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editor’s note

y son and I were running on
a winding bridle path when
we approached a bend in the
East Branch of Rocky River. I pointed
across the water. There, I told him, is
where the trail used to go.
“What do you mean?” Brandon
asked.
The river, I explained, scoured
away the bank so much that the
Cleveland Metroparks had to relocate
that section of the path.
If you traveled the
old route today, you’d
plunge 12 feet into the
river.
Rivers – even the
mightiest of them
– change course.
Sometimes this is
due to natural occurrences, such as
fallen trees, landslides and floods. In
other cases, humans are at the root of
the change. Dams, for example, turn
rivers into lakes. Channelization turns
streams into ditches.
And life adapts.
Organizations are not unlike
rivers. The best of them understand
they must occasionally change course
to fulfill their mission and envision –
as Cleveland Metroparks did with the
soon-to-be-washed-out bridle path
– that there will be a time when the
same old route won’t be practical.
That thought ran through my
mind a few weeks ago when I was
helping Marlene Lane and her
daughter, Daija, weed the family’s
front-yard planting bed in Cleveland’s
Central neighborhood. I had joined
my colleagues from the Western
Reserve Land Conservancy, along with
volunteers from several other partner
organizations, at an event in which we
planted trees, mulched and picked up
trash.
“You’re always looking to make
your community look nicer,” Lane
said, yanking out a clump of tall grass.
The reason I was there was that
the Land Conservancy changed its
course. In 2011, we recognized the
devastation the foreclosure crisis had

PHOTO BY DAVID LIAM KYLE

M

Lessons from the river

brought to Ohio’s cities. We created
Thriving Communities Institute,
which, under the leadership of Jim
Rokakis, is now helping revitalize
urban neighborhoods by setting up
county land banks, securing money
for demolition and greening up
our communities by restoring tree
canopies and creating greenways.
It is not the first time we’ve altered
our path to do something important
and relevant. We were once an
organization that focused solely on
preserving our region’s natural areas.
When we realized that our agricultural
land was being lost at an alarming
rate, we began helping folks preserve
farmland. Now we are adding another
component with our focus on urban
neighborhoods.
So how do you change an
organizational “river?”
R.C. Dana, a Native American
storyteller of Mohawk and Seneca
descent, is credited with passing
down the tale of a young man and
his grandfather, who spent their days
together. The old man taught the
boy to hunt, fish and make things,
and to do it all in a sacred way. The
grandfather was wise and possessed

great powers of healing and teaching.
One day the grandfather said to
the boy, “We will change the course of
a mighty river.”
The boy knew his grandfather
was a great man but questioned how
he could change the course of a river.
What mortal could do that? When
they got to the bank of the river, the
old man reached down into the water
and picked out a rock about the size
of his hand. The boy watched as the
hole where the rock was began to
fill with water. At that moment, he
understood that, in some small way,
his grandfather had indeed changed
the course of a mighty river. The old
man looked at the boy.
“This is the way the great river is
changed,” he said. “One rock at a time.
It is the duty of every man who walks
to change the course of rivers. Every
action that you do, every word that you
say will affect or change the course of
a person’s life. Keep on changing the
course of rivers, little one.”
Change can put you on a better
path. Ignoring it surely won’t.
Wood is the director of
communications and marketing for
the Land Conservancy.
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Learning as we grow

T

reflections

he son of a Maryland
sharecropper, Will Allen
grew up abiding his
father’s strict rule: No sports
until all farm chores were done.
Allen became a superb
athlete. He captained the
University
of Miami
basketball
team, was
picked in both
the National
Basketball
Association and
the American
Basketball Association drafts
and played professionally in the
ABA and Europe. But in a twist
that defies common thought
about celebrity, it was farming
– specifically, urban agriculture
– that made Allen a rock star.
Today, Allen, the founder and
CEO of Growing Power Inc., a
Milwaukee-based nonprofit center
for urban agriculture training and
building community food security
systems, is recognized as America’s
preeminent urban farmer. In 2010,
he was named one of the world’s
100 most influential people by Time
magazine.
Last month, I was lucky enough
to be able to spend an amazing few
days with Will in Cleveland. At the
same time, the Land Conservancy was
producing this edition of Connections,
the theme of which is “Branching
Out.” The timing could not have been
better: An organization broadening
its reach is blessed with a visit from
someone who transformed agriculture
by making it viable in our cities.
Will is down to earth – literally.
He is most at home when he’s
composting or planting or grabbing
a handful of worms. The Land
Conservancy is learning from Will how
we might make urban farming work
on some of the thousands of vacant
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Will Allen inside one of his hoop houses.

lots that will remain in northern Ohio
after vacant and abandoned homes
are demolished. And Will – whose
organization is also a Wisconsin
land trust – is interested in the
Land Conservancy’s approach to
permanently preserving parcels;
Milwaukee has 2,500 vacant lots and
does not have a land bank to hold
those parcels.
“When you have 20 houses
on a street and half of them are
demolished, you’ve changed the
dynamics of the whole neighborhood.
We must recognize that,” Will says.
He is optimistic about urban
farming but admits there are
challenges, including a lack of soil
and outdated zoning laws that are
just now being changed. But the
biggest challenge, he says, is a lack of
expertise.
“We need to be able to grow

farmers,” Will says.
To that point, Growing Power Inc.
is training urban farmers across the
country, including those at Rid-All
Green Partnership in Cleveland. Folks
in these cities are learning everything
from aquaponics to beekeeping to
vegetable farming in hoop houses,
which Will calls “the future” because
farmers can control the climate, pests
and water needs.
We expect to continue our
conversations with Will as our
Thriving Communities Institute
grows. In the meantime, I hope you
enjoy this “Branching Out” edition of
Connections and find inspiration in
the stories about our work. Like Will
Allen, we will continue expanding our
horizons while never forgetting our
roots.
Cochran is the president and CEO
of the Land Conservancy.

Reforesting ‘The Forest City’

trees

Volunteers pick up trash and mulch trees at a Green it Up! event in Cleveland’s Central neighborhood.

A
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Organizations and volunteers are working together
to fill Cleveland’s neighborhoods with trees

fter tuning pianos for 35 years,
Laura Marks is changing the chords
of her life.
“Now,” she says, “I want to plant trees.”
The piano technician and self-described
“Citizen of the Earth” is following in the
footsteps of her grandfather and great
grandfather, who planted hundreds of
trees decades ago in Cleveland Heights.
Today, Marks is one of the volunteers
helping launch a program to reforest the
neighborhoods of Cleveland, a city whose
once-dense tree canopy is now the fourthsmallest in Cuyahoga County.
She believes her efforts will make a
difference.
“Cleveland is a very cool place, and trees
will make it a more livable city,” says Marks, a Cleveland
Heights resident who has traveled to Pittsburgh to study
that city’s successful tree program.

