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Finding your sacred places

W

JOSEPH DARWAL

Cleveland Metroparks’ Hinckley
Reservation, was wonderful.
In this issue of Connections,
we will show you some of the
parks Western Reserve Land
Conservancy has helped create
in northern Ohio and also take
a look at our role in promoting
the local food movement. Public
parks are a great value for so
many reasons. They help keep us
connected to the outdoors. They
give us a chance to put our lives in
perspective. They provide beauty
and wonder.
Today, my own teenage son
would rather be fishing, hiking or camping than just
about anything else. I’d like to believe that in some
small way, those Sunday breakfasts had something to
do with that. Our boss at the Land Conservancy, Rich
Cochran, often talks about “sacred places.” I think I
know what he means.
-Ken Wood

editor’s note

e almost always went to
church.
But there were, I’m
happy to confess, Sunday mornings
when my mom and dad decided to
skip the service in favor of one of our
family’s other closely held beliefs:
spending as much time as possible
outdoors. We would pack the makings
of a simple breakfast and head to
Hinckley Lake. There we would
transform fire-roasted white bread and
stick butter into a delicacy and push
eggs around a cast-iron skillet until
they were chunky enough to eat.
Afterward, we would fish or hike
or run around. My mom would get out her bird book
and try to identify whatever just skirted the shoreline.
Dad was happy just being in the shade.
Experiences are among the most precious things
in our lives, and I treasure my memories of those
Sunday breakfasts. So do my siblings. Being free
to roam this beautiful place, which is part of the
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In ancient Persia, a wealthy farmer leaves his
home to seek even greater wealth, and spends his
life in a fruitless search for a perhaps mythical
diamond mine. Finally, as age and years of
frustration take their toll, he throws himself into
the sea and dies, an unhappy pauper far from
home. Meanwhile, back at his estate, the new
owner, surveying his vast acreage, sees something
in a stream, something bright, glistening in the
sunlight. It is a large diamond, and turns out to
rest atop the fabulous Golconda mine.
This story was a special favorite of Dr. Russell
Conwell, who founded Philadelphia’s Temple
University in 1884. The story inspired his classic
lecture, “Acres of Diamonds,” which he delivered
more than 6,000 times, all the world over. The
moral of the story: “Your diamonds are not in far
distant mountains or in yonder seas; they are in
your own back yard, if you but dig for them.”
– Excerpt from ‘Enough’ by John Bogle

DAVID LIAM KYLE
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The diamonds in our back yard

“During times of economic
distress, people tend to ‘cocoon’
and stay closer to home.”
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his famous story illustrates an emerging theme
in our thinking here at the Land Conservancy.
During this time of great economic uncertainty
and pain, our region is in fact positioned to thrive if we
leverage our “homefield advantage” by focusing on our
“diamonds,” the core assets with which our region is
blessed, including, in large part, our abundant natural
resource endowments.
We have begun to understand
that there is a convergence factor at
work. Our region and our country are
experiencing economic distress. Our
region is appropriately focused on
economic development to create more jobs
and more wealth. Our region is blessed
with abundant and exceptional natural
resources: prime soils, glacial rivers,
wetlands and lakes, one of the world’s few great lakes,
virtually unlimited fresh water, world-class fishing and
hunting amenities, vineyards, a national park and a scenic
beauty that is simply breathtaking.
During times of economic distress, people tend
to “cocoon” and stay closer to home. All of our natural
resource amenities are therefore even more important to
our region at this time. And, to develop an intelligent and
comprehensive economic development strategy for the
region, we need to focus our region’s leaders on one of
our core strengths, the natural resource endowments that
we are so lucky to have, that exist for free, and that can
be strategically leveraged to grow our economy in areas
ranging from local food production to hunting and fishing
revenue to talent attraction and retention.
Other than our existing healthcare asset, which
is well understood and highly leveraged from an
economic development standpoint, our natural resource
endowments quite possibly represent our greatest single
regional asset and yet it is not well understood and it is not
highly leveraged.
To create the homefield advantage our region needs,
we need to heed the moral of our story above, “Your
diamonds are not in far distant mountains or in yonder
seas; they are in your own back yard, if you but dig for
them.”
We are blessed as an organization by the acres of
diamonds with which our back yard is endowed: the
people who support us and work for us, the core assets
we have assembled, the partners we have and the natural
resources of our service area. Now is the time for all of us
to recognize the treasures that are waiting to be discovered
in the place we call home.
Cochran is the president and CEO of Western Reserve
Land Conservancy.

Listening to the call of the wild
“In wildness is the preservation of the world.”
– Henry David Thoreau

A

naturally speaking

s I lower my binoculars from the Great Blue
Heron that is fussing with a stubborn stick being
added to her nest in a not-too-distinct tree, I
notice that three individuals are approaching my position
on the boardwalk.
It is just after 7 on a Saturday
morning, early, at least by most people’s
standards, so I am pleased to note that
others have risen to welcome the dawn
and share in what first light has to offer.
As the three approach I deduce that they
are from the same family; grandfather,
son and grandson. I expect that they will
slow their pace as they near the nest and
be rewarded with the very experience they sought when
they decided on this early outing.
Wrong. The two men are in the lead and are engaged
in a lively conversation on the economy. The young
grandson, sporting the most sullen of expressions,
earphones in place, eyes on his shoes, brings up the rear.
Perhaps I shouldn’t judge them harshly, but at the very
least I sense that they fit into a mold that I have seen more
and more often of late, one that worries me a great deal:
Educated, well-informed people who, for the most part,
go blindly through life, not only unaware of the world
around them, but also completely out of touch with a basic
understanding of how it works.
“So what,” I would have said a few years ago. It is
their loss, my gain; fewer people to disrupt
my outdoor adventures. Now, however, I
worry that it is this very lack of awareness,
this failure to recall even basic principles of
junior high school biology that threatens to
prevent us from dealing with the very real
ecological issues that we face today. Too
often I hear conservations that dismiss
global climate change, the worldwide
decline of coral reefs, over-harvesting of
ocean resources and ozone impacts on
the atmosphere as political exaggerations,
as liberal fantasies or as scientist-led
conspiracies.
So let’s be “glass half-full” people.
How do we re-instill in our fellow man
that humans are a part of nature, not apart
from nature? I remain convinced the best
cure is exposure; exposure to wild lands, to
wild creatures, to the wild in us. I am not

particularly a fan of proving a point with quotes from
dead people, but I embrace the one at the beginning
of this column and the following one from Sigurd
Olson, author and “father” of the Boundary Waters
Canoe Area Wilderness in Minnesota: “Man does not
suddenly become aware or infused with wonder; it is
something we are born with. No child need be told its
secrets; he keeps it until the influence of gadgetry and
the indifference of teen-age satiation extinguish its
intuitive joy.”
The challenge today for our children and
grandchildren is that there are fewer and fewer places
to nurture the wonder. Where are the creeks to wade
in, the lighting bugs to catch, the fox tracks to follow
in yesterday’s snow?
If we are to regain respect for the natural world
we live in and our responsibilities to it, then we must
regain the experiences that teach us and nurture the
wonder we are born with. It follows that there must
be wild places to have these experiences. That, in the
proverbial nutshell, is the mission of Western Reserve
Land Conservancy, now more then ever.
I think I will to return to the boardwalk hoping
for a chance to meet again my multigenerational,
Saturday morning hikers. I want to interrupt their
discourse, hold out my binoculars and say, “Wow,
your grandson should see this!” The words “before
it’s too late” will go unspoken.
Stanley is the retired Chief of Natural Resources
for Cleveland Metroparks and an original founder of
the Russell Land Conservancy.
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A very public gesture
Land Conservancy has helped create more than 40 parks

