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Why we do what we do

A

That brings to mind the mantra of Rich Cochran,
our boss at the Land Conservancy: Land conservation
is the one thing – really, the only thing – we can do
for our great-great-great grandchildren. It is quite a
gift, one that will remain when other “things” are long
gone.
I thought about this when our players seemed
entranced, almost over-stimulated, by the Pigeon
Forge commercial strip near Dollywood. Me, I could
not wait to get back to the mountains and experience
nature’s pull. I did not expect the boys to feel the
same way. They didn’t.
Land conservation and instant gratification don’t
usually mix.
But on our last night in Gatlinburg, I had reason
to smile. Instead of watching television, renting
a movie or hanging out in the game room, some
of our players decided to hike the trail behind the
mountaintop resort where we were staying. The guys
were looking for black bears, and they spotted one.
Or so I am told. Years from now, the story will probably
evolve into a wild tale about a narrow escape from an
animal the size of an SUV. No matter. It is satisfying
enough to know there will always be places like this
where bears can roam – and where the next generation of
storytellers will discover genuine adventure.
Wood is the communications and marketing manager
for the Land Conservancy.

editor’s note

couple of months ago, I traveled with my son’s
high school baseball team to Gatlinburg, Tenn.
The itinerary included a few games, several side
trips and plenty of camaraderie.
Our stay included a visit to neighboring Pigeon Forge,
which can best be described as a drive-through carnival,
complete with the world’s largest knife
shop, a place that sells only “The Dukes
of Hazzard” memorabilia and a building
that replicates the Titanic – embedded
iceberg included. The commercial
sprawl extends for miles on U.S. Route
441, ending abruptly when you enter
the stunningly beautiful Great Smoky
Mountains National Park.
“I think,” one of my traveling companions said as
we passed the Pigeon Forge city limits and entered the
national park, “my blood pressure just dropped about 20
points.”
This lush green corridor is interrupted only by
Gatlinburg, a vibrant, walkable town that is a summertime
stopover for many through hikers on the nearby
Appalachian Trail.
The region’s sharp contrasts – seemingly unchecked,
unplanned development right next to one of America’s
natural treasures – are startling. It is tempting to suggest
that the gateway to the Smokies should be a soothing
green corridor, not a never-ending strip of concrete, but
the point would be moot. There is no turning back the
clock. No do-overs.

Land conservation is
the one thing – really,
the only thing – we can
do for our great-greatgreat grandchildren. It
is quite a gift, one that
will remain when other
“things” are long gone.
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Regions, like people, need nature to thrive

reflections

T

he name of this publication is Connections,
and in this issue we have featured several
stories about our efforts to preserve land in
such a way that we help to create a patchwork quilt
of beautiful land, one woven throughout the fabric of
our region.
Many of us admire the brilliant
vision that Bill Stinchcomb
employed to create Cuyahoga
County’s masterpiece, the
Emerald Necklace, which is an
interconnected network of parks
comprising more than 20,000 acres.
Borrowing the philosophy he used
to design this amazing resource,
we have begun to establish additional areas that
will ultimately result in the world’s only regional
metropolitan network of connected preserved land.
The idea of connections is deep and powerful. It
is amazing how connected we all are already – each
human being is composed of an estimated 50 trillion
inter-connected cells (this is 50,000,000,000,000),
and the flawless cooperation among all of them
provides life for all of us. But we are so much more
connected than we realize. Beyond the 50 trillion
cells that comprise one’s body and that contain one’s
unique human DNA, our physical bodies contain at
least 10 times as many other cells that are engaged
with us in an unfathomable melody, orchestrated
to wholesome perfection without even our slightest
awareness. These additional cells represent at least
1,000 additional species that physically live within
us in a completely symbiotic relationship. These are
single-celled organisms that provide countless lifesupporting services to us … and we to them.
So, a discrete human being is actually a diverse
“community” of organisms, similar to what we often
refer to as an ecosystem, and we don’t even know
it! Each individual human ecosystem, in turn, is a
member of a family, connected by “blood;” a part
of a neighborhood, connected by proximity and

common environs; a member of a social group, connected
by interests and traditions; a part of an enterprise,
connected by a shared mission, etc.
The communities of our region also function as living
organisms. Like the symbiotic relationship we each enjoy
with our mysterious single-celled friends, there is an
invisible and inaudible symphony that plays throughout
the community that supports each cell, each organ, and
the organism itself. When an organism (no matter how
small or how large, no matter how simple or how complex)
is living in a healthy environment, it thrives. When any
organism lives in a toxic environment it suffers. Indeed,
when one reflects on the quality of health, it is always
determined ultimately by the habitat of the subject.
Habitat refers to much more than nature. The habitat
for people includes shelter, friends, roads, schools, and so
many other features. The human habitat, like the human
organism, is complex. But the most vital element of the
human habitat, we have learned, is nature: clean air, clean
water, fertile soils, abundant plants and animals, and, of
course, the constant provision of energy from the sun.
Nature is the platform on which a complete and healthy
habitat can be developed. When one tries to live in the
Mohave Desert, one quickly discovers the importance of
habitat, and this is why they call it Death Valley. People
and communities of people either thrive or suffer based on
their habitat.
The Land Conservancy views our region as a living
organism, a system in which every part is completely
connected in an inestimable network of mutual reliance
and activity. As John Muir said, “When one tugs at a
single thing in nature, he finds it attached to the rest of the
world.” Our work provides our region with a vital aspect of
healthy habitat: our breathtakingly beautiful corridors of
preserved land give our region a foundation on which we
can create and maintain thriving communities. We hope
you enjoy these stories of hope and connections.
Cochran is president and CEO of the Land
Conservancy.

When an organism (no matter
how small or how large, no
matter how simple or how
complex) is living in a healthy
environment, it thrives.
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A wild and wonderful commute

O

There are many variable to the business of a
successful migration journey but most come down to
real estate. As they say in business: location, location,
location! Or in the vernacular of the ecologist:
habitat, habitat, habitat! Finding a safe, protected
area with a good food supply on a daily basis is
becoming more and more of a challenge for our
feathered brethren. Islands of green space are fine to
a degree, but to get from one to another can be a very
risky journey fraught with danger at every turn. There
are tall buildings and towers to fly into, no cover from
predators and potential meal stops that are far apart.
One answer is corridors -- river corridors,
mountain ridge top corridors, connected green space
in any form. There is something intuitively obvious
about the value of protecting river corridors for water
quality and healthy fish populations, for preserving
green space corridors to facilitate the required
movement of large mammals and even protecting
continuous corridors of open space for us to relax and
recreate in.
But let’s not overlook the value of corridors for
that twice-yearly marvel of bird migration. And if
you think these birds are not grateful, maybe it is
time to pick up a pair of binoculars and check out the
fine new “suit” of clothes they were sporting as they
dropped in for the summer.
Stanley is the retired Chief of Natural Resources
for Cleveland Metroparks and an original founder of
the Russell Land Conservancy.

