Environmental Protection
Agency ruled that HMHP would need to mitigate the loss
of wetlands there with conservation easements on both the
project site and on newly created, off-site wetlands.
HMHP has done so through two conservation
easements. One is on a nearly 5-acre, forested riparian
parcel adjacent to the newly constructed health center. The
second easement is 17.2-acre forested tract with wetlands
along state routes 224 and 625, in Boardman.
Teachers preserve creekside acreage
In Ashtabula County’s Rome Township, retired
teachers and lifelong conservationists Carol and Dan
Fishwick of Willoughby have permanently preserved 32
acres on Rock Creek, a tributary to the state-designated
wild and scenic Grand River, in conjunction with the Land
Conservancy.
The Fishwicks, who are also accomplished musicians,
bought the property 25 years ago and have managed the
woodland for wildlife habitat, created a pond, planted
several hundred trees and produced maple syrup. The
parcel is adjacent to another preserved site and is about
four miles east of Ashcroft Woods, the Johnson Road
property owned by the Land Conservancy.
The property is entirely forested and has 15 acres of
wetlands and 3,800 feet of frontage on Rock Creek. The
Fishwicks, who have a weekend home on the land, manage
the property as a forested preserve and have several trails
and a bridge across the creek for access to the eastern half
of the property

Picturesque farm preserves family legacy

J

generations,” said Bill Jordan,
Medina associate field director for
the Land Conservancy.
Hutchinson’s childhood
memories of working on the farm
and spending time there with her
family were central to her decision
to preserve the land. So was her own
love of the natural world.
“I like the outdoors and I like
nature,” she said.
Hutchinson’s appreciation of the
outdoors is rooted in her childhood
experiences at the Hinckley property,
which was returned to a fully working
farm. The harvest was shared with
family, friends and crews on the
steamships of the Pioneer Steamship
and Buckeye Steamship fleets. Today,
the farming consists of raising grain crops.
Each summer, Joanne and her sisters took trips
on her father’s freighters as they transported iron ore,
grain, stone, coal, pulp wood and automobiles from one
Great Lakes port to another. “It was a real education.
These were working boats, not passenger ships,”
Hutchinson said.
Hutchinson’s attachment to the Hinckley farm –
“This is my home,” she said – has grown stronger and
stronger over the years. Standing on the property’s
highest elevations, you can see the city of Akron on a clear
day. Even on a cloudy day, you can see the natural beauty
that attracted a shipping company owner to dry land.
“It is,” Joanne said, “an exceptional setting.”

KEN WOOD

oanne Hutchinson was never a
fan of the time-honored Sunday
drive.
She grudgingly joined her three
older sisters in the back seat of the
family sedan when the Hutchinsons
made their weekly sojourn from
their home in Lakewood to farm
country in the early 1930s.
“I would always get car sick, so
I hated it,” Hutchinson said with a
laugh.
The long Sunday motor tours
ended in 1936, when Joanne’s father,
Great Lakes shipping company
owner John T. Hutchinson decided
to purchase a farm of his own in
rural Hinckley Township. According
to Joanne Hutchinson, her father
used the picturesque Medina County farm as a weekend
retreat. “Then, as he got older, the weekend went from
Thursday to Tuesday,” she said.
The farm eventually helped keep the growing family
together by providing a warm, welcoming gathering place
for all. Joanne Hutchinson, a retired microbiologist
who spent 35 years working at University Hospitals, has
lived on the Parker Road farm since 1967 and six years
ago permanently preserved the 76-acre property with a
conservation easement co-held by the Land Conservancy
and Cleveland Metroparks, which owns the Whipp’s
Ledges area to the west.
“The Land Conservancy is grateful for Joanne’s
generosity in protecting this land for the benefit of future

Even on a cloudy day, you can see the natural beauty that attracted a
shipping company owner to dry land.
17
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ORCHARD HILLS: ACT 2

Keith McClintock, left, and Matthew McCue at the Geauga Park District’s Orchard Hills Park.