M

Conservancy works with property owners
and its conservation partners to create
parks. When Orchard Hills Golf Course,
located at the border of Geauga and
Lake counties, ceased operation in 2006,
the Land Conservancy worked with
the owners, the Patterson family, the
Geauga Park District, U.S. Sen. George
Voinovich, State Sen. Tim Grendell and
U.S. Rep. Steven LaTourette to convert
the 246-acre parcel into a park. A
housing development had been proposed
for the property.
It stands today as one of the few
instances in the country in which a golf
course has been allowed to return to its
natural state. Keith McClintock, deputy
director of the Geauga Park District, says
it is rapidly becoming one of the most
popular parks in the system.
In Portage County, a partnership
between the Land Conservancy and the
Portage Park District led to the establishment of the 48acre Seneca Ponds Park in Streetsboro. The park, which
opened in June 2008, is an oasis near the Ohio Turnpike,
with about a mile of hiking trails and a catch-and-release

kyle lanzer

ary Tate strides down the
former golf cart path at
Orchard Hills Park with her
dog, Frisbee, pulling the leash to its
limits. The native Californian is a huge
fan of the new park.
“I love it,” she says. “You can walk
for miles and miles. You can even see
Lake Erie. It’s just beautiful here.”
Tate, who has lived in Euclid for
the past 10 years, says the number of
high-quality parks in Northeast Ohio
is a significant reason why she chose to
move here.
The Land Conservancy is doing its
part to create local parks in northern
Ohio. Orchard Hills, which the Land
Conservancy recently protected in
partnership with the Geauga Park
District, is one of nearly four dozen
parks that have been formed as a result
of the organization’s land-preservation
work. Public parks now exist on 42 Land Conservancypreserved properties, with another four expected to be
created in the next few months.
Orchard Hills is a good example of how the Land

Orchard Hills Park is a former golf course with plenty of scenic views.
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fishing program.
Smaller public entities
have also been able to create
parks by working with the Land
Conservancy. One shining
example is in Geauga County’s
Munson Township, where the
94-acre Scenic River Retreat off
Mayfield Road offers both dense
forests and spectacular views of
the Chagrin River.
Four years ago, the Land
Conservancy’s involvement in the
Aurora Wetlands project helped
create a park on a 500-acre site
on which a golf course community
had been planned. The project
would have destroyed the
wetlands, which are now managed
by the city of Aurora.
There are also instances in
which conservation easements
held by the Land Conservancy help protect and possibly
expand existing parks. In Brunswick Hills Township,
a 68-acre tract adjacent to the Medina County Park
District’s Plum Creek Park is protected by a Land
Conservancy easement.
The Land Conservancy’s success in creating public

spaces is due in large part to its solid partnerships with
county and local park districts. Euclid’s Tate says she
hopes the organizations continue to work together to
preserve land, open parks and enhance the quality of life
in this region.
“I’m all in favor of it,” she says. “Keep it up.”

More new parks on the horizon
The Land Conservancy and its
conservation partners expect this
year to finalize several more public
land projects, including signature
parks in Portage County and on
South Bass Island.
The largest anticipated park
project will be in Portage County’s
Shalersville Township, where the
Land Conservancy has struck an
agreement to purchase 508 acres there and transfer
ownership to the Portage Park District. The Upper
Cuyahoga Bog Preserve, located south of the Ohio
Turnpike and east of state Route 44, would become the
Portage Park District’s largest park.
The property contains rare and endangered
species among its wetlands, woods and fields. The
opportunity to acquire the property was made possible

with the professional assistance
of the Land Conservancy, which
negotiated the deal and secured
funding through the state’s Water
Pollution Control Loan Fund.
“We’re excited that the outlook for
the project is very good, and we
appreciate Western Reserve Land
Conservancy’s help in obtaining
funding,” said Christine Craycroft,
the park district’s executive director.
The project also has the support of Shalersville
Township trustees, who see conservation of the land
as a cost-effective alternative to the hundreds of acres
of housing that had been proposed for the site. In
1991, there was a proposal to build an international
freight airport on the property, but those plans never
materialized.
continued on page 12
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‘An extra set of eyes and ears’
Volunteers will help monitor parks in new Land Conservancy program

keeping watch

N
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ed Baker
squishes
and splashes
his way through a
low-lying section of
Munson Township’s
Scenic River Retreat,
walks behind a stand
of trees and then
reappears at the
marsh’s edge.
“Did you see
anything to the
right, Ned?” asks
Pete McDonald, the
Land Conservancy’s
stewardship specialist.
“No. It looks OK,”
Baker replies. They
move on.
Baker, an
environmental
consultant and Land
Conservancy trustee,
is one of the first
participants in a new
program in which
volunteers will help
monitor protected public properties like the 94acre Scenic River Retreat. On this day, a more than
two-hour check of the park by Baker, McDonald
and Anne Murphy, the Land Conservancy’s director
of stewardship and conservation resources, reveals
only a few all-terrain vehicle tracks and unsightly
piles of debris.
Otherwise, the park is what it is supposed to be
– natural and beautiful.
Twice per year, Murphy says, volunteers will
be visiting parks protected by Land Conservancy
conservation easements. Using a baseline report –
essentially a snapshot of the property at the time it
was preserved – and detailed maps, the volunteers
will walk the land and take notes.
“We look for any changes, anything that jumps
out,” Murphy says.
That could be anything from new structures to
logging to unauthorized activities such as paintball
or ATV use. Volunteers will file a report with the
Land Conservancy after each visit.

Conservation
easements are the primary
tool used by the Land
Conservancy to preserve
property. The Land
Conservancy typically
does not own the land
but holds conservation
easements on both
public and private lands.
About 25 percent of the
organization’s nearly 240
protected properties are
public parks and preserves
owned by public entities.
The Land
Conservancy’s
stewardship staff has
been monitoring all
properties, public and
private, each year. But the
preservation of more land
– the organization has
now protected more than
14,200 acres – has made
monitoring and enforcing
more difficult.
Enter the new
monitoring program, in which volunteers will, as
Murphy says, “provide an extra set of eyes and ears.”
Each volunteer is assigned to monitor a public park
each year, with one visit in the spring and another in
late summer, according to Murphy.
The stewardship staff will continue to monitor all
privately-owned protected land.
Stewardship is a vital part of any land
conservation effort. There is little point in preserving
property if no one is there to make sure it remains
protected.
Murphy says the program may eventually be
expanded to include wildlife and plant inventories
done by volunteers. On the monitoring visit to Scenic
River, for example, the stewardship team found
evidence of recent beaver activity near the Chagrin
River.
For more information on the volunteer program,
contact Murphy at (440) 729-9621, Ext. 104 or
amurphy@wrlc.cc or McDonald at (440) 729-9621,
Ext. 113 or pmcdonald@wrlc.cc.

Skowronski helped Land Conservancy grow

M

ark Skowronski says the property
owners and other conservation
partners he’s met during his
eight-year career with Western Reserve Land
Conservancy have, in many ways, reaffirmed
his faith in people.
“We constantly hear about all the bad
things that are going on in the world, but
there are so many wonderful people working
hard to make this world a better place,”
says Skowronski, who has been the Land
Conservancy’s director of land protection for the past five
years. “When I get to meet with landowners and hear their
stories, I’m humbled. They are really preserving their land
because they love it. They love their families and their
communities.”
He adds, “They want to do something that is greater
than themselves.”
Skowronski, a Trumbull County native who now
lives in University Heights, will be leaving the Land
Conservancy in June, when his family moves to Ann
Arbor, Mich. He is credited with helping build one of the
most effective and efficient land-protection programs in
the nation, one that has now preserved more than 230
properties and more than 14,200 acres. He began his

A

career in 2001 as an intern with the former
Chagrin River Land Conservancy and
eventually became head of the department.
Skowronski’s wife, Dr. Michelle
Kahlenberg, has accepted a fellowship in
rheumatology at the University of Michigan.
Mark – at least initially – will be a stayat-home dad for the couple’s two children,
Aydn, 3, and Emerson Sage, three months.
“Mark is a dedicated and skilled
conservationist, one of the best practitioners
in the entire country, and he has done remarkable work,”
says Land Conservancy CEO and President Rich Cochran.
“He has made a significant, lasting contribution not only
to our organization but to land preservation throughout
northern Ohio. Most importantly, Mark is a wonderful
human being, a good friend, a loving husband and father.
We will miss him.”
Skowronski’s own love of the land is shaping his goals.
“Ultimately, we want to own a farm that we can
preserve and be involved in local food production. We
want our children to grow up like we did, taking care of
animals and crops so that they learn how to work hard and
know exactly what it takes to produce food,” he says.