Marks, whose ancestors did extensive
tree-planting throughout Cleveland Heights,
is not alone in her opinion. Jason Minter,
a real estate development specialist for
Burten, Bell, Carr Development, Inc., which
works in Cleveland’s Central and Kinsman
neighborhoods and is one of the partners in the
reforestation program, describes the energy
surrounding the effort as “amazing.
“I am really excited to see a greener
Cleveland and to be part of it,” says Minter,
who just moved here from Austin, Texas.
Back to the future
Cleveland has a long and rocky history with
trees. It was referred to as “The Forest City,”
as far back as the 1820s, when then-Cleveland
Village Council President Leonard Case, Sr. established an
ordinance providing for the planting of shade trees.
continued on page 6
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So what’s the big deal about trees?

Reforesting continued

66

Trees provide an astonishing number
of health, economic and community
benefits. Here are a few of them:
• A tree-benefit calculator developed
by Davey Resource Group and Casey
Trees shows that a 45-inch-wide
White Oak in Cleveland intercepts
8,890 gallons of stormwater runoff
each year and provides $430 in
overall benefits annually;
• Visual exposure to trees can reduce
stress, blood pressure and muscle
tension within five minutes;
• Trees provide clean air. They absorb
carbon dioxide and put out oxygen;
• 83 percent of Realtors believe trees
strongly impact the salability of
houses listed for under $150,000; for
homes over $250,000, the figure is
98 percent;
• Property values can be increased
10-20 percent with healthy mature
trees in place;
• In this region alone, the Northeast
Ohio Regional Sewer District
estimates that $133 million in costs
were avoided as a result of natural
environmental services; and
• Increased mortality related
to cardio-vascular and lower
respiratory systems has been
associated with tree loss from the
emerald ash borer – particularly
in counties with above-average
household incomes.

When Case’s son, William, became mayor in 1850, he
led a citywide campaign to plant fruit and shade trees. By
the end of the 19th century, the city of Cleveland had great
tree cover and had embraced its reputation as “The Forest
City.”
But the city has been defoliated. The current tree
canopy in Cleveland is 18.9 percent, the fourth-smallest in
Cuyahoga County, according to a study funded by the U.S.
Forest Service. The study shows Cleveland’s canopy lags
behind the suburbs; the county’s canopy is 37.6 percent.
Cleveland now has so few trees that the city’s
boundaries can easily be seen on Google Earth.
In an effort to reverse the trend, Western Reserve
Land Conservancy’s Thriving Communities Institute
and its partners are teaming up to launch a reforestation
program to plant and maintain thousands of trees
throughout Cleveland. Critical to the success of the
program will be involving residents, educating them as
to the benefits of trees and training them to maintain
existing and newly planted trees. Ensuring proper care
and maintenance of trees will improve water quality,
reduce stormwater runoff, save energy, enhance
property values and provide aesthetic benefits to urban
neighborhoods.
The reforestation
plan represents new
hope for the city.
On a rainy Saturday
morning, Sarah
Ryzner, director of
projects for Thriving
Communities
Institute, is holding
1-year-old son
Henry as she
addresses volunteers
at the Fifth
Church of God in
Cleveland’s Central
neighborhood. It
is the second treeplanting event in Central and a prelude to a much larger
effort this fall, when Cleveland will be planting 200 trees.
Ryzner is excited about the project.
“Trees provide so many benefits to so many people,
and together we can reforest The Forest City,” she says.
Michael Mennett, executive director of Keep Ohio
Beautiful, the nonprofit that helps volunteers green and
beautify their communities, says the tree program is
galvanizing the community. “This (program) has really
been the catalyst for bringing a lot of partners together,”
he says.
In addition to Thriving Communities Institute,
those partners include Burten, Bell, Carr Development,
Keep Ohio Beautiful, Cuyahoga ReLeaf, Davey Resource
Group, the U.S. Forest Service, Holden Arboretum, Kurtz

Clockwise from left, Marlene and Daija Lane
prep a flower bed, volunteers plant a tree,
James Richmond hauls dirt and mulch is
loaded into wheelbarrows.
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Brothers, Cleveland Neighborhood Progress,
Cleveland’s Office of Sustainability, HandsOn
Northeast Ohio and several other groups.

“This (program) has
really been the
catalyst for
bringing a lot of
partners together.”

tree-planting program is strong, the city does
not have the capacity to do it without outside
help.
An urban forestry master plan would
Help from the Land Conservancy
determine the optimal number of trees that
Last year, the Land Conservancy assisted
should be planted in the city. One study
Cleveland in its successful application for a
suggests that trees could be planted on nearly
Michael Mennett,
$250,000 Great Lakes Restoration Initiative
half the non-forested land.
Keep Ohio Beautiful
grant to plant approximately 1,000 street trees
Back in the Central neighborhood,
in five neighborhoods. Thriving Communities
volunteer Snehal Chokhandre, a research
and partners are now assisting with a volunteer tree survey
engineer with the Cleveland Clinic, is mulching a newly
of two neighborhoods to help identify planting locations to
planted tree. “I just love doing outdoor projects like this,”
spend these grant funds. In addition, the ongoing vacant
she says.
property surveys done by Thriving Communities now note
Nearby, Jeff Griffiths, executive director of HandsOn
the existence of a street tree.
Northeast Ohio, which coordinates volunteerism in the
The timing is right for the reforestation of Cleveland,
region, is shoveling mulch into a wheelbarrow. Griffiths,
according to Ryzner.
who lives in Geneva, says he is helping with the treeUrban living is on the rise both nationally and
planting program because he believes it will be good for
here, and trees are one of the keys to neighborhood
Cleveland.
revitalization. The anticipated demolition of thousands of
“Certainly we have lots of land that needs re-use, and
vacant and abandoned homes will create new tree-planting
I think reforestation is one very important piece of the
opportunities in Cleveland. And while the need for a major
puzzle,” he says.
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Pockets of protection
farmland

The Land Conservancy’s farmland preservation efforts
are taking root in clusters across Ohio

Gordon Oney at one of his preserved farms in Huron County.