naturally speaking

ne of nature’s most amazing phenomenons
has just completed another bi-yearly cycle: the
northern migration of birds.
Bird migration is a complex, multi-dimensional event
that seems to defy explanation. Every question that is
posed and answered generates two more. While it may
seem logical that birds in our area leave
for warmer climes each fall as the weather
turns cold, how do they know when it is
time to return? After all, it is still warm
and pleasant in Costa Rica and Venezuela,
so why come home to Cleveland? Surely
it is not the hope that this will be the year
the Indians finally win the World Series.
The reality is that the changes of the
ratio of day and night hours triggers hormonal changes
that, in turn, create restlessness, overeating and an
instinctive desire to pick up and leave. And why do it at
all? The answer to that question lies in the advantage of
higher reproductive success in temperate regions with long
summer days, abundant food and less competition over
remaining in the tropics with the non-migrating species.
Regardless, it is a hazardous and arduous journey.
Some species travel incredible distances; the artic tern
covers more than 20,000 miles annually, and the sooty
shearwater nearly 40,000 miles. Some make amazing
non-stop flights over open ocean. The bar-tailed godwit,
for example, travels more than 7,000 miles in eight days.
Most of the spring birds passing through our area – the
warblers, vireos, thrushes and the like – make much
shorter daily flights, but still face many obstacles on their
way north. If you are an insect eater you don’t want to
get ahead of the hatches of new bugs, cold equates to no
supper – you’ll find yourself without any food and either
have to backtrack or perish. If you only weigh a couple of
ounces, there is no percentage in swimming against the
current or, in the case of birds, flying against strong winds.

Let’s not overlook the value of corridors for
that twice-yearly marvel of bird migration.
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MAKING CONNECTIONS

The Aurora Branch of the Chagrin River as it winds through Bainbridge.

How the Land Conservancy and its partners
are linking permanently preserved properties
By Ken Wood
and Lisa Pasquale

O
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ne hundred and six years ago, William
Stinchcomb, a self-taught engineer, had an idea
that would forever change the face of Cuyahoga
County. Stinchcomb’s proposal was bold and quite simple:
What if there was a chain of connected parks woven
through the county?
Today, the wisdom of creating Cleveland Metroparks
seems obvious.
Back then, however, most of the communities
outside of the Cleveland city limits – places like Parma,
Strongsville, Mayfield Heights, Brecksville, Brook Park,
Solon and North Olmsted – were mostly rural. It took
incredible vision to foresee the need for open space at a
time when farms and forests dominated huge tracts of
land. Stinchcomb had such vision.
The Land Conservancy and its conservation partners
hope to mirror this vision on a regional scale, creating the
largest network of permanently protected land around

a major metropolitan city anywhere in the world – a
400,000-acre ribbon of connected parcels extending from
Sandusky Bay to Conneaut and including both farmland
and natural areas.
We’re about halfway there. Thanks to the great
conservation work of our partners, more than 200,000
acres have been protected, including the impressive green
corridors of the Emerald Necklace, the Cuyahoga Valley
National Park and Mill Creek MetroParks.
‘These large, connected areas are extremely important
for people, because too often we see nature only through
the windshield, just a fragment of what is there,” said Land
Conservancy Vice President Eddie Dengg. “Our souls
search for nature and a sense of solitude that you cannot
get in everyday life. These large protected areas provide
that sense of solitude.”
Brett Rodstrom, a Land Conservancy field director,
said, “Both public and private green space connections

Creating a blueprint for green corridors
Conservation in northern Ohio will
soon have its own “heat map.”
The map’s red hotspots will, in
fact, represent the most important
properties to permanently preserve,
from a natural resources standpoint,
according to Elizabeth Mather, GIS
and conservation planning manager
for the Land Conservancy. Mather
is now working on a strategic plan
designed to determine what land is
most important to protect.
Mather is combining natural
resources data about each property
– whether it has streams, wetlands,
mature forests, fields and other
attributes – with information
gathered from meetings held last summer in each of the
14 counties in the Land Conservancy’s service region.
She said prioritization is critical in order to make the
best use of funds.
“In order to use our resources wisely, we need to first
determine what land is most important to preserve,”
Mather said.
For the Land Conservancy, this strategic plan is essential
to our goal of permanently preserving – in concert with

our conservation partners – 10
percent of the land in northern
Ohio, or about 400,000 acres. The
idea is to link those preserved
parcels, creating a network
of interconnected corridors
extending from Sandusky Bay to
Conneaut and including swaths of
prime farmland and the Cuyahoga
Valley National Park.
Mather said the first “heat map”
will identify the natural areas that
are most important to preserve. A
separate plan will be devised for the
region’s farmland, she said.
Mather will soon be discussing the
Land Conservancy’s efforts with
conservation professionals from around the nation.
She has been invited to make a presentation at The
Society for Conservation GIS’s 14th Annual Conference
July 16 – 19 in Big Bear Lake, Calif.
According to Mather, last year’s meetings throughout
the region “were very valuable” and helped the Land
Conservancy devise a conservation strategy that is easy
to understand. “I think we’ll have an end product that
people will examine and say, ‘Oh, I get it,’” she said.

are important because they not only protect
critical wildlife corridors but also play a
crucial role in maintaining and, in some
cases improving, the water we drink and the
streams and lakes we use for recreation.”
The Land Conservancy is close to
completing a strategic plan for preservation
in our region, one that will prioritize
properties based on their natural resources
and other attributes (see page 7). In the
meantime, we are continuing to piece
together key corridors in our 14-county
service region. Here is a look at some of the
areas where we have had success.
Preserving the Chagrin
Nowhere in northern Ohio are the results of land
preservation more evident than in the Chagrin River Valley,
where more than 6,300 acres have been preserved by the
Land Conservancy and its conservation partners, including
Cleveland Metroparks.
Some of the protected parcels along the Chagrin River
are owned by local park systems or other government
entities. Other properties in the valley remain in private
ownership but are permanently protected by conservation

easements held by the Land Conservancy.
“There is something so special about the Chagrin River
Valley that it is impossible to communicate with words,”
said Rich Cochran, the Land Conservancy’s president and
CEO. “One can only understand the Chagrin’s beauty by
walking through the valley. There is a breathtaking beauty,
but it is not awesome like the massive Rocky Mountains.
The Chagrin is a welcoming habitat for people. Everyone
loves the Chagrin and everyone appreciates her beauty.”
The Chagrin River corridor contains an astonishingly
continued on page 8
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Aurora Wetlands is near the Tinkers Creek State Nature Preserve.

Preserved corridors are
important to the health
of people and wildlife.