How a park district helped nature reclaim
a former Geauga County golf course

W

hen the Geauga Park District began studying
how to restore the former Orchard Hill Golf
Course to its natural state, it didn’t exactly
have a vast menu of blueprints to choose from.
“This was one of the only cases we could find in the
entire nation in which a golf course was being restored to
its natural state,” said Keith McClintock, the park system’s
deputy director.
Today, three years after the Land Conservancy turned
over the land to the park district, Orchard Hills retains
some of the characteristics of a golf course – at least in
the eyes of those who know the property’s history. But it
is also true that the 237-acre park in Chester Township
has undergone a remarkable transformation, one that has
turned culverts into free-flowing streams, putting greens
into meadows and cart paths into walking trails.
Orchard Hills, which attracts hikers, joggers, bicyclists
and nature lovers as well as patrons of the adjacent
Patterson Fruit Farm, has become one of the most popular
parks in the district.
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The restoration project has made the property look
much more like what was once there before tee boxes
– a mature, beech-maple forest ecosystem with clean
headwater streams and wetlands for the Chagrin River.
Matthew McCue, senior park planner for the district, said
the work included restoring approximately 1,890 linear
feet of stream and planting about 2,000 trees.
The bulk of the restoration work has been completed,
although the reforestation of the property will be ongoing
at a rate of about two fairways per year, according to
McCue.
“Overall, this was a unique project because we were
taking the property from a highly maintained state to a
natural one,” McCue said.
The work included “daylighting” streams that had
been culverted and covered with tons of soil, installing
bioswales near parking areas, removing two deteriorated
earthen dams, introducing native plants and reinforcing
creek channels with boulders and coconut matting. At one
point, the park system used an aerial photo from 1930 to
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Former cart paths, above,
are now well-used by
walkers. Boulders, left,
were used to restore
streams that had been
running through culverts.

“This was a unique project because we were
taking the property from a highly maintained
state to a natural one.”
Matthew McCue

determine how a key wetland area looked before the golf
course was built. In other instances, planners examined
ravines and creek beds in unaltered areas for ideas on
restoration.
The park district’s Natural Resource Management
and Planning departments worked closely with URS
Cleveland, an engineering firm, on the restoration
project. The project was funded through two grants from
the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency.
The first grant was through the Section 319 Program,
which is designed to implement Section 319(h) of the
Clean Water Act and restore water quality in Ohio
streams that are currently not meeting standards. The
second grant from the Ohio EPA was through the Water
Resource Restoration Sponsor Program (WRRSP).
The Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District made it
possible for the park district to take advantage of this
program by acting as the project’s sponsor. The WRRSP
funded restoration work and a portion of the property’s
purchase price.

“These grants not only made it possible to restore
the streams and wetlands on site, they also provided seed
money that made it possible for us to leverage additional
funding to cover the acquisition of the land,” said Julia
Mitchell, associate director of conservation funding for the
Land Conservancy.
The changes at Orchard Hills are already making
a difference. Park officials said Paul Pira, the district’s
natural resource management director, has tested
water quality in the streams before the restoration and
today. “(The tests) are already showing positive results,”
McClintock said, adding that the restoration work has also
reduced the thermal impact on the cold-water streams that
are fed by the creeks running through Orchard Hills.
Not all the park improvements were of the natural
variety. In order to make the park more accessible for
visitors, the district added parking lots, restrooms and an
indoor/outdoor lodge.
But nature, after a receiving a jump start from park
planners, once again has top billing.
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Land Conservancy news

Land Conservancy’s new home
is expected to open this fall
Construction of the
Land Conservancy’s new
headquarters on Chagrin
River Road in Moreland
Hills is progressing, and
the building is expected
to be completed by fall.
Workers are now
completing an office
addition to a historic
4,700-square-foot home
adjacent to the Village of
Moreland Hills’ Forest
Ridge Preserve and
across the street from the
Cleveland Metroparks Polo Field.
The Land Conservancy, which
currently leases office space in
Chesterland, expects to relocate
its staff to the new space by fall.
Most of the Land
Conservancy’s staff will work
from the new office addition.
The restored home – one of the
three oldest standing structures
in Moreland Hills – will be a
gathering spot for the public
and our conservation partners.
The former owners, Charles and
Sandy Lang, agreed to sell the
property with the condition that
it be permanently preserved.
Land Conservancy opens
Orrville office
The Land Conservancy has
opened a Wayne County office
at 140 East Market St., Suite
150, in Orrville. Other Land
Conservancy offices are located
in Chesterland, Medina, Oberlin,
Orwell, Painesville and Akron.
Western Field Director Andy
McDowell will work from the
office on a part-time basis until a
full-time staff member is assigned
to Orrville. McDowell can be
contacted at (440) 773-6227.
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Court upholds our right to
enforce easement
A Lake County Common
Pleas judge has upheld the Land
Conservancy’s right to enforce terms of
a 12-year-old conservation easement
in Concord Township, a decision that
supports original owner Victoria Van
Loon’s wishes that the property would
never be developed.
In 2000, Van Loon, who has since
passed away, granted a conservation
easement on her 28-acre parcel