I

8

n the mid-1970s, Gordon and Kathy Oney purchased
two Huron County farms totaling 208 acres near their
home in North Fairfield. For Gordon, who grew up on
a farm in Greenwich and worked in the printing industry
for 37 years, it was the fulfillment of a dream and an
investment in the future.
More than 30 years later, the Oneys made an even
bigger, longer-lasting investment.
In 2011, they permanently preserved their farms –
tracts of 95 acres and 113 acres in Ripley Township – with
conservation easements donated to the Land Conservancy.
The decision, which came after years of deliberation,
means the property will forever stay in agricultural
production.
“It took us a long time to decide what we wanted to
do, but once we did it I really felt we had done something
good, something that needed to be done,” Gordon Oney

says. “Perpetuity is a long time.”
The conservation easements were not the largest ever
recorded by the Land Conservancy but they may have
been among the most significant. That’s because Oney – a
widely respected conservationist who has volunteered with
the Huron County Park District and the Firelands Land
Conservancy, which later became part of Western Reserve
Land Conservancy – became a virtual ambassador for
regional farmland preservation, a community leader who
was walking the walk.
Oney says one key was the 2006 merger in which
Firelands Land Conservancy and seven other local
conservation groups merged to form Western Reserve
Land Conservancy, now Ohio’s largest land trust.
“It gave me some confidence that the easements would
be safe in the hands of the Land Conservancy,” he says.
Today, there is a cluster of permanently protected

farmland in the Firelands region – 6,637 acres have been
preserved through Land Conservancy easements in Huron,
Lorain and Erie counties – and the promise of even more
preservation. One of the preserved properties, the 1,018acre Babcock farm in
Lorain County, is the
largest contiguous parcel
ever protected by the Land
Conservancy.
In addition to the
farmland, the Oneys
acquired a 16-acre wetland
in Fitchville Township
specifically so it would be
permanently preserved.
They put a conservation
easement on it in 2008.
Gordon Oney, who
retired from the printing
business in 1997, says he
doesn’t feel like a pioneer –
“After all, I’d been dragging
my feet (on the easements),”
he says with a chuckle – but
does spread the word about
farmland preservation. He
says that while there can
be tax benefits for some
landowners, “if a person
doesn’t have another
motive, I don’t think they
will go through the process.”
The Firelands cluster
is an example of what
Andy McDowell, vice
president of western field
operations for the Land
Conservancy, refers to as the
“critical mass” of thriving
agricultural operations
needed to sustain a farm
community. Without such
concentrations, farm support businesses will suffer and
eventually disappear.
“Farmers need supporting agricultural infrastructure
and vice versa,” McDowell says. “Even in today’s world of
Internet sales and doorstep delivery, a local infrastructure
supportive of agriculture is still essential. Without a critical
mass of farmland and farmers that infrastructure begins
to decline and move father away. This same principle
also applies to local governments being supportive to an
agricultural community. Large contiguous tracts of farmland
also help to provide corridors for wildlife and preserve the
scenic qualities and history of a region. Additionally, while
many regions with large-scale agriculture usually focus
on commercial grain and livestock operations, many also
support roadside farm stands, farmers markets and produce
auctions that provide direct farm-to-table linkages.”

The Land Conservancy has now permanently
preserved 20,862 acres of farmland in northern and
eastern Ohio. The figure represents more than half of
the total acreage protected by the organization.
Geauga County:
Farming on the edge
One of the first
major agricultural areas
to feel the impact of
urban sprawl was Geauga
County, which borders
Cleveland’s eastern suburbs
and has a population of about
93,000. Chagrin River Land
Conservancy began protecting
farmland there even before
it became part of Western
Reserve Land Conservancy in
the 2006 merger.
Land conservation and a
sluggish housing market have
helped slow sprawl in Geauga
County.
To date, the Land
Conservancy has permanently
preserved 2,745 acres of
farmland in Geauga County.
According to the U.S. Census,
the average size of a farm
in the county today is 68
acres. Eighty-nine percent of
all farms are operated by a
family or individual, and the
average farmer is 53 years
old.
One major conservation
victory took place in
2011, when the 285-acre
Weedon Reservation Farm,
a working dairy farm in
Parkman Township, was
permanently preserved with an easement co-held by the
Land Conservancy and Geauga County Commissioners.
The farm was preserved under the state’s Agricultural
Easement Purchase Program, a statewide, farmlandprotection initiative administered by the Ohio Department
of Agriculture.
Farm owner Mildred Weedon said, “This was my
dream of my senior years ... now I can rest in peace.”
Brett Rodstrom, vice president of eastern field
operations for the Land Conservancy, says the organization
worked with the Weedon family, ODA and the Geauga
County Planning Commission to preserve the farm.
“The family felt strongly that this farm must be
protected in perpetuity to preserve not only the history of
Parkman Township, but also the agricultural heritage and
continued on page 10
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Protection continued
scenic beauty of Geauga County,” Rodstrom says.
Other key Land Conservancy farmland
preservation projects in the county included the 1999
conservation easement on the 255-acre Frohring
farm in Newbury Township and the permanent
protection of the 762-acre Crosscavan Farms in
Newbury and Russell townships in 2007.
But sprawl is still impacting Geauga County
farmers. In a
2009 interview for
Connections, Robert
Haskins, whose
family had worked
the land in Bainbridge
Township for 191
years, told us he had
decided to move
his dairy farming
operation to Knox
County, saying, “My
neighbors look across
the street and think
they’re in the country.
I look across the
street and think I’m in
the suburbs.”
Giant chunks of
preserved farmland
In 2012, Common Ground: The land protection
report for northern Ohio, reported that while
northern Ohio is blessed with prime soils, the
number of farmland acres in a 14-county study area
had dropped to less than 1.5 million – less than half
the agricultural acreage we had in 1935.
In addition, the report showed that 95 percent
of the farmland in the study area is not protected –
meaning it could one day be developed for houses or
businesses.
Two counties that have made huge strides in
the preservation of farmland are Ashtabula and
Trumbull, where the two largest land-protection
projects in the history of the state have taken
place. These projects were so large that the Land
Conservancy started using airplanes to monitor the
easements.
At the end of 2011, Dick and Rhonda Thompson
of Kinsman donated to the Land Conservancy
conservation easements totaling nearly 3,100
acres – two-thirds of it farmland – in Ashtabula
and Trumbull counties as well as in Pennsylvania’s
Mercer County. The Thompsons had previously
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preserved 581 acres in Ashtabula County through
conservation easements held by the Land Conservancy
and Ashtabula County Soil and Water Conservation
District.
One year later, about 2,700 acres of Trumbull County
farmland was preserved with conservation easements
donated to the Land Conservancy by W.I. Miller & Sons.
The clustering of preserved farmland in this area has
encouraged other landowners to protect their properties
and is expected to enhance business conditions for those
who provide farm support
services.
Helping farms survive
the shale gas boom
Farming is still the
number one industry in
eastern Ohio. But will the
financial windfall from oil
and gas exploration in the
Utica Point Pleasant shale
region lead to a lessened
dependence on agriculture
in the future?
The Land
Conservancy’s Rodstrom
says a growing number of
landowners in the Utica
Point Pleasant shale region
are now looking into
conservation easements to permanently preserve their
family land and, in some cases, reduce the tax liabilities
from oil and gas leases and royalties. He says most of
the landowner inquiries from Columbiana, Carroll and
Jefferson counties revolve around donated conservation
easements.
Donated conservation easements are voluntary,
legally binding agreements in which the landowner agrees
to forego or limit development on his or her land while
retaining ownership; income tax benefits are available to
most conservation easement donors.
“Landowners who have signed oil and gas leases
in recent years are now finding themselves in tax
brackets that are 40 percent or larger,” Rodstrom says.
“Conservation easements are helping them offset those
taxes while permanently protecting their farms from
development. It’s been great to be able to offer folks some
relief from the unexpectedly high tax situations many
landowners find themselves in.”
Rodstrom says the Land Conservancy is interested in
preserving eastern Ohio’s rich farmland and natural areas
so they remain intact long after the drilling rigs are gone.
“It becomes a way for them to leave a legacy of natural
open space and farmland for their community,” he says.