MAKING CONNECTIONS
continued from page 7

rich array of outdoor amenities, including world-class
steelhead trout fishing, miles of trails for hiking, horseback
riding on bridle trails and at adjacent stables, bicycling
and birding. The valley’s productive family farms and
orchards supply local foods.
One example of the Land Conservancy’s work in the
Chagrin River valley is the preservation of the former
Warner Nursery property, now Lake Metroparks’ Pleasant
Valley Park. The 75-acre Willoughby Hills property, which
was acquired in 2008, provides public access for steelhead
fishing.
Another is about 10 miles south in Chagrin Falls,
where the preservation of 106-acre Whitesburg Park
added to the protected corridor that includes the village’s
Riverside Park. Other Chagrin River Valley preserved
properties include Forest Ridge Preserve in Moreland
Hills and privately owned Bainbridge-area tracts that are
protected by conservation easements.
A Grand idea
The Grand River, which flows through portions of
Ashtabula, Trumbull, Lake and Geauga counties, drains
the most biologically diverse watershed in the Lake Erie
8

Basin. Thirty-three of the river’s 99 miles are protected by
the Grand River Partnership, a collection of more than 30
conservation organizations working in the watershed.
We have helped preserve a number of tracts, including
the Land Conservancy-owned 883-acre Ashcroft Woods
property, along the Grand River corridor near Orwell
in Ashtabula County. Other permanently protected
properties in the corridor include Palister State Nature
Preserve, Rome State Nature Preserve, the Orwell State
Wildlife Area and The Nature Conservancy’s 1,300-acre
Morgan Swamp Preserve.
The results of the land-protection efforts have been
startling, both in terms of wildlife diversity and water
quality, according to Scott Hill, a Land Conservancy field
director.
“The Grand River riparian corridor is the yardstick by
which all Lake Erie streams are measured,” Hill said.
The Ashcroft Woods property was acquired in two
stages. The second phase of the project, which was
completed in 2010, connected two sections of protected
riparian acreage on the Grand River to create a four-mile
stretch of permanently preserved land.
Up the (Pymatuning) Creek
To the east, an equally dynamic green corridor is
emerging along Pymatuning Creek, just a short hop from
the Pennsylvania state line. There, the Land Conservancy
has permanently preserved about 1,000 acres and hopes
to add another 7,000 acres by the end of 2011, according
to Hill.
Hill said the corridor “is almost like an extension” of
the state’s Shenango Wildlife Area, a 4,845-acre protected
area in northern Trumbull County, 22 miles north of
Youngstown.
“The farms in this region have done an excellent job
in terms of land management and stewardship, and we’re
finding the biodiversity there is exceptional,” he said.
This corridor is expected to eventually include the
Dorset State Wildlife Area.
The Medina-area corridor
The West Branch of Rocky River covers miles of rural

Forever farms in the Firelands
Some of the emerging protected corridors involve
tracts of prime farmland. One such area is in the Land
Conservancy’s Firelands region, where approximately
5,000 acres – most of it agricultural – have been
permanently protected. Western Field Director Andy
McDowell, who grew up working on farms and now works
with farmers to preserve their land, has been instrumental
in securing easements throughout rural southern Lorain
and Huron counties.
“In my opinion, the farm families who have chosen to
preserve their farms are the richest people in the world,”
McDowell said. “The life they live, the importance of

Connie Oney

and suburban terrain
before reaching North
Olmsted, where it joins
the East Branch to form
the river’s main stem.
The Land
Conservancy and its
conservation partners
are now working to
protect a key section
of the river in Medina
and Medina Township
and create a vital green
corridor there. Bill
Jordan, associate field
director for the Land
Conservancy’s Medina
office, said the area of
opportunity extends
from the city of Medina’s
226-acre Reagan Park
north to the point where
Rocky River goes under
Marks Road. Several
land preservation projects are underway along the West
Branch in this region, and other potential projects have
been identified.
This corridor includes more than 4.5 miles of river
frontage.
“Corridors are very important for wildlife habitat,”
Dengg said. “They are also important for birds, because
large tracts of undisturbed forest provide habitat for
species that do not thrive in ‘edge’ areas. Large tracts
also protect our water by cleansing it before it reaches the
aquifer.”
In addition to Reagan Park, the area includes
protected land owned by the Medina County Park
District, the Cleveland Museum of Natural History and
Medina Township. Further north in Lorain County, the
Land Conservancy co-holds with the history museum
a conservation easement on the 254-acre Wendtwood
property on the West Branch in Columbia Township.

About 5,000 acres of farmland have been preserved in the
Firelands region.

family, their work ethic and the multi-generational owned
land that has nurtured them and visa versa make them the
wealthiest folks on the planet. As individual families they
see the importance of preserving farmland, and in farm
communities they all talk to each other – and that is what
makes these corridors grow. I see myself as a facilitator in
the process, but they make it happen.”
For McDowell, it is emotional and personal. When
he was a teen, he hoped someone would restore his
grandparents’ 1850 farmhouse in western Pennsylvania
and lease the farmland. The farm was ultimately sold
to a private buyer for well under market value. It is now
owned by a landfill.
“This is part of the root of my passion in preserving
farmland and creating these corridors, thus helping to
ensure a viable agricultural region for generations to
come,” he said.
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‘An opportunity to create new cities’

National expert Rokakis leads Land Conservancy’s new urban initiative
By Ken Wood

J
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im Rokakis stood in front of a boarded-up home
in Cleveland’s Slavic Village neighborhood. Next
to him was a vacant lot. Then another abandoned
house. And yet another.
Welcome to ZIP Code 44105.
“If Cleveland is ground zero nationally in the
foreclosure crisis, this neighborhood is the epicenter,” said
Rokakis, who, as Cuyahoga County Treasurer for nearly 14
years, became nationally renowned for his work on urban
housing and land issues. In addition, he was instrumental
in creating the county’s Foreclosure Protection Program
and founded the Cuyahoga County Land Reutilization
Corp. (commonly known as the County Land Bank), the
first such entity created under a state law allowing the
establishment of not-for-profit corporations to promote,
develop, manage and facilitate the reclamation, holding,
rehabilitation and reutilization of vacant, abandoned, taxforeclosed and other real property.
In March, Rokakis joined Western Reserve Land
Conservancy to create Thriving Communities Institute,
which will help transform aging and declining urban areas
throughout northern Ohio through troubled mortgage and
land vacancy mitigation, land conservation and land reuse.
Rokakis is director of Thriving Communities, a
program of the Land Conservancy that is supported by
corporate and philanthropic funding. Together with the