to Grand River Partners.
Even though conservation
easements run with the
property, a subsequent owner
challenged this easement,
first by proposing a 37-home
subdivision in 2007 and
then in court, alleging that
the Land Conservancy –
which absorbed Grand River
Partners in a 2009 merger –
was not the valid holder of the
easement. The court ruled in
the Land Conservancy’s favor.
In a 2003 memorandum,
Chuck Ashcroft, the late executive
director of Grand River Partners,
wrote that Van Loon voiced her
displeasure with development in the
area during the two years they worked
together on the easement. He wrote
that “she did not want that to happen
to her property and was disappointed
she had already sold some parcels.
There was never any doubt on how
Victoria felt about her property…
she often referred to it as her little
paradise.”

Two music festivals
on tap this summer
The Land Conservancy
will stage two music
festivals this summer.
Doors open at 6:30
p.m. Friday, June 8 for the
third annual Conservation
Rocks! concert at the
Beachland Ballroom and
Tavern, 15711 Waterloo
Road, Cleveland. The concert features local musicians who work in the
field of conservation. On Aug. 18, fans of old-time, bluegrass and folk
music will gather in downtown Burton for the eighth annual Raccoon
County Music Festival. This year, the Land Conservancy and the Geauga
County Historical Society will co-sponsor the event, which runs from noon
to 8 p.m. at Century Village, 14653 East Park St., Burton and features
music, workshops, food and beverages.
For ticket information, visit www.wrlandconservancy.org.

Conservation is
a worthy beneficiary.

By donating life insurance policies
that no longer fit into your estate plans
to Western Reserve Land Conservancy,
you can realize tax benefits and help further
conservation in northern Ohio.
Call Robert Koonce at (440) 729-9621
to get the process started.

CONNIE ONEY

A gift for today, a benefit for the future.
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Frank Fuda
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Jim Futty
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Gordon Oney
David Orr, Oberlin College
Charles Lathrop Pack Trust
John Pais
Janice Pasquale
Bill, Dave, Jim and Nancy Patterson
Hayley Pausch
Margaret Phinney
Jack Pierson
Plymouth Township Trustees
Daniel Polivka
Tom Quintrell
Miles Reed
Mayor Susan Renda
Richland County Commissioners
Richland County NRCS
Lake SWCD
Richland County Planning
Dan Donaldson
Richland SWCD
Chad Edgar
Connie Rigotti
John Lawton
Corey Ringle
Cathy Leary
Rochester Township Trustees
Kathy Leavenworth
Justin Rogers
Beth Lehtola
Bob Rogish Jr.
Greg Lipps
Bob Rogish Sr.
Lodge at Geneva-on-the-Lake (The)
Josh Rubin
Lorain County JVS
Paul Ruez
Lorain County Metro Parks
Marty Ryan
Lorain SWCD
Jim Sarosy
Diane Lucas
Franz Sauerland
Lee Lynch Oley
Karl Schneider, Lorain County NRCS
Terri Martincic
Schwartz Farms
Peter McCarren
Bill Scott
Mike McGuire
Kylie Scott
Kraig McPeak, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Dean Sheldon
Medina Park District
Amanda Skingel
Medina SWCD
Jack Smith
Mike Miller
Brian Smith and Family
W.I. Miller & Sons
Matthew Smith, ODNR-Division of
Dan Miltner
Watercraft
Montgomery Township Trustees
Roger Sours
Joe Moroski
Ray Stewart
MSD of Greater Cincinnati
Marta Stone
Matt Nahorn
The George B. Storer Foundation, Inc.
John Niedzialek
Bill Stracola
Nordson Corporation Foundation Volunteers
Dan Styer
Eric Norenberg
Tom Swank
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District
Pat Talbot
Julius Ciaccia
Dick Thompson
Kyle Dreyfuss-Wells
Grant Thompson
Mark Link
Kenny, Rolland and Carol Tkach, Hostile
Trish Nuskievicz, Trumbull County Planning
Valley Campground
Commission
Trumbull County SWCD
Oberlin College Bonner Center for Service
Amy Reeher
and Learning
Mike Wilson
Ohio Central Basin Steelheaders
USDA - Natural Resources Conservation
Ohio Coastal Zone Management
District
Ohio Department of Natural Resources
Matt Harbage
Tom Arbour
Scott Kenreich
Carolyn Caldwell
Troy Smith
Rick Gardner
Dee Waters
Mike Grote
Paul Van Curen
John Navarro
Senator George V. Voinovich
Dan Nelson
Jim Watterson
Gary Obermiller
Mary Weber
Jay Reda
Lee Will
Jennifer Windus
Mike Winchell, Ashtabula County
Ohio Dept of Agriculture-Office of Farmland
Convention and Visitors Bureau
Preservation
Winery at Spring Hill
Amanda Bennett
Cheryl Wolfe-Cragin
Jody Fife
Susan Yerian