Love outdoor sports?
So do we

recreation

Jerry Darkes fly fishes in the Rocky River, one of the region’s prime steelhead fisheries.
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Fishing, hunting, hiking and birding
all depend on conservation

J

erry Darkes has a passion for fishing in northern
Ohio.
The highly respected angling expert and author
has guided people looking to catch walleye, steelhead trout,
smallmouth bass – you name it, he’s probably netted it –
right here in our region. But the Strongsville resident also
knows land conservation is vital to the health of our water.
“Any land that is preserved is going to help the quality
of the water,” Darkes says.
Darkes is one of a growing number of people who are
recognizing the impact of the Land Conservancy’s work
on outdoors sports, including fishing, hunting, birding,
hiking, canoeing and horseback riding. The preservation of

land – the Land Conservancy has protected nearly 40,000
acres in northern Ohio – keeps wildlife habitats intact and
provides outdoor opportunities for everyone.
The Land Conservancy is now developing a new
program designed to further develop the link between
those who preserve natural resources and those who enjoy
outdoor sports in our region. It will work to provide worldclass hunting and fishing events and promote awareness
of the positive impacts that land protection has on our fish
and game throughout the state.
“I think one of the biggest things about the Land
Conservancy is that it is very proactive. If you are simply
continued on page 12
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Outdoor sports continued
reactive when you are trying to protect habitat, you
will probably be too late,” Darkes says.
Conservation creates world-class fishing
One of the most successful stream protection
projects in the region is along the Chagrin River,
where about eight miles of the waterway are
permanently protected by conservation easements
on public and privately owned land. The Chagrin is
one of five major Lake Erie tributaries stocked by the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources with Manistee strain
steelhead – the others are the Vermilion, Rocky and Grand
rivers plus Conneaut Creek – and is extremely popular with
fly fishermen.
Today, the region is considered a world-class steelhead
fishery.
“No question that steelhead fishing is the most
visible, the one that generates the most excitement among
fishermen,” Darkes says.
The Land Conservancy has helped preserve hundreds
of acres in the Chagrin River valley, contributing to the
overall health of the stream. There is also good public
access to the river in Cleveland’s eastern suburbs, thanks
primarily to the presence of Cleveland Metroparks property
and places like Lake Metroparks’ Pleasant Valley Park,
an 80-acre tract in Willoughby Hills with 2,000 feet of
fishable stream; the Land Conservancy helped the park
system acquire the property in 2008.
But Darkes says access remains an issue when it comes
to steelhead fishing. “We have this internationally known
steelhead fishery, but every year we lose more land because
it gets posted (with no trespassing signs). We are lucky that
we have a number of good park systems,” he says.
Smallmouth bass – perhaps the region’s top native
game fish – can be negatively impacted by fluctuating
water levels, so it is critical to maintain buffers around the
streams where the species lives. The Land Conservancy has
preserved thousands of acres within key smallmouth bass
streams, including the Grand River, West Branch of Rocky
River, Upper Vermilion River and Conneaut and Little
Beaver creeks.
And even though they are not available for sport
fishing, native Ohio brook trout – fish that require cold,
clean streams – have been reproducing in a handful of
streams east and south of Cleveland.
A number of publicly accessible lakes and ponds
throughout the region have also been preserved through
Land Conservancy projects. These include Munson Scenic
River Retreat, a Munson Township park with catch-andrelease fishing, the 28-acre Eastwood Preserve in the heart
of the village of Richfield and Lampson Lake, the Ashtabula
County park where the Land Conservancy installed 17 wood
duck nesting boxes and the ODNR’s Division of Wildlife
stocked thousands of fingerling largemouth bass, channel
catfish and bluegills.
12

Birders flock to preserved hotspots
Even before the Land Conservancy and Lake
Metroparks completed the preservation of Lake Erie
Bluffs, birders were buzzing over the opportunity to visit a
600-acre public park featuring two miles of undeveloped
coastline. Several rare species had already been spotted
on this important migratory bird stopover, most notably a
family of Merlins, the first Ohio nesting record of this statelisted raptor since the 1830s. Other rare bird species found
on the property included the merlins, Alder flycatcher,
blue-winged warbler, white-eyed vireo. Just days before
the park officially opened in 2013, nine bald eagles were
spotted circling the property one afternoon.
Last month, Lake Erie Bluffs’ stature among birders
grew even stronger when a Kirtland’s warbler – an
endangered bird that is rarely seen in northern Ohio –
was spotted at the park. Brett Rodstrom, vice president
of eastern field operations for the Land Conservancy,
predicts that “at the end of the day, Lake Erie Bluffs will be
recognized as a nationally significant birding area.”

Clockwise from far left,
the Land Conservancy’s
Brett Rodstrom with
novice turkey hunters
Tyra and Nora Edwards;
hikers at Little Beaver
Creek; birders enjoy
the view in Geauga
County; and the
Land Conservancy’s
Alex Czayka with a
muskellunge he caught
in the Grand River.
Think we could do a caption
here that covers all photos?
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And that is good for the local economy. A U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service study showed birders contribute more
than $36 billion to the national economy; in the same
report, 26 percent of Ohio residents listed themselves
as birdwatchers, compared to the national average of 21
percent.
Another key birding area the Land Conservancy and
the Cleveland Museum of Natural History have helped
preserve is Kelleys Island. One-third of the island, which
provides habitat for more than 247 species of birds, is now
permanently preserved with conservation easements.
Hunting opportunities on public, private land
The Land Conservancy owns only about 2,000 acres
of the nearly 40,000 acres it permanently protects. The
bulk of the preserved land is protected with conservation
easements, which are voluntary, legally binding documents
in which a person surrenders development rights but
retains ownership.
Since most easements covering privately owned