Kirkpatrick is new land protection director

ndy Kirkpatrick, an avid fly
fisherman, skier and self-described
“recovering lawyer,” is Western
Reserve Land Conservancy’s new director of
land protection
Kirkpatrick, who grew up in Washington,
D.C. and whose family is originally from
Pittsburgh, will replace Mark Skowronski,
who is moving to Ann Arbor, Mich. in June.
Kirkpatrick has been working closely with
Skowronski to ensure a smooth transition.
“Mark and the entire land protection
team – Julia Musson, Chris Szell and Dawn Hummer –
have been extremely helpful and supportive with getting
me up to speed quickly,” Kirkpatrick says.
Kirkpatrick attended the Maret School in Washington,
where he played soccer, basketball and lacrosse and
developed a love of the outdoors and fishing while
exploring the numerous rivers and streams of southern
Pennsylvania. Summer vacations were often spent
enjoying a family farm outside of Pittsburgh (called “High
Meadow”) adjacent to Frank Lloyd Wright’s masterpiece
of Fallingwater. High Meadow is now protected by the
Western Pennsylvania Conservancy.
He graduated from the University of Colorado at

Boulder with a bachelor’s degree in history.
After college, Andy returned to D.C. and
attended law school at American University’s
Washington College of Law (JD) and Kogod
School of Business (MBA). During this time,
he met Kristin Franco, also a graduate student
at American University, from Lyndhurst.
After law school, he was a full-time
associate for Baker & Hostetler for three years
before moving on to Mellon Bank and then
to the Mandel family office (Parkwood) as inhouse counsel.
Andy and Kristin were married in 2005 and reside
in Gates Mills with their three dogs: Chloe, Merlot and
SeaBass. Kristin works as a nutritionist and registered
dietician for the Cleveland Clinic’s Lifestyle 180 Program.
Andy is a trustee of the Gates Mills Land Conservancy and
also serves as the vice president and banquet co-chair for
the Cleveland Museum of Natural History’s Trout Club.
“We are very excited to have Andy join the Land
Conservancy staff,” says Chief Operating Officer Katie
Outcalt. “His unique blend of skills and experiences
will be a tremendous asset to our organization and our
mission.”
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A link in the food chain
Local farms, big and small, are protected by the Land Conservancy

S

avery Rorimer sits
in the wagon, her
back flush against
the sideboards, as the
tractor pulls Snake Hill
Farm’s maple sap cleanup
crew along the muddy
perimeter of a cornfield.
The bumpy ride alters
her voice but not her
message.
“One of the most
powerful things you can
do is grow your own
food,” says Rorimer,
who runs the Bainbridge
Township farm with her
husband, Louis. Snake
Hill, which produces
organic vegetables, maple
syrup and grass-fed
beef, is one of a rising
number of local farms
that have been protected
by Western Reserve Land
Conservancy easements.
Agricultural
properties preserved by
the Land Conservancy
range from smaller parcels
to family farms of several
hundred acres or more,
and these working lands
produce everything from
vegetables for local farm markets to commercial crops.
Most of Snake Hill Farm – its name comes from the
steep, winding road near the Aurora Branch of the Chagrin
River – is protected by a Land Conservancy easement. The
farm, which has been in the Rorimer family since 1912,
grows organic lettuce for salad mixes as well as tomatoes,
beets, carrots, onions and garlic. In addition, Snake Hill
produces beef from its herd of 50 pasture-raised Belted
Galloways and maple syrup from sap that is collected on
the property and poured into a wood-fired evaporator.
Farm manager Roger Rodhe, who is removing spiles
(taps) from maple trees and performing what he calls “the
end-of-the-year swoosh” to clean the buckets, says there
is a good reason why those who buy from Snake Hill – the
farm sells products at farmers markets and on site as well
as to restaurants and caterers – keep coming back.
10

“They are buying
locally, and they know
where it’s coming from,”
he says.
Brad Masi, executive
director of the New
Agrarian Center in
Oberlin, says, “Farmland
preservation efforts are
an integral component
for developing
sustainable local food
systems. Increasingly,
businesses, institutions,
and consumers are
seeking locally grown
and sustainably
produced foods.
Farmland preservation is
a critical component for
preserving the land-base
that will be necessary
to supply this growing
demand.”
Masi says consumers
and businesses spend
more than $10 billion
dollars per year in the
14 counties of Northeast
Ohio alone. Connecting
farmers to local markets,
he says, opens up new
opportunities for growers
to directly market to
consumers, retaining local dollars and reducing the
amount of money leaving the community to support a
1,500-2,500-mile distribution chain.
Several other local farms protected by Land
Conservancy easements are also contributing to the local
food movement. In Geauga County’s Auburn Township,
Diane (Dee) and William Belew board horses, farm hay,
produce maple syrup and cut firewood at their 67-acre
Messenger Century Farm. In 2007, the Belews donated
a conservation easement to protect the farm, which was
established in the 1700s and is believed to have the oldest
sugar house in Geauga County.
Nearby is the Frohring property, where sweet corn
is grown on land also preserved by a Land Conservancy
easement and sold locally. And at the Geauga-Portage
County border, Scott Grimm now runs 68-acre Silver

Creek Farm, which he
purchased under the
Land Conservancy’s
conservation buyer
program. Grimm’s
purchase helped
preserve an important
organic farm in
Northeast Ohio,
one where former
owners Ted and Molly
Bartlett had produced
a wide assortment of
local foods ranging
from spring lamb to
raspberries.
Larger-scale farmers have also been helped by the
Land Conservancy.
In southwestern Lorain County, the historic 1,018acre Babcock property – the largest land-protection
project in the Land Conservancy’s history – has been
preserved as a working farm. Over time, the property
made the transition from a mixed-breed sheep farm to
a 600-acre commercial crop operation. Pasture is also
maintained for a small herd of beef cattle.
Another key farmland preservation project took
place in Trumbull County, where in 2006 Nancy Kepner
protected 461 acres of her farm with an agricultural
easement co-held by the Land Conservancy and the
Ohio Department of Agriculture. Kepner grows wheat,
soybeans and corn on the property, which has been in
the family since 1852 and was recently designated a
Century Farm by the ODA.
“I wanted to keep it as farmland, and this was
definitely the best choice,” Kepner says.
In Erie County, Clark Hahn, one of the founders
of the former Firelands Land Conservancy, and his
brother Richard granted a conservation easement on
their 122-acre farm. Over time, the farm has been an
apple and cherry orchard, housed 100 beef cattle and
continued on page 13

Why they buy local food
THE CHEF
Many of northern Ohio’s hot young
chefs are passionate about using
locally produced food. Ben
Bebenroth, owner of Spice of Life
Catering Co., is almost militant
about it.
“The biggest thing you can do
for yourself and your community
is eat what’s in your back yard,”
says Bebenroth, 32, who grew up in Strongsville, trained
at Johnson & Wales in Charleston, S.C. and has cooked at
Baricelli Inn, Sans Souci and Parker’s New American Bistro.
He also volunteers as a demonstration chef at farm markets
in the region.
Bebenroth’s commitment to regional, seasonal and
sustainable foods has helped him forge strong ties to local
family farms, including Snake Hill Farm in Geauga County, a
property protected by a Western Reserve Land Conservancy
easement. From June to November, Bebenroth says he
tries to buy 90-95 percent of his food within 100 miles of
Cleveland. He says doing so means fresher food, a stronger
local economy and products that don’t have to be brought in
from long distances by trucks burning gallons of diesel fuel.
“Sweet corn from Kentucky,” he says, “doesn’t appeal to
me.”
Bebenroth says there is yet another reason for his insistence
on using fresh, local products. “I want to put my best foot
forward as a chef,” he says.