Land Conservancy’s conservation planning staff, Rokakis
and Thriving Communities will take a regional approach
to land re-use planning, one that benefits its historic but
distressed cities.
“An important key to our region’s health is its land
and how we use it – and reuse it,” said Rokakis. “In just
over a year of existence, the Cuyahoga County Land
Bank has demonstrated its value as the most effective
and comprehensive program in the country to deal with
vacant properties. Among the top priorities of Thriving
Communities will be to facilitate the creation of other
county land banks across the region and to engage in
strategic conservation planning with these entities, the
Land Conservancy, city planners, developers and other
partners.”
Rich Cochran, president and chief executive officer of
the Land Conservancy, said, “Our goal is to draw the silver
lining out of the cloud of catastrophic land vacancy. We
see this as an opportunity to reinvent our cities through
the reuse of their vacant land in ways that reflect how
people live, play and work – now and for the rest of the
21st century.
“Urban land vacancy is a major problem but it also
provides an opportunity to create new cities from the
ashes of the old,” he added. “When we utilize some of our
vacant land to create beautiful natural amenities in urban

areas, we create
attractive regional
communities,
reduce pressure for
urban sprawl, and
serve the people
of our region by
providing them
with a healthy and
prosperous place to
live and work.”
Rokakis grew
up in Cleveland’s
Archwood-Denison
neighborhood
and, at 22, was
elected the
youngest member
of Cleveland City
Council, where
he served for over 19 years. He aggressively attacked
neighborhood blight by cleaning up distressed areas of
his ward, helped to spur the construction of over 200 new
homes and created a new shopping center in the Brooklyn
Centre community that provided vital services to that
neighborhood.
In 1997, Rokakis took office as Cuyahoga County
Treasurer, bringing his innovative skills and passion for
the community to a struggling county office. In the decade
that followed, he overhauled the entire office and greatly
enhanced the County’s existing tax collection system by
instituting state-of-the-art billing and collection process
and made property taxes easier for residents through Webbased property information and payment options.
His activist approach didn’t stop with the day-today activities of the treasurer’s office. In cases where
he was unable to implement a program because it was
beyond the scope provided by state law, Jim worked with
legislators and leaders to develop and pass legislation that
made them possible. One such law was House Bill 294,
which streamlined the foreclosure process for abandoned
properties. Another was Senate Bill 353, which created
the land banks that are now being advocated by Thriving
Communities.
Rokakis said one of the keys to the success of Thriving
Communities will be the creation of land banks in other
northern Ohio counties with struggling urban areas.
“If we are to take full advantage of this opportunity, it
is essential that we expand the LRC footprint to make its
impact transformational for our region,” said Rokakis. “I
believe this partnership with the Land Conservancy is the
way to do so most effectively. The Land Conservancy serves
all of northern Ohio and has a tremendous infrastructure of
resources, talent and expertise. In particular, it has existing
strength in both strategic conservation planning and the
complex transactions necessary to implement the plan.”

Q and A: Thriving Communities
Institute
What is the Thriving Communities Institute?
Western Reserve Land Conservancy’s Thriving
Communities Institute will take a region-wide
approach to revitalizing northern Ohio’s urban
centers by leading the planning of how to
transform vacant and abandoned property into
new opportunity. Thriving Communities is headed
by Jim Rokakis, former treasurer of Cuyahoga
County, founder of the Ohio land-banking
movement and nationally recognized leader in
foreclosure prevention efforts. Western Reserve
Land Conservancy is the leading land conservation
organization in northern Ohio and will lend to the
project its expertise in land-use planning, public
funding and land transactions. Western Reserve
Land Conservancy is excited to help Thriving
Communities provide local governments with
the tools necessary to implement effective and
intelligent land use policies.
What will the Thriving Communities Institute do?
Thriving Communities will first establish county
Land Reutilization Corporations (also called “land
banks”) within the 14-county operational area
of Western Reserve Land Conservancy. Thriving
Communities will develop land banking policies and
procedures based on the successes of the Cuyahoga
County Land Reutilization Corporation. Thriving
Communities will then work with government
and community leaders throughout the region to
establish their own county land banks.
What is a county land bank? Why do Ohio
counties need land banks?
Due to the pioneering leadership of Rokakis, the
Ohio General Assembly authorized the creation of
county land banks in 2008. County land banks are
entrepreneurial organizations which combine the
best attributes of a government entity and a private
enterprise. They have the important mission of
accumulating vacant and abandoned properties by
various and versatile methods. Once accumulated,
the property can be held by the county land
bank, tax free, until the land can be put back to
productive use.
Ohio counties need land banks to address the
foreclosure crisis. Tens of thousands of vacant and
abandoned properties afflict Ohio’s communities.
These problem properties destroy the fabric of the
surrounding communities and result in increased
costs to taxpayers. Government alone does not
have the flexibility to solve the problem. Private
enterprise alone cannot fix it.
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The Nyes – Rory, Susan, Joanne, Lincoln and Madelyn – at the family farmstead in Ashtabula County.

Legacy of conservation
In the wake of tragedy, the Nye family leans on farm values

C

harles “Chuck” Nye was no ordinary man.
Friends and family members will tell you
his mission was to pursue and build wealth so
he could give it away, making this earth a better place
for others. They will tell you that even after he became
a successful registered investment advisor, husband and
father, he joyfully worked long hours at the family farm
in Ashtabula County’s Hartsgrove Township. And that he
and his wife, Susan, believed the most valuable gifts they
could give their children were priceless: the old-fashioned
values of education, hard work and the cycle of life that
were instilled by Chuck’s parents every day as he grew up
on a working dairy farm.
“Chuck was one of a kind, an exceptional guy who was
passionate about helping others and sharing his love of the
country,” Susan Nye said. “Those core values are a big part
of how we wanted to raise our children in today’s world.”
The family’s world was turned upside down in
November 2009, when Chuck, who had grown up on the
Hartsgrove farm and later helped hundreds of farmers
with their estate planning, died of a rare illness. He was 42.
Today, Susan is determined to instill in their children –
sons Lincoln, 2, and Rory, 6, and daughter Madelyn, 4 – a
love and respect for the land.
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“There is such a big void in our lives – we talk about
‘daddy’ every day,” Susan said. “He loved his family and
was passionate about helping others and sharing what he
had learned on the farm. Chuck lived a very harmonious
life, helping others by incorporating his education,
experiences and knowledge into his way of life.”
Susan, who left corporate America to become an artist
known for her jewelry designs, is a self-described “city
girl” from Westlake. She had never even been to a farm
until she met Chuck. Now she embraces the ways of the
farm and shares in the interest and value of conservation
with her three children. Susan and the children regularly
attend Land Conservancy events, including EverGreen
EverBlue, Kids in the Creek, Triple Tap and the Medina
Hoot and Harvest Festival.
The Nye family has become synonymous with
conservation and farmland preservation in Ashtabula
County. The family has committed to permanently
preserving more than 1,000 acres in the region where
Chuck’s mother, Joanne White Nye, brothers Bill, the
superintendent of Grand Valley Local Schools, and Dave
and other relatives still live, according to Scott Hill, a
Land Conservancy field director who has worked closely
with the Nyes.

The Nye children have been raised to appreciate and respect the outdoors.