farmland and natural areas do not prohibit hunting, it
is often up to the individual landowner to determine
whether to allow in-season deer, wild turkey, duck and
pheasant hunting on his or her property. The Land
Conservancy allows deer and turkey hunting by permit
only on some of the property it owns, primarily in
Ashtabula and Trumbull counties, and also conducts
special event access for partnering conservation
organizations.
Last month, the Land Conservancy volunteered the
use of one of its properties for the National Wild Turkey
Federation’s Women in the Outdoors program sponsored
by the Crooked Creek Conservation Club. Rodstrom and
Eastern Associate Field Director Alex Czayka guided novice
turkey hunters Tyra and Nora Edwards on a morning trip
chasing gobblers on Land Conservancy-owned property in
Trumbull County.
New, longer trails are a hit with hikers
Hiking is an important outdoor activity in Ohio. It is
both a means of exercise and exploration. In the past few
years, the Land Conservancy has partnered with a number
of groups to create trails, extend them or permanently
preserve properties that are critical to the protection of
existing paths. The projects range from urban greenways
to sections of the statewide Buckeye Trail and the Western
Reserve Greenway between Ashtabula and Warren.
In Akron, the Land Conservancy has been a key player
in the efforts to create a greenway connecting Adam’s Run
and Haley’s Run to the Little Cuyahoga River and then to
the Ohio & Erie Canal Towpath Trail. A partnership with
Lockheed Martin and others resulted in the establishment
of a trail at Haley’s Run, and there are plans to extend the
path through adjacent Adam’s Run.
Akron’s Peg Bobel, who along with her husband, Rob,
has written and produced several books on local hiking,
including the official trail guide for the Cuyahoga Valley
National Park, believes hiking helps connect people
not only to the land but also to themselves and their
communities.
“Working as a trail advocate and writing about trails
over the years, Rob and I have seen how important it is
to bring the trails and parks to where people live—if a
trail is in the neighborhood, it gets enjoyed and used, for
lunchtime walks, an after-work run, or introducing kids to
nature,” says Bobel, a member of the Land Conservancy’s
Medina Summit Chapter. “Small parks, like Haley’s Run,
serve this purpose beautifully. At the same time, many
outdoor sportsmen and women look for greater challenges
and adventures – we were amazed one day last summer to
be passed on the Buckeye Trail by long-distance runners
participating in the Buckeye Trail 50k! And on another day,
seeing friends cycling the Towpath Century ride.”
Bobel says the existence of a trail matters far more than
its length.
“Big and small,” she says, “these systems contribute
to physical health, emotional wellness, and community
connectedness.”
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ON THE BRINK
How the future of some rare and endangered species
depends on preserving land

G

protection

reg Lipps gently
lifts a corrugated
metal plate from
the swampy ground.
The herpetologist,
whose study of
amphibians and reptiles
is both a passion and a
profession, is looking for
an Eastern massasauga
rattlesnake in the Grand
River Lowlands, one of
about 15 places in Ohio
where the endangered
rattler lives. The soggy
soil underneath the plate
looks quite unremarkable
until Lipps notices a brownishgray reptile coiled in one spot.
It is a massasauga.
“We’ve got one,” says
Lipps, gently grabbing the
snake with specially made
tongs.
Lipps, a Toledo-based
consultant whose clients
include conservation
groups, state agencies and
park systems, examines the
venomous snake and places
it in a red bag. Back at his
equipment-filled truck,
Lipps scans the snake to see
if it has a Passive Integrated
Transponder (PIT) tag – it doesn’t – and places it in a
clear plastic tube. After weighing the snake, measuring
and implanting a PIT tag, Lipps takes a genetic sample and
records all the data on a hand-held mobile device.
A half-hour after she was lifted from her resting spot,
the snake is returned unharmed.
The land where the capture took place has been
permanently protected by a conservation easement held by
the Land Conservancy. The Eastern massasauga is one of a
number of rare, endangered and threatened species whose
habitat is being preserved through our land-preservation
efforts.
Lipps, who works closely with the Land Conservancy
on preservation projects, is tracking the massasauga to
save it from extirpation. The snake, which typically does
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not travel more than a mile
or so during its 5-to-6 year
lifespan, lives in marshy
areas like those found near
the Grand River. When these
areas are drained for farming
or otherwise disturbed, the
rattlers lose their homes.
Lipps says while
researchers “know more
about this species than any
other snake in the world,”
that will not mean much
if the massasauga has no
place to live. The Land
Conservancy has preserved
more than 800 acres of
massasauga habitat in
Ashtabula and Trumbull
counties.
“The Grand River
Lowlands is one of the most
important areas for the
recovery of the species,”
Lipps says.
Native brook trout make
a comeback
In 1972, a strain of
wild, native Ohio brook
trout – a species thought to
have died off – was found
in the headwaters of the
Chagrin River. No additional
populations were found when the state surveyed streams
in the Chagrin, Grand and Rocky River watersheds, but the
study found 15 suitable sites for reintroduction of brook
trout – very small, spring-fed streams that are completely
forested. From 1996 to 2004, native brook trout raised first
in a private hatchery at University School and then at a
state-operated one in Castalia were reintroduced to those
creeks.
Today, seven of the streams – six in the Chagrin River
watershed in Geauga County, the other in the Rocky River
watershed in Summit County – still have reproducing
populations of native brook trout, according to state
monitoring reports. In nearly each case, the properties
containing the streams have been protected by parks,
conservation easements or both.

“Long term protection of these
streams is really the key,” says Curtis
P. Wagner, fisheries biologist with the
Ohio Department of Natural Resources
Division of Wildlife and a program
monitor.
The Land Conservancy has
preserved hundreds of acres
surrounding the streams containing
the brook trout and has worked in
concert with other groups, including
the state, Geauga Park District,
Cleveland Metroparks, the Brook
Trout Advisory Committee, University
School and the Cleveland Museum of
Natural History Trout Club.
Last year, the Land Conservancy worked with
Cleveland Metroparks to acquire Sulphur Springs
Headwaters in Solon. The project protects more than a
mile of headwater streams feeding the South Branch of
Sulphur Creek, a coldwater tributary to the Chagrin River
where native brook trout may one day be reintroduced.
Giant salamanders losing their homes
If it is a shock to some Ohioans that rattlesnakes
live here, it is probably at least a mild surprise that the
state is home to two-foot-long salamanders. The Eastern
Hellbender, a giant salamander with a flattened head,
a long, rudder-like tail and small beady eyes, lives in
streams in the Ohio River basin.
The hellbender, which inhabits large, fast-flowing,
rocky streams in eastern and southern Ohio, is classified
as an endangered species in Ohio. Lipps was the lead
author on a conservation plan developed by the Ohio
Division of Wildlife and the Ohio Hellbender Partnership
to restore the salamander’s populations.
Critical to the success of the program is land
conservation projects that protect hellbender habitat,
including the Little Beaver Creek Watershed, a 323,160acre region in eastern Ohio and western Pennsylvania.
The Land Conservancy’s merger with Little Beaver
Creek Land Foundation three years ago expanded the
organization’s land-protection efforts into the Little
Beaver Creek watershed and into Columbiana County,
where it now holds conservation easements on 301 acres.
Bald eagles soar over protected land
For most folks, seeing a bald eagle is a thrill.
Populations, which in Ohio had dwindled to four
nesting pairs by the 1970s, have soared to the point that
the bald eagle is no longer considered by the federal
government to be an endangered species. There are now
more than 200 eagle nests in Ohio, almost all in the
northern part of the state. But the birds remain protected
under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act.
Eagle nests have been reported on Land
Conservancy-preserved properties in Trumbull and
Ashtabula counties, and eagle sightings have occurred at