THE MOM
Kimberly Payne’s love affair with
locally produced foods began
with her enjoyment of the homegrown vegetables from the six-acre
Northeast Ohio farm owned by her
in-laws. Soon she and her husband,
Kenny, were involved in the
formation of Lakewood Earth and
Food Community (LEAF), a group
dedicated to making local, fresh
food more widely available.
Sons Simon, 10, and Isaiah, 7, were not just bystanders.
“The kids have been a big part of it,” Payne says. “They
have helped count food and fill orders for LEAF. In addition,
the boys get to pick what we as a family are going to buy –
which onion, which eggplant, which bunch of carrots. As a
result, they are big veggie and fruit eaters.”
LEAF has launched several key initiatives, including a
Community Supported Agriculture program with about
300 shares (families), a bulk-buying plan and community
gardens. Food is grown within a 75-mile radius and is
picked within 24 hours of delivery. In the summer, pickup is
once a week at the Lakewood Public Library.
Payne says she is spending a little more for her food “but
it feels right.” One reason is the interaction with the local
people who produce the fruits and vegetables she buys.
“It’s like you talk to the farmer. How fun is that?” she says.
11
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The Land Conservancy is partnering with park systems throughout northern Ohio to preserve natural areas.

More new parks on the horizon
The Land Conservancy also expects to soon
finalize a much different park project on South
Bass Island.
There, the Land Conservancy – in
partnership with the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur and others – expects
to finalize the purchase of a 9-acre site at South
Bass Island’s eastern tip and turn it over to the
Put-in-Bay Township Park District. Rose Scheeff,
a longtime island homeowner, put the Land
Conservancy’s fundraising drive over the top with
a generous gift.
Instead of a housing development, the
property will become a nature preserve open for
fishing, hiking and bird watching. Lisa Brohl, a
township park commissioner,, has called the new
preserve “truly a gift for the future of the islands.”
Other potential park projects now under
consideration by the Land Conservancy are in
Ashtabula, Medina and Erie counties.
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continued from page 7

Sprawl causes farmer to head south

R

obert Haskins is a
farmer under attack
by urban sprawl.
“My neighbors look
across the street and think
they’re in the country,” the
soft-spoken Haskins says
with a friendly smile. “I look
across the street and think
I’m in the suburbs.”
So Haskins, 65, whose
family has worked the land
in Bainbridge Township for
191 years, has decided to
farm elsewhere. Next year,
he and his wife, Janice, will
be moving to Knox County,
where they have acquired
a 229-acre dairy farm in a
decidedly rural area.
Haskins recently sold 60 acres in Bainbridge – land
on which hay, corn and grain were once grown – as one
of the first steps toward the move to central Ohio. The
farmhouse, as well as the land surrounding it on Haskins
Road, will remain in the family, he says.
According to Haskins, residential development in
the township is causing him to make the move. There is
no room to expand, and the increased traffic has made
it difficult – and sometimes dangerous – to do farm
work, he says. In addition, Haskins says, it has become

increasingly tough to find
local firms with the services
and supplies farmers need.
“We could change
enterprises (and stay), but I
don’t like that. I’m a dairy
farmer,” he says.
Haskins’ plight
underscores the need to
preserve the rich farmland of
northern Ohio and encourage
local food production.
Haskins says he believes
the one way to keep urban
sprawl from gobbling up more
farms like his is to preserve
blocks of working lands in the
same region, giving farmers
and their families a chance
to buy agricultural property that isn’t threatened by
development.
In Knox County, Haskins plans to expand the current
dairy operations – he now has 90 head of dairy cattle –
and grow crops on soil “that is way better than anything
we’ve got here.” He will also be able to continue the
maple-sugaring operations he now has in Bainbridge,
although on a much smaller scale.
“I’m sure it will be sad leaving, but I’m looking
forward to being able to farm without the constraints we
have here,” he says.

A link in the food chain
continued from page 11

maintained a productive grain crop rotation with beans,
hay, corn and wheat.
The Land Conservancy last year also worked with
Dick and Rhonda Thompson to protect 286 acres at the
Ashtabula-Trumbull County border, land that is now used
primarily for commercial grain farming.
These projects are important because they enable
farmers to continue farming on their land instead of
allowing it to be developed. As a result, there is a better
chance today that locally produced sweet corn, tomatoes,
cheese, beef or wine will find its way into your shopping
basket.
Snake Hill’s Rodhe says history is on the side of the
local food movement.
“People,” he says, “have always viewed the small
family farm as important.”

Our mission
Western Reserve Land Conservancy seeks to
preserve the scenic beauty, rural character and
natural resources of northern Ohio.
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An extraordinary legacy
Petersons protected land, remembered Land Conservancy in will

T

he Peterson brothers
grew up loving
nature.
In the 1930s, their
family vacations to New
England were built around
spending time in the
outdoors. Sprawl had
not yet overtaken their
hometown of Bergenfield,
N.J., just outside New
York City, and George
and John Peterson were
able to explore the natural
surroundings.
“There were still enough
wild places,” says Steve
Humel, a family friend.
“They had forests, victory
gardens and a creek. There
were still a lot of places
where a kid could be a kid.”
Development changed
all that.
So in 1964, after the
brothers finished graduate
school at Case Western
Reserve University – John in
dentistry, George in podiatry
– the family moved to a
wooded 20-acre property
in Twinsburg Township.
The family later bought an
adjacent 20-acre parcel.
The brothers took two extraordinary steps to
ensure their lot would never be developed like so many
others were in their hometown. First, they donated
a conservation easement to Western Reserve Land
Conservancy, thereby permanently protecting the
property.
Then George, the last surviving brother, remembered
the Land Conservancy in his will. When he died in
January at age 81, the avid fly fisherman left a sizeable
amount of money to the organization.
“They both loved the land and didn’t want to see it
developed,” Humel says.
Leah Whidden, director of development for the
Land Conservancy, says the brothers’ generosity was
exceptional. “Their gift is making a difference in land
conservation in our region,” she says.
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“(The Petersons)
both loved the land
and didn’t want to
see it developed.”
– Steve Humel
Jean Gokorsch, the Land
Conservancy’s major gifts
officer, says the organization
did not know George
Peterson had set aside the
money in his will until the
estate was settled. She says
she hopes more supporters
will join the newly created
White Oak Legacy Society
(see page 20) by including
George Peterson, above, was an
the Land Conservancy in
avid fly fisherman who loved to
wade in the streams of Northeast
their estate planning.
Ohio and western Pennsylvania.
“This is a way we can
Peterson, who died in January
honor
those who will leave a
and remembered the Land
Conservancy in his will, once
legacy of land conservation
fished with a spinning reel but
and passionate support
“never went back” after trying
for the work of the Land
a fly rod, according to Steve
Humel, left, a family friend and
Conservancy. In the
George’s caregiver. Today, Humel
case of the Petersons, we
still works on the Peterson
would have loved to have
property.
recognized them in this way
while they were still alive,”
Gokorsch says.
Humel says the bachelor brothers were different
in many ways but shared a love of the land. John, who
died at 74 in 2004 after a battle with colon cancer, was a
pragmatist who loved botany and horticulture. Fun-loving
George had a passion for fishing that was growing until he
suffered the first of several debilitating strokes in 1993.
“George said if you were out fishing it was a free day
that God gave you to extend your life,” Humel says.
Humel, an agricultural/environmental engineer,
met John at a church meeting in 1992 and later became
the caregiver for both brothers. He recalls that on the
day John died, two wild turkeys he’d never seen before
sauntered up to the house. They left, and he never saw
them again – until one day late last year when George
started having trouble breathing.
Humel today still works on the Peterson property and
appreciates that it has been permanently preserved.
“It’s important,” he says, “that people preserve places
like this.”