“The Nyes are all overachievers
who are super-active in the
community,” Hill said.
Joanne Nye said the original
family farm was purchased from the
Connecticut Land Company in 1839.
“Our goal now,” she said, “is to keep it
as green as we possibly can.”
The Nye farm has been in the
family for five generations. Chuck’s
commitment to conservation came
to the forefront when he urged other
family members to preserve one of
the largest tracts of old-growth forest
in northern Ohio. The trees were
permanently protected.
“Chuck brought the concept of conservation to the
family,” Susan said. “He loved this land and felt it was
important to keep it in its natural state.”
Chuck, who received a bachelor’s degree from the
College of Wooster and a master’s from West Virginia
University, grew up in Hartsgrove and embraced farm life.
At the same time, he understood it would be a difficult
way to make a living into the future. In 2001 he became
a founding partner in a firm called Midwest Investment
Management LLC and began using his estate planning and
advisory skills to help other farmers.
Equally important was his genuine interest in reaching
out and helping others, according to Susan.
“Chuck could relate to the farmers out here as well as
to the CEOs of big corporations in Cleveland,” she said.
“He was very passionate about farming, and that came
through.”

Hill called Chuck Nye “a
visionary. He understood the
strengths and weaknesses of the
farming community.”
Even though he had a whitecollar job, Chuck would roll up his
sleeves and help his brothers work on
the farm nights and weekends until
the spring crops were planted. Being
from the country was in Chuck’s
blood, which helped him relate to
full-time farmers who were planning
for the future.
“He was such a smart, kind and
selfless person. He always thought of
others before himself,” Susan said.
In 2010, Susan joined the Midwest Investment
Management team and recently became a Certified Wealth
Strategist. She said she wants to continue Chuck’s legacy
of helping others protect, preserve and grow wealth while
planning to use it to make a difference.
“I can help others with all the knowledge I have
learned from Chuck and my own personal experience,” she
said.
Susan said she and the children will also continue to
consider Hartsgrove as their second home. “I know we will
stay connected to the farm,” she said. “It is our heritage
and Chuck’s legacy.”
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‘We want to keep it like it is’

Howard and Sharon Smith preserve 686 acres in Huron County
By Ken Wood

S

trong winds whipped the blue jeans, T-shirts
and towels drying on the line outside Howard
and Sharon Smith’s home, putting a set of sturdy
wooden clothes pins to the test.
Howard Smith, whose ancestors began farming
the Huron County land before the Civil War, knew the
unusually heavy and frequent spring rains had put his
spring planting well behind schedule. If Smith was
worried about the delay, he certainly hid it well.
“It will get done,” he said with a friendly smile. “It
always has.”
The Smiths, who have been married for 53 years, want
to ensure the land will continue to be farmed in the future.
The family has permanently protected 686 acres—some of
which it has owned since the 1830s – in cooperation with
the nonprofit Land Conservancy.
The Smiths, who live in Sherman Township, have
placed conservation easements on three properties in
Sherman and Peru townships in west central Huron
County, southwest of Norwalk and north of Willard. The
non-contiguous parcels contain farmland and natural
areas.
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“Maybe we’re selfish. We want to keep it like it is,”
Howard said.
He added, “We wanted to keep it as a farm as long as
we possibly could, and hopefully keep it in the family.”
The Smiths have five daughters, 22 grandchildren and
16 great-grandchildren, all of whom live within an hour of
the farmstead. On major holidays, the Smiths’ octagonal
home – designed by an English architect and built in 1863
– and the surrounding yard are abuzz with activity when
the extended family gets together.
“The kids like to go swimming, play ball and run
around,” Sharon said. “They find plenty to do.”
Three of the grandsons now help Howard with the
farming. “They live for that,” Howard said. “They want to
farm, but it is hard these days.”
A conservation easement permanently protects the
land while allowing the property to remain in private
ownership. The Smiths grow corn, wheat and beans on
the preserved properties, which contain prime agricultural
soils and are farmed with a high regard for conservation.
Farm land preservation is important to the economic
health of the state and the region. Agriculture is Ohio’s

Howard Smith actively farms his property in Huron County, and three grandsons now help him.

No. 1 industry, contributing more
than $78 billion to our state economy
and supporting one in six jobs. Yet
an average of 394 acres of farmland
disappears in Ohio every day.
The largest of the three Smith
properties is a 462-acre tract along
the West Branch Huron River in Peru
Township, along Snyder, Fern and
Hettle roads. A 1.5-mile stretch of
the river flows through the property,
which includes farmland as well as
floodplains and wooded uplands.
Another property, a 131-acre parcel
in Peru Township, has been in Howard
Smith’s family since the 1830s and has
been designated a Century Farm by
the Ohio Department of Agriculture.
The farm operations are centered
on a third parcel, a 93-acre tract on
While much of the
Dogtown Road in Sherman Township
land is used for grain
farming, above, trees
that contains a portion of Slate Run, a
dominate other parts
tributary to the Huron River.
of the property, right.
“Howard and Sharon own some
of the most beautiful farmland and
natural areas in western Huron County that I have seen,”
said Andy McDowell, the Land Conservancy’s western
field director. “Working with the Smith family was truly a
pleasure and a great example of how the Land Conservancy
can work to ensure preservation goals are met while still
retaining the flexibility needed for future farm operations
by future generations.”

“Maybe we’re selfish. We want to keep it like it is.”
– Howard Smith
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the public good

Public spaces, special places

The waterfall on Spring Creek is one of the beautiful sights at Centerville Mills.

Visit some of the parks and preserves we have helped create
By Amelie Barratt
ne of Western Reserve Land Conservancy’s most
important roles is helping local park systems and
communities preserve significant natural areas for
the public to enjoy.
The Land Conservancy has helped create 18 parks and
preserves that are currently accessible to the public and is
now working on additional properties. We have partnered
with local governments and agencies to provide a range of
services, from project management of property acquisition
to securing of conservation funding to pay for the land.
“An important part of our work is helping local
governments – park districts, townships, cities and villages
– create public parks and nature preserves that protect our
natural resources and provide places for people to recreate
and enjoy nature,” said Julia Musson, associate director of
conservation funding for the Land Conservancy.
Here is a list of parks and preserves the Land
Conservancy has helped create. Several others have been
established but are not yet open for public use.

O
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Eastwood Preserve

Size: 28 acres
Location: off Center Road (state Route 303) and Southern
Road, Richfield. There is public access from both streets.
Owner and conservation partner: Village of Richfield
Acquired: 2007
Visit Eastwood Preserve and enjoy the hiking trails
through open fields and forest. A variety of aquatic species
such as tree frogs and soft-shelled turtles live in the
beautiful pond, where you can also fish. Fishing is catchand-release only.