Forest Ridge Preserve in Moreland
Hills, Ashcroft Woods Preserve in
Ashtabula County, Medina Marsh
Preserve in Medina County and
Lake Erie Bluffs in Lake County.
Several rare birds have been
spotted at Lake Erie Bluffs – a
Lake Metroparks preserve that the
Land Conservancy helped create –
including a family of Merlins, the
first Ohio nesting record of this statelisted raptor since the 1830s. Other
rare bird species found on the property
include the Kirtland’s warbler, Alder
flycatcher, blue-winged warbler and
white-eyed vireo.
Island project protects water snake habitat
In 2008, the Land Conservancy and the Lake Erie
Islands Chapter of the Black Swamp Conservancy worked
together to create Scheeff East Point Nature Preserve,
a nine-acre park on South Bass Island. Creation of the
Put-in-Bay Township park, which includes more than
1,700 linear feet of Lake Erie shoreline, protected critical
habitat for the Lake Erie water snake – then a federally
threatened, state endangered species – as well as for
migratory songbirds and waterfowl.
Protection of this habitat prompted the federal
government to de-list the water snake in 2011. It remains
listed as a threatened species by the state.

Ohio’s watch list
for wildlife
The Ohio Division of Wildlife uses six
categories to define the status of
selected species:
Endangered: A native species or
subspecies threatened with extirpation
from the state. Examples: black bear,
snowshoe hare, Sandhill crane, Kirtland’s
warbler, Eastern massasauga, Eastern hellbender.
Threatened: A species or subspecies whose survival in Ohio is not in
immediate jeopardy, but to which a threat exists. Examples: Barn
owl, bobcat, Lake Erie water snake, brook trout, Blanding’s turtle.
Species of Concern: A species or subspecies which might become
threatened in Ohio under continued or increased stress.
Examples: Prothonotary warbler, great egret, Eastern box turtle.
Special Interest: A species that occurs periodically and is capable
of breeding in Ohio. It is at the edge of a larger, contiguous range
with viable population(s) within the core of its range.
Examples: Dark-eyed junco, evening bat, Canada warbler.
Extirpated: A species or subspecies that once occurred in Ohio
and has since disappeared from the state. Examples: Porcupine,
mountain lion, alligator gar.
Extinct: A species or subspecies that once occurred in Ohio and
has since disappeared from its entire range. Examples: passenger15
pigeon, blue pike.
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‘A real sense of
love for this place’

B

planned giving

eau Daane’s favorite childhood
memories are rooted in natural
places.
He remembers walking down his treelined street in Bratenahl to the Lake Erie
shoreline. The days spent with friends at
Huntington Beach. And the visits to the
beautiful Chagrin River valley. You may
notice that all of these places are right
here in northern Ohio, right in our own
back yard.
“I have a real sense of love for this
place, a special connection,” says Daane,
the Director of Sustainable Development
at Fairmount Minerals and a member of
the Land Conservancy’s Board of Trustees.
“It is home. Our home. And we all have
natural places that are important to us.”
Daane, 34, who was the Director
of the Fowler Center for Sustainable
Value at Case Western Reserve University’s
Weatherhead School of Management from
2011 to 2013, has taken a visionary approach
to protecting our wildlife areas, scenic
coastlines, urban greenways and farmland by
becoming one of the youngest members of the
White Oak Legacy Society, a group of Land
Conservancy supporters who have generously
included us in their estate planning.
“I think the work the Land Conservancy
is doing is incredibly important,” Daane says.
“The legacy we’re creating will profoundly
and positively impact future generations.”
Daane, who did his undergraduate work
at Duke University and earned his master’s
degree at CWRU’s Weatherhead School of
Management, says while it may seem early for
him to be making estate-planning decisions –
“I hope my participation in White Oak is not
actualized for a long, long time,” he says with
a laugh – he believes “it is important to plan
for what you can while you can. It is never too
early.”
He says we need to think about the kind
of world we leave to future generations.
“We’re here for only a short time,” he says,
“but nature is here forever.”
To find out more about making a lasting
commitment to the Land Conservancy through
the White Oak Legacy Society, please call
Nancy McCann at (440) 528-4153.
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This special group of Land Conservancy supporters have made a lasting
commitment to land protection through a variety of estate-planning
tools, including bequests in a will or trust, charitable gift annuities,
charitable remainder trusts, IRA designations or gifts of life insurance.

Members include:
Anonymous (4)
Mr. William Abell
Stanley & Hope Adelstein
Dr. Jay Ankeney & Dr. Julie Clayman
Edward Baker & Anna Van Heeckeren
Thomas E. Baker
Peter & Molly Balunek
Mr. Richard & Dr. Jennifer Cochran
Margaret E. Cummins
Beau Daane
Ted & Anne deConingh
Mark Frank
Laurel Gress
Richard & Susan Grimm
Corinne P. Hadley
Mary Jane Hartwell
Patricia Hazelton
Jeff Holland & Marjorie Muirden
Ferdinand & Marguerite Jereb
Charlotte Karson Daiber
Kathy K. Leavenworth

Elsie Lutman
John & Kathryn Makley
Bruce Merchant & Sandra Reel
Nora-Lynn Nemec
Hugh & Gretta Pallister
Faith E. Pescatore
Dr. George Matthew Peterson Jr.
Dr. John Bernard Peterson
Ms. Arlene J. Sahr
Franz & Beth Sauerland
Rose Scheeff
Charlotte Stafford
Herbert J. & Faith Swanson
Jean P. Thompson
Judith Ann & William Tucholsky
Bill & Cynthia VerDuin
Dr. Barry Walker
Josephine Hannel Weber
Mary & William Weber
Dick & Jane Whitehead
Carter & Genevieve Wilmot
Deceased