“We believe there is no better or more lasting legacy than land identified for the value of its
beauty or unique character, and then placed under the protection of a conservation easement.”

Retired teacher Anne deConingh
and her husband, Ted, believe that
land preservation is vitally important
to the health of northern Ohio. The
deConinghs have joined the White Oak
Legacy Society, a group of Western
Reserve Land Conservancy supporters
who have generously included us in
their estate planning. People like the
deConinghs are helping ensure that
future generations will be able to enjoy
the beautiful natural areas, productive
farmland and urban greenways.
To find out more about making
a lasting commitment to land
preservation through the White Oak
Legacy Society, please call Robert
Koonce at (440) 729-9621.

This special group of Land Conservancy supporters have made a lasting
commitment to land protection through a variety of estate-planning
tools, including bequests in a will or trust, charitable gift annuities,
charitable remainder trusts, IRA designations or gifts of life insurance.
Members include:
Anonymous (4)
Mr. William Abell
Dr. Jay Ankeney & Dr. Julie Clayman
Edward Baker & Anna Van Heeckeren
Thomas E. Baker
Sara Balogh
Peter & Molly Balunek
Mr. Richard & Dr. Jennifer Cochran
Margaret E. Cummins
Beau Daane
Ted & Anne deConingh
Mark Frank
Laurel Gress
Richard & Susan Grimm
Corinne P. Hadley
Mary Jane Hartwell
Patricia Hazelton
Jeff Holland & Marjorie Muirden
Ferdinand & Marguerite Jereb
Charlotte Karson Daiber
Kathy K. Leavenworth

Elsie Lutman
John & Kathryn Makley
Bruce Merchant & Sandra Reel
Stephen C. Morris
Nora-Lynn Nemec
Hugh & Gretta Pallister
Faith E. Pescatore
Dr. George Matthew Peterson Jr.
Dr. John Bernard Peterson
Ms. Arlene Sahr
Franz & Beth Sauerland
Rose Scheeff
Charlotte Stafford
Herbert J. & Faith Swanson
Jean P. Thompson
Judith Ann & William Tucholsky
Bill & Cynthia VerDuin
Dr. Barry Walker
Josephine Hannel Weber
Mary & William Weber
Carter & Genevieve Wilmot

Deceased
www.wrlandconservancy.org
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Save the date!

EverGreen EverBlue

Saturday, September 8, 2012

PHOTOS BY KIM BIHLER

McMillan home at Mountain Glen Farm
Chardon Township

Claire and Sandy McMillan are hosting this year’s EverGreen EverBlue gala
at their Cotswold design home, which was built in the 1920s and sits on the
900-plus acres still owned by the descendants of Cleveland’s Mather family.
Join us for a celebration of preservation, innovation and tradition.
Our 2012 sponsors:
As of April 30, 2012
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