L

She helps put our work into focus

L

EverBlue event. That
led to the storytelling
video project, which she
started last year with the
help of Leah Whidden, a
longtime friend and former
Brecksville-Broadview
Heights High School
classmate who is now the
Land Conservancy’s director
of development. Whidden
says Will’s contributions
have been invaluable.
“She has donated so
much time to this project
and has been able to capture
so many important stories,”
Whidden says. “We are
so grateful she’s donated
her skills to the Land
Conservancy.”
Will has been a
videographer for 25 years,
the last 10 as a freelancer.
Will, who grew up in Chesterland, says her love of
nature was nurtured by her mother and her grandfather,
who would show her everything from animal tracks to
sassafras trees on his property along the Chagrin River
in nearby Gates Mills. Years later – at the very same
time her grandfather wanted to sell the acreage – high
school friend Whidden happened to mention that she
and her husband Blair were hoping to relocate to Gates
Mills.
The Whiddens bought the home. Will has always
been thankful for that.
“In a way,” Will says, “Leah preserved that for me.”

volunteering

ee Will is a storyteller
with a passion for
nature.
Today, her skillful
videography and appreciation
of the outdoors are helping
Western Reserve Land
Conservancy tell its most
important stories. Will has
generously volunteered her
time to produce hours of
videotaped interviews with the
people who have permanently
protected their property or
made it possible for the Land
Conservancy to preserve land.
“I like doing documentary
work and I love nature,” Will
says. “I get to see beautiful
properties, hike in all these
wonderful areas and meet
fascinating people. What’s not
to like?”
The freelance videographer, who was part of a team that
won a 2000 Cleveland Emmy Award for WKYC-TV’s “Project
Patriotism,” has already interviewed some of the Land
Conservancy’s strongest supporters, including Dick and Sue
Grimm, Rick and Marilyn Hyde, Carter Wilmot, Rose Scheeff
and Jarvis, Cathy and Weezie Babcock. More interviews will
be done in 2009.
“These stories are so great. I think they are beautiful for
the family as well as for the Land Conservancy,” says Will,
who lives in Broadview Heights with her husband, Scott
Swierkosz.
Will’s first volunteer project for the Land Conservancy
was the crowd-wowing video shown at the 2007 EverGreen

Steelheaders make event memorable

and Conservancy officials are praising the Ohio Central Basin Steelheaders for their
work in making the April 18 Steelhead Spectacular a huge success. OCBS members
served as volunteer guides for the more than 40 anglers who signed up for the
steelhead event.
The event was based at Harpersfield Dam on the Grand River in Ashtabula County, but
the guides took anglers to other hot spots such as the Chagrin River and Conneaut Creek.
“We would like to thank all of the members of OCBS for their expert assistance in
guiding our guests at the first steelhead fishing event,” says Eastern Field Director Scott
Hill. “For over a century, sportsmen have led the charge for conservation, and April 18 was
no exception.”
More than 20 OCBS members served as river guides. The guides for the day included
club President Joe Moravec, Vice President Tom Blotzer and directors Jeff Liskay and Jerry
Darkes.

U.S. Sen. George Voinovich, an
event participant, lands a Chagrin
River steelhead with the help of
volunteer guide Jerry Darkes.
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Land Conservancy offering help to farmers

land protection news

F

armland preservation will continue
to be one of our key concerns in the
Eastern Region. Here at the Land
Conservancy, we work closely with farmers
in Trumbull, Ashtabula and Mahoning
counties to help ensure that our prime
agricultural lands can
continue to be used for food
production.
A generous taxincentive program for
farmers and others who
voluntarily conserve their
land is set to expire on Dec.
31 unless Congress renews it. We
hope farmers in the region will use
this program so they can keep producing food for
our tables.
Here is a sampling of Land Conservancy
projects in the region:
Grain farm becomes first
Ashtabula County project
Dick and Rhonda Thompson’s move to protect
286 acres with a conservation easement made
history – it was the Land Conservancy’s first project
in Ashtabula County. The land, which straddles the
Ashtabula-Trumbull County border, is now used
primarily for commercial grain farming. It produces
corn, soy beans, timber, wheat and oats.
Dick Thompson is a former Champion resident
who began purchasing the property in 1985. We
are truly grateful to the Thompsons for taking
this important step to permanently protect their
beautiful property.

Land Conservancy a $25,000 grant to acquire
conservation easements in the watershed.
Surface water taken from Meander Creek
Reservoir and treated by the Mahoning Valley
Sanitation District is the sole source of water for
the Youngstown, Niles and McDonald community
water systems, which serve Youngstown, Niles,
Canfield and 10 townships.
Conservation easements obtained by the Land
Conservancy would offset the increasing negative
impacts to the watershed, including new housing
and commercial development, failing home and
commercial septic systems, agricultural runoff, oil
and gas wells and road/rail stream crossings.
Project would protect
Conneaut Creek
The Land Conservancy is working with Ashtabula
County MetroParks to create a new park along the banks
of Conneaut Creek in Conneaut. The Land Conservancy
has struck an agreement to purchase a 35-acre site, which
would be combined with an adjacent 79-acre parcel
already owned by the county. The result would be a 114acre county park, one that would provide parking and
access for steelhead fishing and protect a sensitive riparian
corridor.
Conneaut Creek has been designated a State Wild
and Scenic River. It is one of the finest steelhead trout
fisheries in Northeast Ohio and one of the region’s most
picturesque waterways.

Land Conservancy aims
to protect drinking water
The Land Conservancy and its conservation
partners in the Mahoning Valley are working to
protect the Meander Creek Watershed, the drinking
water source for about 250,000 people in the
Youngstown area. The project received a big boost
when the Youngstown Foundation awarded the

Pymatuning Creek runs through the Thompson property.
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Landowners are conservation heroes

I

admire the people who choose
to permanently preserve their
property. It takes vision, foresight
and a genuine love of the land. We
thank those people for making this
important decision.
The projects we’re
highlighting in this
issue include our first
project in Erie County,
the Hahn family farm.
Much thanks to Clark
and Sharon Hahn for the preservation of
their family’s property and all the work
they do for land conservation in their
community. The same goes for Gordon
and Kathy Oney, two great land conservation supporters
who are preserving their wetland area. And our thanks
also go out to the Nahorn family and Arlene Sahr for their
desire to see their properties permanently preserved.
Here is a look at those projects:
Brownhelm Twp. farm
permanently protected
In Brownhelm Township, the Land Conservancy
protected a 51-acre property through donation of a
conservation easement by Arlene Sahr. Arlene wanted to
protect the land from development, as it had been in her
family for several generations.
Arlene, 87, was born and raised on the property. The
majority of the land is currently used for agriculture and
contains five soil types listed as prime farmland soils by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. “It’s very important to
preserve the farmland before it goes up in cement,” Arlene
said. “‘No more houses’ is consistent with my family’s
decisions.”
Fertile farmland in addition to a four-acre portion of a
larger wetland complex highlights the property. In 1886, a
neighboring farmer made local history when he unearthed
a fossilized mastodon skeleton in the same wetlands.
Though most of the skeletal remains have fallen apart
over the years due to poor storage conditions, the skull
of the mastodon is still on display at the Lorain County
MetroParks Carlisle Visitor Center.
Amherst landmark
has been preserved
In Amherst, the Historic Shupe Homestead, owned by
William, Diane and Matthew Nahorn, was permanently
preserved through the donation of a conservation
easement. The 15-acre property can trace its history back

to 1816, when the first settler in
Amherst, Jacob Shupe, purchased
property on the banks of Beaver
Creek. Designated as a Lorain
County historical landmark and
listed on the Ohio History Inventory
of Historical Properties, the property
contains critical floodplain forest and
older growth forest, and it plays an
important role in maintaining the water
quality of Beaver Creek.
The Nahorns hope to preserve more
land in the coming years. In an effort to preserve local
history and educate others about it, Matthew Nahorn has
founded the New Indian Ridge Museum in a section of
their house.
Conservation easement
protects Huron Co. wetlands
A founder of the former Firelands Land Conservancy
and current Western Reserve Land Conservancy Firelands
Chapter board member, Gordon Oney and his wife
Katherine placed a conservation easement on their 16acre wetland in Fitchville Township in Huron County.
The wetland is in the headwaters of the East Branch of
the Huron River and is primarily a scrub/shrub wetland
with about two acres of agricultural land adjoining larger
agricultural fields on an adjacent parcel. Gordon has
enhanced the wetland by planting perennial flowers and
other native plants. There is a small one-acre woodlot
on the property which will continue to be selectively
timbered. One home site will be reserved. Gordon feels
there is something special about the greater wetland
area surrounding him and hopes that this conservation
easement will be the first of several in his community.
Hahns preserve 122 acres
of Erie County farmland
Brothers Clark and Richard Hahn have granted a
conservation easement on their 122-acre Erie County farm
to the Land Conservancy.
Clark, who was one of the founders of the former
Firelands Land Conservancy in 1997 and was its president
when it joined seven other land trusts to form Western
Reserve Land Conservancy in 2006, had long considered
granting an easement. He said some of his neighbors were
close to the land but passed away before protecting their
own property.
Clark and his wife, Sharon, live on the Berlin Heights
property adjoining the farm. The Hahn brothers are the
third generation to own the property.
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Conservation partners helping region