Painting honors a titan of conservation

T

for permanent
exhibition in
Harmony Hall, the
organization’s prime
meeting space. The
hall was named in
honor of Mr. Grimm,
who admired Aldo
Leopold’s philosophy
of harmony between
men and the land.
A ribbon-cutting
celebration marking
the installation of the
painting will take place
in August.
In a letter to
Farr, Sue Grimm
thanked the artist for
“capturing him at his
finest, loving what he
is doing. Thank you
from the bottom of
my heart for Dick’s
portrait, which will
be hung in the place where he loved his work with the
Land Conservancy. That part of his life was the most
satisfying work he accomplished.”
Farr started her art career in earnest about 20
years ago after leaving a marketing position with IBM.
She and her husband, Warren, have two children,
Jonathan, a sophomore at Carnegie Mellon University,
and Andrea, who just graduated from Laurel School
and is headed to Boston University.
Farr says she was honored to paint the portrait of
Mr. Grimm.
“Given all the work he did for land conservation,
it seemed like the painting should reflect that. He
was truly passionate about the land and the need for
harmony with nature,” she says.

creativity

he late Dick Grimm
was an amazing
businessman,
leader and conservationist.
So when Diane Farr
agreed to do a portrait
of the former Land
Conservancy trustee,
she knew it would be a
challenge painting a man
some described as larger
than life. Oh, and there was
one more thing: Farr had
never met Mr. Grimm, the
former head of Technicare
who died in early 2012.
Where does an artist
start?
Farr, a longtime Land
Conservancy supporter
who lives in Chagrin Falls,
pored over family photos,
met with Mr. Grimm’s
widow, Sue, and talked
with people who knew
the outdoors-loving philanthropist. She watched a Land
Conservancy video interview of Mr. Grimm to understand
his mannerisms.
And in the end, she portrayed Mr. Grimm in a field,
hunting with his favorite dog, Grizzly.
“It seemed like a good way to honor him,” says Farr,
a widely respected artist who recently won Best of Show
in the 2014 Salon International competition. “I think the
painting is as much about the land as it is about him. He
had so much to offer, and his love of the land and nature
was evident.”
Farr, whose works are featured in several local
galleries, including Hudson Fine Art in Hudson and
Deborah Nicholl and Co. in Chagrin Falls, graciously
donated the finished oil painting to the Land Conservancy

Creativity
rules at our
new home
Artists throughout northern Ohio have helped enhance the look and feel of our conservation center in Moreland Hills.
From left to right: Artist Tan Gillespie donated watercolors depicting the building’s look in each of the four seasons; Carol Prior,
a longtime Land Conservancy supporter from Russell Township, generously donated 25 watercolor paintings; in honor of his
friend, the late Land Conservancy Trustee Dick Grimm, John Corrigan contributed a colored pencil drawing of our headquarters;
and blacksmith/ironworker Ken Roby crafted a special fireplace screen in the foyer.
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neighborhoods

EverUrban draws a crowd in Cleveland

Tom Butch of Salem, Honorary Chair Jim Rokakis
of Rocky River, Tabitha Bowen of Chagrin Falls and
Richard Bowen of Chagrin Falls

Land Conservancy President
and CEO Rich Cochran of
Shaker Heights

N
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early 300 supporters of urban revitalization in Ohio
gathered at Cleveland’s Ariel International Center on April 26 for the first EverUrban,
a celebration of the work done by the Land Conservancy’s Thriving Communities Institute and its partners.
Party-goers participated in a silent auction, learned about plans to re-forest Cleveland and enjoyed the sounds of
the Nathan-Paul Davis Quartet and the community choir Humbly Submitted. Since its inception in 2011, Thriving
Communities Institute has helped secure $232 million in demolition funding for Ohio cities and worked to establish land
banks in 21 counties.
The honorary committee for the event included: Jim Rokakis, Director, Thriving Communities Institute; Cleveland
Ward 12 City Councilman and Cuyahoga Land Bank Chair Tony Brancatelli; Cuyahoga County Council President C. Ellen
Connally; U.S. Rep. Marcia L. Fudge; Cleveland Mayor Frank Jackson; U.S. Rep. Dave Joyce; U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur;
Cleveland City Council President Kevin Kelley; and U.S. Sen. Rob Portman.

Amy Quillin and Karen Wise of Ravenna

The Nathan-Paul Davis Quartet provided the night’s soundtrack.

U.S. Rep. Dave and Kelly Joyce of
Russell Township

Neighborhood food stations were identified by ZIP code.

Dale and Kathy LaPorte of Westlake

Susan and Hal LaPine of Gates Mills

T H A N K Y O U TO O U R S P O N S O R S
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Ruth and Dr. Michael Eppig of Bratenahl,
Lisa and Richard Oliver of Solon

Jon and Jane Outcalt of Russell Township
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Clean and Greenathon 2014:

M

ore than 160 Land Conservancy
staffers and volunteers picked up
trash, planted trees, yanked out
garlic mustard, tracked birds and spread
the word about conservation throughout the
region at our April 26 Clean and Greenathon.
The blitz involved a cleanup of Adam’s and
Haley’s runs in Akron, the planting of more
than 750 trees at Whitesburg Park in Chagrin
Falls, a garlic mustard pull at Wendtwood
in Columbia Township, a morning of
birdwatching at the nationally significant
Lake Erie Bluffs in Lake County and a
conservation outreach effort at Medina Earth
Day. We thank everyone who took part in this
extraordinary celebration of conservation.

More than 70 volunteers turned out to clean up Adam’s and Haley’s runs in southeast Akron. The event also
included planting trees (above right) in honor of longtime Land Conservancy supporter Mary Weber.
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A conservation blitz

Birders had a gre
at morning at La
ke Erie Bluffs.

Canoes were needed to plant trees across the river in
Chagrin Falls.

Charlotte Karson and Bill Jordan at our Medina
Earth Day booth.

Our garlic mustard-pulling
crew made some progress
in Lorain County.
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Western Reserve Land Conservancy extends its thanks to the following people