Forest Ridge Preserve

Size: 114 acres
Location: Chagrin River Road, Moreland Hills. Access is
.5 miles north of the South Woodland and Chagrin River
roads intersection.
Owner and conservation partner: Village of Moreland Hills
Acquired: 2007
Come to the Forest Ridge Reserve to experience a

rigorous hike with steep slopes
and level upland plateaus, which
are typical of the land within and
around the Chagrin River valley. The
preserve also provides habitat for
rare birds such as the sharp-shinned
hawk and the purple finch.

South Russell Village Park
Size: 87 acres
Location: Bell Road and Washington
Street in South Russell. Parking lots
are on the south side of Bell, about
one mile west of the Bell-Chillicothe
roads intersection, and on the north
side of Washington.
Owner and conservation partner:
Village of South Russell
Acquired: 2008
Historically farmed, the South
Russell Village Park’s open fields
have become an essential habitat for
the largest known bobolink colony in
western Geauga County. Enjoy walks
through the hay fields before the
harvest.

Munson Scenic River
Retreat

Size: 98 acres
Location: 10900 Mayfield Road,
Munson Township
Owner and conservation partner:
Munson Township Trustees
Acquired: 2006
Take a break at the pavilions that overlook a beautiful
pond, an open field and the rolling, forested hills of
Munson Township, including Alpine Valley ski hill
to the west. There is catch-and-release fishing in the
pond. Once complete, the park trails will take you to the
Chagrin River, the old Fowler’s Mill pond, forests and
wetlands.

Nero Nature Preserve

Size: 165 acres
Location: 12150 Bean Road, Munson Township, .4 miles
west of the Ravenna-Bean roads intersection.
Owner and conservation partner: Munson Township
Trustees
Acquired: 1999
Brush up on your identification of hardwood trees like
American beech and black cherry on a hike through the
forest. Near the western boundary, take a peek at the
high-quality wetlands where the beavers are always busy.
Or enjoy the scenery at one of the picnic table pavilions.

Orchard Hills Park

Size: 209 acres
Location: Caves Road, Chester Township. The entrance at
Patterson Fruit Farm, 11414 Caves Road, has a parking lot
and direct access to trails.
Owner and conservation partner: Geauga Park District
Acquired: 2009
From the parking lot, catch a rare view of Lake Erie
from Geauga County. This former golf course is being
restored to what was once there – a mature beech-maple
forest ecosystem with clean headwater streams and
wetlands for the Chagrin River. Conservation projects
include the restoration of 1,500 linear feet of stream, three
acres of wetlands and 50 acres of forest. The old cart paths
provide excellent hiking trails.

Russell Uplands Preserve

Size: 123 acres
Location: Russell Road and state Route 87, Russell
Township. Enter via the paved driveway on the west side
of Russell Road.

continued on page 18
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Eastwood Preserve in Richfield has a pond with catch-and-release fishing.

Public spaces, special places
continued from page 17

Owner and conservation partner: Russell Township Park
Commission
Acquired: 2003
Perfect for long walks, Russell Uplands Preserve has
gently rolling ridges cut by deep ravines. Stop by the pond
and get a glimpse of the twin-spotted spiketail, a rare
dragonfly that is known to exist in only 12 of Ohio’s 88
counties. Fishing is catch-and-release only.

Sunnybrook Preserve

Size: 73 acres
Location: 12474 Heath Road, Chester Township
Owner and conservation partner: Geauga Park District
Acquired: 2000
The preserve has 1.7 miles of trails through forests,
wetlands and a woodland vernal pool. The wetlands
provide habitat for endangered species such as the
American Cranberry Bush. A ravine and cool spring run
north to south through the eastern portion of the property.
The rolling terrain of Sunnybrook Preserve was created by
glacial deposits.

Pleasant Valley Park

Size: 75 acres
Location: Dodd Road, Pleasant Valley Road and state
Route 6, Willoughby Hills. Access is off Pleasant Valley, .5
miles west of Route 6.
Owner and conservation partner: Lake Metroparks
Acquired: 2008
Visit the shale slopes that tower over this dramatic
stretch of the State Scenic Chagrin River near Hatch Otis
State Nature Preserve. The steep slopes on the western
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portion of the former Warner Nursery property contain a
mature forest and, at times, have hosted a nesting pair of
bald eagles. The park has thousands of feet of river access
for steelhead fishing and outdoor enjoyment.

Aurora Wetlands

Size: 366 acres
Location: 1049 Garfield Rd. W. (state Route 82) and Old
Mill Road, Aurora.
Owner and conservation partner: City of Aurora
Acquired: 2005
This is a great place for a hike around the open fields
overlooking a huge wetland complex. The property is
home to rare plants and animals, and you may spot a bald
eagle or a great blue heron.

Centerville Mills

Size: 160 acres
Location: 8558 Crackel Road, Bainbridge Township
Owner and conservation partner: Bainbridge Township
Acquired: 2003
Check out the beautiful waterfall along Spring Creek and
enjoy other activities such as picnicking at the pavilion or
fishing in the pond. Fishing is catch-and-release only. The
park plans to install a disc golf course soon.

Scheeff East Point Nature Preserve

Size: 9 acres
Location: eastern tip of South Bass Island, Ottawa County
Owner and conservation partner: Put-in-Bay Township
Park District
Acquired: 2009
Walk through East Point’s grasslands and young forests
to reach the rocky shore, which is home to the endangered
Lake Erie water snake. This beautiful location is also a key

stopover for two major eastern migratory
bird flyways. New homes were to be built
on the property before it was acquired and
turned into a park.

Haley’s Run

Size: 1.2 acres
Location: Just west of Seiberling Road in
southeast Akron
Owner and conservation partner:
Lockheed Martin Corp.
Acquired: 2010
Enjoy a walk or run along the trail that
winds through this showcase of urban
conservation. A formerly PCB-laden ditch
has been restored to a free-flowing stream
and native trees, shrubs and grasses
now line its banks. Walk east to Adam’s
Run, a piece of Land Conservancyowned property that is next in line for
restoration.

Whitesburg Park

Size: 106 acres
Location: High Street in Chagrin Falls.
Access is from the parking lot at the end
of High Street.
Owner and conservation partner: Village
of Chagrin Falls
Take the boardwalk through Whitesburg Park’s
forested steep slopes to get an exceptional view of the
historic mill pond area and the beautiful Chagrin River.

River Woods Nature Preserve

Size: 30 acres
Location: Center Road (state Route 303) and River
Road, Hinckley Township. Access is from the north side
of Route 303.
Owner and conservation partner: Hinckley Township
Acquired: 2009
Hike through the steep, forested slopes of River Woods
Nature Preserve and make your way to the 100-year old
floodplain, which has patches of reed canary grass and
other wetland vegetation. The East Branch of Rocky
River flows through the property.

Molly Luce Preserve

Size: 64 acres
Location: Ravenna. Access is from Towner’s Woods Park
off Ravenna Road, about two miles east of state Route 43.
Owner and conservation partner: Portage County Park
District
Acquired: 1996
The preserve is located on the eastern portion of
Portage Park District’s Towner’s Woods Park. The park

offers mature forests surrounding tall shrub wetlands,
including a tamarack bog, a rare habitat in northern Ohio.