S

pring is in the air. As it warms
up outside, Western Reserve
Land Conservancy’s land deals
are heating up, too. As we work with our
partners, members and friends to create
an interconnected network of public
and private preserved
land across northern
Ohio, it is refreshing to
meet so many interesting
landowners and people
committed to conserving
the best places around our region.
Through working with partners
like the Portage Park District, City of Hudson,
Hiram College, the National Park Service’s Rivers
Trails and Conservation Assistance, Lockheed
Martin, the Ohio and Erie Canalway Coalition, the
Ohio EPA, Cleveland Metroparks and many others,
we are building the foundation of a stronger region,
one property at a time. Here are just a few of the
exciting land deals we are working on throughout
the center of our region.
Hiram project will
protect two creeks
The Land Conservancy is in the process of
acquiring approximately 140 acres at the confluence
of Silver Creek and Eagle Creek in Hiram Township
in Portage County.
This beautiful landscape is home to a broad
variety of wildlife and boasts over a mile of
frontage on the two high quality creeks that flow
through the rolling landscape. In addition to the
streams, several pockets of high quality wetlands
help preserve the water quality and slowly
filter floodwaters into the ground, providing a
valuable public service. If we had to pay for the
flood retention and water filtration provided by
natural lands like these, it would cost millions
in engineering, construction and ongoing
maintenance. We are working to preserve this land
with a generous landowner, Hiram College, and
other supportive partners for a fraction of its true
value to the public.
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Longtime owners seeking
to preserve 90-acre forest
The Conservancy has worked for several
years with the owner of approximately 90
acres straddling the Rocky River in Summit
County’s Richfield Township. This fabulous
block of forested land has been lovingly cared
for by three generations of Slovakian friends
and families who first purchased the property
in 1931. Through a partnership between the
landowner, the Land Conservancy, Cleveland
Metroparks, and the Ohio EPA’s 319 grant
program, many acres of floodplains, steep slopes,
wetlands, forests, scenic views and prime bird habitat will
be protected along the East Branch of the Rocky River.
This critical property is adjacent to other lands protected
by Cleveland Metroparks in their Hinckley Reservation,
and is also adjacent to two properties protected by the
Land Conservancy.
Akron tributaries are
slated for restoration
The Land Conservancy, with the support of Andrea
Irland of the National Park Service, volunteer Peg
Bobel and EnviroScience staffers Jamie Kresja and Joel
Bingham, is working toward a restoration plan for Adam’s
Run, a tributary to the Little Cuyahoga River in Akron.
The stream will be surveyed this summer for a rare species
of fish that has been found in another nearby stream. If
found, this restoration project will enhance habitat for
that species. The restoration would also enhance the
water quality of the Little Cuyahoga River, reduce flooding
potential and allow increased groundwater recharge.
Haley’s Run, a tributary to Adam’s Run, is the site of
another planned restoration. We are actively acquiring
land for a small nature preserve along the stream. To
date, several property owners have donated their land to
our organization, through the generous pro-bono efforts
of Land Conservancy Trustee Jim Gerspacher. This is
just the beginning of a very large project. We will report
more fully on this significant restoration in a future
publication, including acknowledgement of the corporate
and individual sponsors.

Making positive statements in negative times

O

ne of the outcomes of challenging
economic conditions is the
postponement of important financial
decisions. Cars are repaired instead of
replaced, vacations are scaled back or
cancelled, and charitable giving is refocused
on those missions most
important to each of us.
But there can be an upside
to this economic slowdown.
Family relations can be
strengthened as activities
become more family-centered. Lifestyles
may be adjusted to be more sustainable
and even more environmentally friendly.
Underpinning the economic recovery
to come is our ultimate faith in the future, the belief
that better times are before us. Nowhere is this better
illustrated than in the business of land preservation. What
more positive statement can a landowner make about
the future than the protection of their land for future
generations and for all time?
This faith in the future is demonstrated in a number of
land protection projects in Medina County.
New park planned
for Hinckley Township
Hinckley Township is working with the Land
Conservancy to permanently protect 30 acres along the
East Branch of the Rocky River. The property contains
a high quality wooded riparian corridor along more than
2,000 feet of the Rocky River. The township plans to
utilize the land as a passive use park for bird watching
and nature studies. The Western Cuyahoga
Audubon Society is assisting in documenting
nesting and migrating birds on the site.

Rocky River may get
additional protection
Land Conservancy staff is working
with Medina Township trustees to protect
20 acres of township land along the West
Branch of the Rocky River. The staff is
also working with the Medina County
Park District on a long-term management
plan for the property. In exchange for
this easement, the Land Conservancy
will transfer ownership of property on
Fenn Road to the township. The property
will be transferred with a Natural Areas easement in
place. This site will provide the southern boundary of
a long section of the Rocky River that enjoys partial
protection, and will be the focus of efforts to secure
easements on the remaining parcels.
Frog Hollow project
preserves 43 acres
At the end of 2008, the Holland family granted an
easement on 43 acres in Sharon Township. The family
owns a total of 100 acres. The property is adjacent
to the Sharon Golf Club, which is across the road
from the Medina Park District’s 250-acre Wolf Creek
Environmental Center, creating a large block of open space
and wildlife habitat. The property includes mature upland
forests, ponds, scenic rock outcroppings and waterfalls.
There is 4,500 linear feet of tributaries of Wolf Creek,
which flows south to feed the Barberton Reservoir, the
drinking water supply for the city of Barberton.

Rock outcroppings add to the beauty
of the Frog Hollow property.
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Solon trout stream is preserved