PHOTO BY DAVID LIAM KYLE

Marty Ackermann
Air Enterprises
Dale Alexander, Carroll County Park District
Will Allen
Natalie Amato
Ashland Area Convention and Visitors Bureau
Ned Baker
The Michael Balli Family
Ben Bebenroth
Mary Becker
Nelson Beckford
Paul and Susie Belanger
Karen and Larry Bettcher
Jim Bissell, CMNH
Black Pig
Black River Audubon
Black River Remedial Action Plan
Coordinating Committee
James Blum
Peg and Rob Bobel
Chet Bowling
Ann Briechle
Wes Brown
Susi Brown
Buckeye Area Development Corporation
Buckeye Shaker Square Development
Corporation
Burten, Bell, Carr, Development, Inc.
Dan and Judy Buttler
Campbell’s Sweets Factory
Dorothy Carney
Tom Chema, President of Hiram College
David and Linda Chittock
Ken Christensen
Michael Ciccarello
City of Akron
City of Cleveland
City of Glenwillow
City of Lorain
City of Maple Heights
City of Vermilion
Cleveland Botanical Garden
Cleveland Children’s Museum
Cleveland Clothing Company
Cleveland Metroparks
Cleveland Museum of Art
Cleveland Neighborhood Progress
Cleveland Orchestra
Cleveland Public Theatre
Fran and Roger Cooper
John Corrigan
Cowell & Hubbard
Todd Crandall
Margaret Cummins
Cuyahoga County Land Reutilization Corp
Cuyahoga County SWCD
Cuyahoga ReLeaf
Beau Daane
Norm Damm
Jerry Darkes
Davey Resource Group
David DiTullio
East Akron Neighborhood Development Corp.
EHOVE Career Center
EnviroScience, Inc.
Famicos Foundation
Diane Farr
Amy and Joel Firem
The Flying Fig
Friends of Big Creek
Sally Gardner
Anita Gardner
Rick Gardner, ODNR-Division of Natural Areas
Mary Garvin, Oberlin College Biology Dept
Jim Gerspacher
Tan Gillespie
Barb and John Gillette
The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co.
Great Lakes Brewing Company
Greater Mohican Audubon Society
Laurel Gress
David Gromelski
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A special thank-you goes out to all the
federal, state and local elected officials who
have supported our land conservation and
urban revitalization work.
Clark Hahn
Pat and Lori Hayes
Mary Beth Hayes-Zatko
Mark Hoberect
The Holden Arboretum
J. Jeffrey Holland
Denver Holt, Owl Research Institute
Marilyn Hyde
Chuck Jacubchak
Peggy and Ray Jarrett
Kurt Karakul, Third Federal Foundation
Charlotte Karson and Eric Daiber
John Katko
Curt Keal
Keep Ohio Beautiful
Keeping Akron Beautiful
David Keifer
Kelleys Island Audubon
Kendal at Oberlin
Sue and George Klein and Hill ‘n Dale Club
Ron Kotkowski
Fae Krokey
Tom Kruse, Ashland County Park District
Dean Kulwicki
Kurtz Bros. Inc.
David Liam Kyle
Charles Lafave
Lake MetroParks
Paul Palagyi and staff
Elaine and Bill Lamb
Kyle Lanzer
Cathy Leary
Kathy Leavenworth
Pat Leech
Greg Lipps
Lockheed Martin
Diane Lucas
Lucky’s Cafe
Terri Martincic
Ann and Bob Masternak
Peter McCarren
Alec McClennan, Good Nature
Michael McGuire
Medina County Park District
Tom James
Tim Swanson
Medina Soil and Water Conservation District
Michael Miller
Regina and Dan Miltner
Judith Mitchell
Momocho
Clara Monsma

Natalie Morris
Mount Pleasant Community Zone
Mount Pleasant NOW Development
Corporation
Matt Nahorn
National Park Service Rivers, Trails, and
Conservation Assistance Program
Dan Nelson
NEORSD
NOAH
The Nord Foundation
Nordson Corporation Volunteers
Oberlin College Bonner Center for Service and
Learning
ODNR- Office of Coastal Management
Ohio Buckeye Trail Association
Old Brooklyn Community Development
Corporation
Gordon Oney
Scott Orcutt
Ottawa County Visitors Bureau
Ottawa Regional Planning Commission
John Pais
Debbie Palmer
Pier W
Jack Pierson
Pinwheel Kid
Playhouse Square
Carol Prior
Reclaimed Cleveland
R. Peter Richards, Heidelberg College
Rid-All Green Partnership
RiverReach
Ken Roby and Nancy Tozar
Timothy Rodgers
Don Romancak, Lorain County Community
Development
Nancy Rubin
Saint Luke’s Foundation
Nelson Beckford
Sandy Chappelle
Denise San Antonio Zeman
Bob Salmen
Sara’s Place
Dean Sheldon
Bruce Simonson, Oberlin College Geology Dept
Ron Siwik
Greg Snowden
Brent Sodergren, USFW
Spice Kitchen & Bar
Shawn Spindel
Marc Stefanski, Third Federal Savings & Loan
Ray Stewart
John Storch, Northern Ashland County Wildlife
Conservation League
Summit County Metroparks
Neal Hess
Keith Shy
Summit Soil and Water Conservation District
Cynthia Szunyog
Taki’s Greek Kitchen
Gloria Terpay
Grant Thompson
Chris Thompson, The Fund for Our Economic
Future
Tinkers Creek Watershed Partners
Kenny, Rolland and Carol Tkach, Hostile Valley
Campground
Trumbull Neighborhood Partners
U.S. Forest Service
Visit Lorain County
Curtis Wagner, Ohio Division of Wildlife
Wayne County Convention and Visitors Bureau
Western Reserve Historical Society
Craig Willey
Karen Wise
Cheryl Wolfe-Cragin
Thomas Yates
Douglas Yates
Tom Younglas
James Ziemnik, Lorain County MetroParks

Vision Statement
What could be more beautiful than a crisp fall day
in northern Ohio: the sun shimmering on our great
Lake Erie; the red and yellow leaves of a beech maple
forest; the long views of crop and pasture land framed
by towering forests; and the gentle murmuring rivers
that run through our glacial landscape. We love our
region. It is where we rear our children and where our
hearts reside.
Our vision is that today, a decade from now, and
beyond the time that we can imagine, this will be a
uniquely beautiful place filled with breathtaking scenic
views, abundant clean rivers and lakes, and countless
miles of connected trails for hiking, biking, skiing,
and horseback riding. An authentic place abounding
with working farms and forests, vibrant cities, and an
accessible and clean great lake for world class fishing,
swimming, and boating.
Development will be concentrated in historic cities
such as Cleveland, Youngstown, and Akron, in enduring
villages such as Chagrin Falls, Wooster, Medina and
Oberlin and, as needed, in new areas that provide
compact communities that thrive for generations.
Farms will provide healthy and fresh foods to local
markets and restaurants, connecting people with land.
Parks and preserves will provide a safe haven where
children can play and where adults can enjoy the
tranquility of nature, and a quality of life that attracts
and retains as residents a great diversity of people.
The Land Conservancy inspires citizens throughout our
region to protect land and water for the benefit of all
of our communities; to create a habitat that serves
people. We envision a patchwork quilt of natural areas
connected by wildlife and river corridors, woven in
harmony with the fabric of fruitful farms, flourishing
neighborhoods, and prosperous places of commerce
that support the people of our region now and forever.
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We’re throwing a block party!

EverGreen EverBlue 2014
in Cleveland Heights on Saturday, September 6
Details to come!

Our mission
From the countryside to the city, we provide our region
with natural places that nourish and support vibrant and prosperous
communities by identifying, preserving, restoring and maintaining essential
assets like clean water, working farms, wildlife areas, and parks.
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