Seneca Ponds Park

Size: 48 acres
Location: Mondial Parkway off state Route 14, Streetsboro.
Owner and conservation partner: Portage County Park
District
Acquired: 2006
Ideal for hiking during your lunch break if you work in
the commercial and business district right up the road.
Walk the trail system around the Seneca Ponds and enjoy
the mature forest and open ponds.

Village of Milan

Size: 61 acres
Location: Milan
Owner and conservation partner: Village of Milan
Acquired: 2009
Take a hike through a dynamic forested floodplain along
the Vermilion River near the village center. These trails
may be seasonally flooded, but for most of the year you
can hike the trail along the old rail line for a view of the
forested floodplain.
Barratt is an intern with the Land Conservancy. For
additional information on each of these parks, visit our
website at www.wrlandconservancy.org.
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volunteerism

Cuyahoga Falls High School students keep rolling during the Adam’s Run cleanup.

Volunteering boosts conservation

T

ravis Okel
tugged at his
gloves, grabbed
a trash bag and joined
the more than 30
volunteers who showed up
at 9 a.m. sharp on April 30
to clean up Adam’s Run, a
stream in southeast Akron.
It was the second year that
Okel, of Akron, helped with
the cleanup effort.
“I’m a big fan of the
outdoors – got to keep it
clean,” he said.
Neighbors, employees of nearby Lockheed Martin
Corp. and Goodyear, students from an environmental
biology class at Cuyahoga Falls High School and
others joined in the cleanup, which was done by a
partnership that included the Land Conservancy, Keep

Akron Beautiful, the
National Park Service,
the Ohio and Erie
Canalway Coalition and
Summit Soil and Water
Conservation District.
Volunteers hauled
everything from tires to
Frisbees from Adam’s
Run and nearby Haley’s
Run, which last year
was restored and turned
into a beautiful urban
greenway.
The cleanup is one
of many volunteer opportunities offered through the Land
Conservancy. Volunteers also help with mailings, guide
hikes, pull invasive plants, assist with Land Conservancy
events, distribute information at festivals and monitor
protected properties.

Land Conservancy volunteers help us with everything from
stream cleanups to garlic mustard pulls to mailings. Some even
assist in the monitoring of preserved properties.
For companies interested in holding a community service day,
the Land Conservancy can either align your firm with an existing
volunteer project or help create a new one.
Youth and community groups are also welcome to do their own
fundraisers on behalf of the Land Conservancy. Bake sales,
car washes, a backyard Wiffle ball tournament and plant sales
are just a few ways in which you can support our important
work in northern Ohio. Why not try an office dress-down day
in which the fees paid by participants are donated to the Land
Conservancy? Or maybe a simple “donate your change” drive?
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How you can help

The Land Conservancy recently held a workshop for
volunteer property monitors.

For more information about volunteer opportunities
with the Land Conservancy, contact Kim Bihler at
kbihler@wrlandconservancy.org.

Appreciate conservation
with appreciated stock

A gift of stock to Western Reserve Land Conservancy allows you to deduct
the fair market value and avoid capital gains. All good.
And your gift will immediately translate into more conservation right here
in northern Ohio. All better.
Call Robert Koonce at (440) 729-9621 to get the process started.
A gift for today, a benefit for the future.

www.wrlandconservancy.org
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Western Reserve Land Conservancy extends its thanks to the following people
3M Industrial Adhesives and Tapes Division
Karen Adair, The Nature Conservancy
Jeanie Antonacci
Ashland County Commissioners
Ashland County NRCS
Ashland County Park District
Ashland County Planning
Ashland County SWCD
Ashtabula SWCD
Nathan Paskey
Jim Welker
Jarvis Babcock
Ned Baker
Amelie Barratt
Mary Becker
Paul and Susie Belanger
Dan Bertsch
Karen and Larry Bettcher
Joel Bingham
Black River Audubon
Peg and Rob Bobel
Jeremy Bok
Jason Boyd, Lake County Planning Commission
Amy Brennan, Chagrin River Watershed Partners
Cary Brickner, Huron County Soil and Water
Buehlers Food Market
Eileen Bulan, Mayor of Vermilion
Gail Butler
Dan Buttler
Shannon Carneal
Dorothy Carney
Scott Chaiken
Dan Claypool
Cleveland Museum of Natural History
Dr. Jim Bissell
Renee Boronka
David Kriska
Trish McKeigan
Keith Moran
Larry Rosche
Judy Semroc
Cleveland Metroparks
Nidia Arguedas
Stephen Mather
Cleveland Yoga
Fran and Roger Cooper
Copley Feed and Supply
Cheryl Coughlin
Wayne Cox
Travis Crane
Kelli Crawford
Margaret Cummins
Sally Cutler
Beau Daane
Jerry Darkes
Davey Resource Group
Todd Crandall
Karen Wise
Steve Dice, Erie MetroParks
Albert Dispenza, Ashtabula Planning Commission
David DiTullio
Dix & Eaton
Dolphin Trust
The Randolph J. and Estelle M. Dorn Foundation
Elizabeth Dorr
Ducks Unlimited
Dave Kramer
Roy Kroll
Allen Ederer
EHOVE Career Center
Heather Elmer
EnviroScience
Dr. and Mrs. Ibrahim Eren, Brownhelm
Hortecultural Learning Center
Jennifer and Eric Ericsson
Frank Fantozzi
Amy Firem
Fitchville Township Trustees
Bob Fonte
Paul & Maxine Frohring Foundation, Inc.
The Frost-Parker Foundation
Sally Gardner
Mary Garvin
Geauga Park District
Dan Best
Tom Curtin
Keith McClintock
John Oros
Paul Pira
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Geauga SWCD
Katie Nainiger
Carmella Shale
Allison Gee
Jim Gerspacher
Charles H. Giles and Fannie M. Giles
Memorial Foundation
Barb Gillette
Gordon Food Service
John Greiner
Laurel Gress
Clark Hahn
Ken Hahn
Corey Patrick Harkins
Sandra L. and Dennis B. Haslinger Family
Foundation
Rick Hawksley
Pat Hazelton
Brenda Hembury
Sharon and David Herzer
Tom Heydinger
The Higley Fund
Holly, Bailey and Brigid Hill
Hill ‘n Dale Club
Matt Hils, Hiram College
Kitty Hinkle
Bill Hlavin
Breann Hohman, Erie SWCD
Jack and Pat Holland
Jeff Holland and Marjorie Muirden
Hootman Family
Lee Howley
Don Huntley
Marilyn Hyde
Matt Iascola
ICF Foundation
Sarah Jane Ingraham
John Janoch
Ray Jarrett
Brooks Jones
Charlotte Karson
John Katko
Curt Keal
Kelleys Island Audubon
Kendal at Oberlin Environmental Concerns
Committee
KeyBank
Bart Beacher
Edward Donnelly
Marnie Kaminski
Sandra Skernivitz
Karen White
Kismet Foundation
Sue and George Klein
Judy Kocab
Ron Kotkowski
Fae Krokey
David Liam Kyle
Charlie LaFave
Lake Metroparks
John Pogacnik
Vince Urbanski
Lake SWCD
Carol Clement
Dan Donaldson
Chad Edgar
Matt Scharver
Elaine and Bill Lamb
Charles and Sandy Lang
Cathy Leary
Kathy Leavenworth
Pat and John Leech
Legacy Construction Services, LLC
Connie and Russ Lincoln
Greg Lipps
Little Beaver Creek Land Foundation