T

he Land Conservancy
and the city of Solon
have joined forces to
permanently protect property
along a high-quality headwaters
stream with the potential to
support breeding populations of
brook trout.
The Land Conservancy
purchased the 14-acre site,
which is on the west side of SOM
Center Road in the headwaters
of the South Branch of Sulphur
Springs, from Valerie Maresh and
immediately transferred the parcel
to Solon, which plans to create a
passive park. The city and the Land
Conservancy have been working on
the project since 2003.
Mark Skowronski, director
of land protection for the Land
Conservancy, said the Maresh
property is one of the few relatively
large undeveloped parcels in Solon
and an important one in terms of maintaining water
quality in the Chagrin River. Sulphur Springs, which
flows into the Chagrin River, is one of only a handful
of Cuyahoga County streams with the prospect for
native trout reintroduction. Development of this site
would have impaired the stream, Skowronski said.
“This has been a wonderful partnership among
the Maresh family, Solon, Ohio EPA and the Land
Conservancy,” he said. “We exist to bring all of
these parties together to make sure we maintain
productive, healthy communities in which to live,
work and play.”
Valerie Maresh, who inherited the property when
her mother, Mildred, passed away last year, said she
wanted to preserve the property as a legacy to her
parents and grandparents. The land has been in the
Maresh family since 1903, she said.
“I think it’s going to be a great legacy for the
future generations of Solonites to have some green
space and see just how pretty this area really is,”
Maresh said.
Land Conservancy and city officials said the
$850,000 cost of the project is being funded through
the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency’s Water
Resource Restoration Sponsor Program.
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Eight-acre bird sanctuary
is preserved in Bratenahl
An 8-acre forest in the heart of
Bratenahl has been permanently
protected by the Land Conservancy
and local conservation supporters,
who raised the more than $1.6 million
needed to preserve the property. The
property is one of the few remaining
mature forests along the Lake Erie
coastline in Greater Cleveland.
The land, which provides habitat
for eight species of rare, threatened or
endangered birds, was purchased by
the Land Conservancy in December and
turned over to the village of Bratenahl.
The coastal location and ecological value
of the property have long made it a top
priority for preservation by the Land
Conservancy.
The Land Conservancy formalized a
partnership with the village in November
to ensure public ownership of the land.
Officials said such a partnership was
critical because a $714,000 federal grant secured for the
project must flow to a government entity.
Surveys of the site over the past two years by the
Cleveland Museum of Natural History determined there
are eight bird species listed by the state as endangered,
threatened or rare. They are the Great Heron, Yellowbellied Sap-sucker, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Brown
Creeper, Winter Wren, Gold-crowned Kinglet, Hermit
Thrush and Dark-eyed Junco.
The site is on the north side of Lake Shore Boulevard,
about 300 feet east of Bratenahl Road, and is within the
designated Lake Erie Coastal Management Area. The
land is less than 600 feet from the Lake Erie shoreline
and about the same distance from a now-protected
11-acre parcel owned by the Village of Bratenahl and
protected with a conservation easement held by the Land
Conservancy.
The Lakefront Bike Path runs past the property on
Lake Shore Boulevard and links the parcel to parks in the
Cleveland Lakefront State Park system, including Gordon
Park, Euclid Beach, Villa Angela and Wildwood. The
property also contributes to the shady, wooded character
of Lake Shore Boulevard, which has led it to be designated
a National Scenic Byway.

New society honors conservation visionaries

T

he majestic White Oak can
live for hundreds of years, its
beautiful long branches reaching
out in all directions. It is a symbol of
elegance and enduring strength.
Western Reserve Land Conservancy
is drawing on those same qualities to
form the White Oak Legacy Society, a
very special group of Land Conservancy
supporters who have made a lasting
commitment to land protection through
a variety of estate-planning tools,
including bequests in a will or trust,
charitable gift annuities, charitable
remainder trusts, IRA designations or
gifts of life insurance.
The White Oak Legacy Society is a
way for us to recognize this profound
contribution to the future of land conservation. Members help ensure that
land preserved today remains protected for all time. And they find joy in the
knowledge that their generous legacy gifts will play a part in preserving the quality
of life in northern Ohio.
Members share a common bond of generosity and visionary leadership.
If you would like to become a member, simply notify the Land Conservancy’s
Development Office of your intentions. We will provide you with sample bequest
language for inclusion in your will or trust, or otherwise assist you with a plan that
meets your philanthropic and financial goals.
For more information on the benefits of membership in the White Oak Legacy
Society, please contact Jean Gokorsch at (440) 729-9621, Ext. 124 or e-mail
jgokorsch@wrlc.cc.

Members include:
Dr. Jay Ankeney & Dr. Julie Clayman
Thomas E. Baker
Peter and Molly Balunek
Sara Balogh
Beau Daane
Charlotte Karson Daiber
Mark Frank
Richard and Susan Grimm
Mary Jane Hartwell
Patricia Hazelton
Ferdinand and Marguerite Jereb
Stephen C. Morris
Nora Lynn Nemec
Hugh and Gretta Pallister
Faith Pescatore
Dr. George Matthew Peterson Jr.
Dr. John Bernard Peterson
Rose Scheeff
Charlotte Stafford
Herbert J. and Faith Swanson
Jean Thompson
Dr. Barry Walker
Josephine Hannel Weber
Genevieve and Carter Wilmot
Anonymous (4)
deceased

Former Land Conservancy trustees
Mr. Dick Abbott
Mr. Jay Abercrombie
Mr. Ugur Aker
Ms. Barbara Andreas
Mr. Malvin Bank
Mr. W. Douglas Bannerman
Mr. Ted Bartlett
Mr. David Becker
Leigh A Bennett
Mrs. Toni Bernet
Mr. Joe Biaglow
Ms. Priscilla Blanchard
Mrs. Peg Bobel
Mr. Brad Bolton
Mrs. Katherine Bolton
Mrs. Lynda Bowers
Mr. Richard Brockett
Mrs. Vikki Broer
Mr. James Burns
Mr. Bret Busacker, Esq.
Mr. Don Butler
Mrs. Lisa Caraboolad
Ms. Lucy Cesar-Jedacek
Mr. Charles Chlysta III
Mr. Ron R Clark
Mr. Jim Cochran
Mrs. Beverly Cole
Betty Cope
Mr. Dick Cornelison
Mr. Peter Cornelison

Christine Craycroft
Evelyn Czyz
Ms. Susan DeChant
Mr. Bourne Dempsey
Dr. Laura Anne DeYoung
Mr. George Dietrich
Mr. David DiTullio
Ms. Karen Doty
Mr. John Eberly
Mr. John Eklund
Mr. Kevin J Ellison
Ms. Heather Elmer
Mr. Bob Faber
Ms. Patricia Fairless
Mr. Gerald A Fallon
Ms. Marilyn FedelchakHarley
Mr. John Fender
Mrs. Susan Ferrito
Mr. Allen Ford
Romi Fox
Mr. Thomas Franek
Mr. Glenn Frohring
Mr. William Garvey
Ms. Mary Garvin
Ann Gifford
Mr. Jay Giles
Mr. John Gillette
Mr. William Ginn
Mr. Jonathan Granville

Mrs. Barbara Gratry
Mr. Jerome Gratry
Ms. Dona Greene
Mr. John Gresock
Ms. Laurel Gress
Mr. Clark Hahn
Mr. Russ Hansen
Mr. Bob Hasenyager
Mrs. Helen Hazlett
Mr. Peter S Hellman
Ms. Elizabeth Hendricks
Mrs. Peg Hetrick
Mr. Thomas Heydinger
Mr. Scott Hill
Mr. Matt Hils
Mrs. Lauralee Howley
Dr. Scott R Inkley
Mr. Scott Jackson
Mr. Elmer Jagow*
Mr. James Karabec
Mrs. Charlotte Karson Daiber
Mr. Frank Kendrick
Mr. Steve Klonowski
Mr. Samir Korey
Ms. June Kosich
Mr. Ron Kotkowski
Mr. Jamie Krejsa
Mr. Carl Kudrna
Mr. J. Andrew Kundtz
Mrs. Stephanie Kutsko

Mrs. Elaine Lamb
Mr. Kenneth Lang*
Mr. Hugh Leach*
Pat Leech
Mayor John Licastro
Ms. Janet Lipstreu
Ms. Nancy London
Mr. Dale Lyons
Mr. Charles Marotta
Mrs. Ann Masternak
Mr. George R Mateyo
Mr. Bruce Mavec
Mr. William McCoy
Mrs. Judith McMillan
Mr. Mel Mellis
Mr. Edward F Meyers
Mr. Art Moebius*
Mr. Stephen C Morris
Mr. Frank Murray
Mrs. Deb Nash
Mrs. Lucia Smith Nash
Mr. Paul Neidhardt
Mr. Daniel Nelson
Mr. Paul Novosel
Mr. William J O’Neill Jr.
Ms. Bebe Ober
Mr. Gordon Oney
Mr. John Pais
Mrs. Sally Pate
Mr. James Patterson

Faith E Pescatore
Ms. Ava Joyce Peterson
Kate Pilacky
Ms. Karen Pilarski Heider
Mr. Guy Powers
Mrs. Alfred M Rankin
Mr. Todd Ray
Ms. Cathy Ricks
Ms. Jody Lee Ritter
Mr. Harold Rohlik
Mr. Dan Ruch
Mrs. Pat Rydquist
Mr. Charles E Schmid
Mr. Bill Schultz
Mr. Thomas Schultz
Virginia Shaw
Mr. Dick Sheller
Mrs. Asa Shiverick Jr.
Ms. Jody Shroath
Sr. Patricia Sigler
Ms. Stephanie Sires
Mr. Jack Smith
Mr. Chris Soukup
Mrs. Christine Spano
Mr. Thomas Stanley
Mr. Ray Stewart
Mr. Rick Strong
Mr. Greg Studen
Mrs. Donna Studniarz
Mrs. Cynthia Szunyog