Lockheed Martin
Lorain County Commissioners
Lorain County Community Development
Lorain County Metro Parks
Lorain County SWCD
The Lubrizol Foundation
Diane Lucas
Kitty Makley
Dominic Marchese
Terri Martincic
Peter McCarren
McGinness Foundation
Medina County SWCD
Medina Park District
Nicola Memmott
Karen Miller
Mike Miller
Dan and Regina Miltner
Laura R. & Lucian Q. Moffitt Foundation
Montgomery Township Trustees
Joe Moroski
MSD of Greater Cincinnati
Meg Mueller
Hattie Mulligan
Matt Nahorn
National Park Service
Andrea Irland
Kevin Skerl
Natural Resources Conservation District
Al Bonnis
Matt Harbage
Scott Kenreich
Troy Smith
Dee Waters
Nora Nemec
New London Rotary
John Niedzialek, NRCS
Eric Norenberg, City of Oberlin
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District
Julius Ciaccia
Kyle Dreyfuss-Wells
Mark Link
Trish Nuskievicz, Trumbull County Planning
Commission
Oberlin College
Oberlin College Bonner Center for Service
and Learning
Ohio Department of Agriculture- Office of
Farmland Preservation
Amanda Bennett
Jody Fife
Kristen Jensen
Cindy Shy
Ohio Central Basin Steelheaders
Ohio Coastal Zone Management
Ohio Department of Natural Resources
Tom Arbour
Bob Fletcher
Rick Gardner
Mike Grote
Dan Kramer
John Navarro
Dan Nelson
Gary Obermiller
Jay Reda
Steve Roloson
Matthew Smith
Ohio EPA
Mark Bergman
Russ Gibson
Theresa Gordon
Katie McKibben
Mick Micacchion
Bob Monsarrat
Dave Reiff
Martha Spurbeck

Gordon Oney
David Orr, Oberlin College
The Orvis-Perkins Foundation
John Pais
Tony Paskevich
Janice Pasquale
Patterson Fruit Farm and Staff
Kristen Peetz
Perkins Charitable Foundation
Jack Pierson
Mayor Don Plusquelic, City of Akron
Plymouth Township Trustees
Bridgette Popelars
Jeff Pritchard, City of Streetsboro
Tom Quintrell
Amy Reeher, Trumbull County SWCD
Kerry Reimer
Mayor Susan Renda
Phyllis Richards
Richland County Commissioners
Richland County NRCS
Richland County Planning
Richland County SWCD
RiverReach Construction
Rochester Township Trustees
Justin Rogers, Mill Creek MetroParks
Bob Rogish, Jr.
Pat and Judy Rosselli
Josh Rubin
S. Rose Company
Sandusky/Erie County Community
Foundation
Adam Sauerland
Franz Sauerland
Karl Schneider, Lorain County NRCS
Sharon Township Trustees
Marian and Michael Shaughnessy
Dean Sheldon
Paul Sherwood
Amanda Skingel
Jack Smith
Brian Smith and Family
The Kelvin and Eleanor Smith Foundation
Lloyd L. & Louise K. Smith Memorial
Foundation
Roger Sours
Mary Spicer
Shawn Spindel
Tom Stanley
Ray Stewart
Marta Stone
The George B. Storer Foundation, Inc.
Dan Styer
Summit County Farm Bureau
Tom Swank
Cynthia Szunyog
Pat Talbot
Gloria Terpay
Dick and Chad Thompson
Grant Thompson
Kenny, Rolland and Carol Tkach, Hostile
Valley Campground
Michael Todd
Paul Van Curen
The Veale Foundation
Village of Moreland Hills
Kathy Vrable
Jim Watterson
Mary Weber
Lauren Wesorick
Paula Whewell
Britt Whidden
Evan Whidden
Lee Will
Mike Wilson, Trumbull SWCD
Mark Winchell, Ashtabula County
Convention and Visitors Bureau
Jennifer Windus
Winery at Spring Hill
James Woodworth
Charles Worsham
Susan Yerian
Allen Zimmerman

‘Genevieve and I want

to share our blessings
with future generations
through this estate gift
to land conservation.’

Carter and Genevieve Wilmot of
Broadview Heights believe in the power
of conservation. The Wilmots have
permanently preserved their beautiful
farm with a conservation easement held
by Western Reserve Land Conservancy
and have joined our White Oak Legacy
Society, a group of Land Conservancy
supporters who have generously
included us in their estate planning.
To find out more about making
a lasting commitment to land
preservation through the White Oak
Legacy Society, please call Robert
Koonce at (440) 729-9621 Ext. 109.

This special group of Land Conservancy supporters have made a lasting
commitment to land protection through a variety of estate-planning
tools, including bequests in a will or trust, charitable gift annuities,
charitable remainder trusts, IRA designations or gifts of life insurance.
Members include:

Anonymous (4)
William Abell
Dr. Jay Ankeney & Dr. Julie Clayman
Thomas E. Baker
Edward Baker & Anna Van Heeckeren
Sara Balogh
Peter & Molly Balunek
Richard & Jennifer Cochran
Margaret E. Cummins
Beau Daane
Mark Frank
Laurel Gress
Richard & Susan Grimm
Mary Jane Hartwell
Patricia Hazelton
Ferdinand & Marguerite Jereb
Charlotte Karson Daiber

Elsie Lutman
John & Kathryn Makley
Bruce Merchant & Sandra Reel
Steven C. Morris
Nora-Lynn Nemec
Hugh & Gretta Pallister
Faith E. Pescatore
Dr. George Matthew Peterson Jr.
Dr. John Bernard Peterson
Mr. & Mrs. Franz Sauerland
Rose Scheeff
Charlotte Stafford
Herbert J. and Faith Swanson
Jean P. Thompson
William & Judith Ann Tucholsky
Dr. Barry Walker
Josephine Hannel Weber
Carter & Genevieve Wilmot

Deceased
www.wrlandconservancy.org
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Save the date!

EverGreen EverBlue
September 9, 2011
Our 2011 sponsors:
as of April 1, 2011

Thank you to our EverGreen EverBlue
2010 sponsors:
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