Ms. Jean Hower Taber
Mr. Nelson S Talbott
Ms. Karen Tanquist
Mr. James Tighe
Mr. Livingston H Ulf
Mr. Curt Van Blarcum
Ms. Sandy VerDuin
Mr. Andy Vidra
Mr. Chris Vild
Ms. Iva Walker
Ms. Tracy Wallach
Mr. Tom Walter
Mr. Phillip Warburton
Ms. Ann Ward
Mr. Ralph Waszak Sr.
Mr. Norman Webb
Mrs. Mary Weber
Mrs. Lucy D Weller
Dr. Wallace Wendt*
Mr. John D Wheeler
Sr. Mary Ann Wiesemann
Mrs. Christine Williams
Mr. Carter Wilmot
Ms. Lynne Woodman
Mrs. Tracy Zuccaro
Mr. Mike Zuilhof
* = deceased
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Land Conservancy news

B

Kilroys are our Conservation Angels

ill and Anne Kilroy are outdoor
people.
The South Russell couple
likes skiing, playing tennis and being
outside. And each summer their
children, ages 10 and 12, spend three
and a half weeks at camp in Vermont.
“We have always enjoyed the
outdoors and wide open spaces,” Anne
Kilroy says.
So it is fitting that the Kilroys are
Western Reserve Land Conservancy’s
Conservation Angels. At last year’s EverGreen EverBlue
gala event, the Kilroys made a generous $50,000 gift
to help the Land Conservancy carry out its mission of
protecting the scenic beauty, working lands and natural
resources of northern Ohio.
“We are so grateful for the Kilroys’ support for
our organization,” says Leah Whidden, the Land
Conservancy’s director of development. “Generous
contributions like this one are what make it possible for
our organization to continue our very important work.”
The Kilroys own two Labrador retrievers and two

Save the date!
EverGreen EverBlue
September 11, 2009

horses, one of which is housed at White
North Stables, a property preserved by the
Land Conservancy. Anne loves horseback
riding with her daughter, who rides
competitively. The Land Conservancy’s
work at White North is one reason why
the Kilroys support the organization.
The Land Conservancy applauds our
Conservation Angels.
Land Conservancy is
national semi-finalist
The Land Conservancy was one of 30 semi-finalists for
The Collaboration Prize, a national award for which more
than 644 organizations were nominated. The $250,000
prize was created by the Phoenix-based Lodestar
Foundation to recognize efficiency among nonprofit
organizations.
The Land Conservancy was formed through the 2006
merger of eight local land trusts. The efficiencies created
by the merger were among the reasons why the Land
Conservancy made the semi-finals.
-Gina Pausch

Thanks to the contributing photographers
who helped brighten Connections

2008 Presenting Sponsors
Kinetico Incorporated
Huntington Bank
2008 Corporate Sponsors
Baker Hostetler
BNY Mellon
Wealth Management
Clanco Management Corp.
Dealer Tire
Fifth Third Bank
Howard Hanna Smythe Cramer
Jones Day
Key Wealth Management
Lorain National Bank
National City
Oswald Companies
Primus
Solon Manufacturing Co.
The CJR Group, Inc.
The Lake House
of Hunting Valley
Thompson Hine
Western Reserve Partners
Wickens, Herzer, Panza,
Cook & Batista
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Multi-talented Kyle
Lanzer of North Royalton
is an award-winning staff
photographer for Sun News
and a singer-songwriter
who plays local clubs and
coffeehouses. The former
Milligan College baseball
player shot many of the
photos for our 2008 annual
donor report. Kyle can be
reached at kclphoto@aol.
com.

Brad Ruebensaal’s six-year
career in photojournalism
earned him regional and
national acclaim. As a
staff photographer for
Sun News in Cleveland,
he helped illustrate a
number of in-depth and
investigative stories.
The Ashland University
graduate now works
for Premier Garage of
Cleveland. You can
contact Brad at bnrphoto@
yahoo.com.

Former Cleveland State
University All-American
and NBA draft pick David
Liam Kyle is now the
official photographer for
the Cleveland Cavaliers
and is on the Sun News
staff. He has three Sports
Illustrated cover shots —
and now, one Connections
cover — to his credit.
Dave lives in Strongsville.
He can be reached at
DavidLiamKyle@gmail.com.

A night honoring our stewards

y Ames
ft, Chuck and Ja
K.K. Sullivan, le

Peg and Rob

Bobel

November 19, 2008
Chagrin Valley Hunt Club

Sandra McMannis is awarded a gift from Rich Cochran
for her devotion to the Land Conservancy

e Carlson, Russ Lincoln
Charlie Bolton, left, Harry and Marg

Photos by Joseph Darwal

Cyndee Debo, left, Barbara Corns and John Debo

rni
Daane and Peggy Fo
Chris Panek, Beau
Wally Senney, left,

Anne and Ted deConingh
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Thank you to the following people on behalf of Western Reserve Land Conservancy and our local chapters
Dick and Sue Abbott
Mark Bailin
Sigrid Bergfeld
Joel Bingham
Susan Blair
Peg Bobel
Al Bonnis
Gail Butler
Dan and Judy Buttler
Catharina Caldwell
Dorothy Carney
Julius Ciaccia
City of Solon
Cleveland Musuem of
Natural History, Jim Bissell
Jan Cooper
Countryside Conservancy (The)
Christine Craycroft
Margaret Cummins
Norm Damm
Davey Resource Group
Tom Demaline, Willoway Nursery
Kyle Dreyfuss-Wells
Dennis Eckart
Heather Elmer
EnviroScience
Dr. and Mrs. Ibrahim Eren,
Brownhelm Horticultural
Learning Center
Erie Metroparks, Stephen Dice
Nancy Ferguson-Land
Stan Fischer
Mary Garvin
Jim Gerspacher
Therese Gordon
Russ Hanson
Christine Haught
Rick Hawksley
Pat Hazelton
Tom Heydinger
Jennifer Hillmer
Matt Hils
Hiram College
Jeff Holland
Amy Holtshouse Brennan
Davis Imbrogno
Andrea Irland
Claudia James

Don Jenkins
Mark Johnson
Laura Jordan
Brett Joseph
Charlotte Karson
John Katko
Chuck Keiper
Ron Kotkowski
Jamie Kresja
David Kriska
Fae Krokey
Megan Latimore
Mark Link
Lorain County Metro Parks,
Dan Martin
Pat Lowry
Dale Lumby
Gail Maimone
Dominic Marchese
Terri Martincic
Debbie Mathews
Medina Raptor Center
Katie Meyers
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John Niedzeliak
Oberlin Art Committee at Kendal
Oberlin College Department of Biology
Oberlin College Environmental Studies
Department
Oberlin Volunteers at Kendal
Ohio Department of Natural Resources,
Sean Logan, Director
Division of Wildlife, David Graham, Chief
Marion Olson
Gordon Oney
John Pais
Sally Pate
Patterson Family
Brad Phillips
Meg Plona
Meredith Poczontek
Portage County Regional Planning
Commission
Reno “Jay” Reda
David Reiff
Oscar Rocha
Justin Rogers

Bob Rogish
Dan Ruch
Richard and Tammy Rynearson
Dean Sheldon
Walter Sheppe
Kevin Skerl
Troy Smith
Jack Smith
Greg Smith
Chris Soukup
Sumner on Ridgewood
Dick and Rhonda Thompson
Paul Van Curen
Dee Waters
Susan Wendt
Robert Wheeler
Helen Wheeler
Dave White
Mike Wilson
Karen Wise
Woods and Waters Club,
Dan Miltner
Susan Yerian

